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COMMENTS ON THE BOOK
Hamid Khan, A_dvocate Supreme Court of Pakistan /Author

« President Iskandar Mirza, by writing his memoirs, tendered
a valuable service to the present and future readers in Pakistan
by sharing his experiences, decisions and interactions with his
contemporary leaders and by expressing his own thoughts and ideas
about governance of Pakistan.

« His daughters and their successors deserve compliments
for saving, protecting and preserving his narrative for about half a
century. It must go into print as an important version of the history
of Pakistan. The future generations will certainly benefit from the
book.

« It was rumoured over the years that India was initially
prepared to make a deal with Pakistan over Kashmir in exchange
for Hyderabad state. Mirza has stated this in the following words:
‘After the Junagadh fiasco, a messenger came to Karachi from Sardar
Patel, the strong man of the Indian government who was in charge
of the integration of princely states. Patel said that if we would lay
off Hyderabad, we could take Kashmir. It was a fair offer but the
government let it go.” I think there should be serious deliberations in
Pakistan over this offer, if at all there was any such offer.

« With the benefit of hindsight and with the knowledge that
Pakistan’s history is replete with details of corruption of politicians,
generals and bureaucrats particularly during and after Ayub regime,
Iskander Mirza emerges as a financially clean public official, a rare
breed. He lived in misery in a foreign land and was unfairly deprived
of his pension and other benefits that were due to him as retired
public servant. He was unfairly denied return to Pakistan by General
Yahya and was unjustly deprived of burial in Pakistan. He ought
to have been honored with official burial in Pakistan, being its first
President.

+ He cannot be absolved of the blame of postponing and
eventually cancelling the general elections. Perhaps he knew that
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after such elections, he had to seek fresh mandate as President under
the Constitution from the newly elected Assemblies. He might not
be happy about such prospect because many politicians had turned
against him due to his frequent meddling in politics.

e He appears to be aggrieved of the actions of General Ayub
and his military junta in throwing him out of power after a few days
of imposition of martial law and sending him in exile to Britain. He
should have known better. You die by the sword you live with. When
you have yourself resorted to unconstitutional steps, how can you be
aggrieved of others doing the same, only because this time it were
you who were on the receiving end.

Ammar Ali Qureshi; Independent Researcher/Author

« Among the first Indians to be trained at Sandhurst, Iskander
Mirza rose meteorically from being Deputy Commissioner Peshawar
in 1945 to Governor General of Pakistan in 1955. Mirza’s memoirs—
hitherto unpublished— have been an important omission in
Pakistan’s history as he played a key role in Pakistan’s formative
years. President Mirza was exiled by the army junta led by General
Ayub Khan a month after the 1958 coup. Candid and revealing,
his memoirs will be of interest to both historians and students of
history. Syed Khawar Mehdi, by unearthing/presenting very useful
information about Gwadar’s purchase in 1958, has made the book
even more appealing.

[ X X

Dr Syed Jaffer Ahmed Director, Institute of Historical and
Social Research, Karachi

« In reproducing an authentic version of Iskander Mirza’s
autobiography along with his quite revealing interview with Abul
Hassan ‘Ispahani and few historical documents, the editor of this
book sets out to put the record straight about Mirza, one of the most
influential figures in the power structure of the post-colonial state in
Pakistan. The real strength of the book lies in the fact that it brings
to the fore information based on primary sources which would help
researchersapproach the period with more accuracy and authenticity.
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This book is dedicated to
the People of Pakistan who deserve nothing
less than the truth,

and to

The Daughters of Iskander Mirza
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| fear lest the affectionate relationship might become for me a source
of arrogance. | fear that | might become proud over your love; and in
love, for pride to come about is most undesirable. May it not be that

you would become an enemy!

Oh Ghalib, if the branches of the roses don’t grow and embrace the
cypress and cause it to wear a colorful robe of flowers, then consider
that there’s a lack of grooming and flourishing.
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SECTION A



FOREWORD

Dr Hassan Abbas

Through this enlightening narrative of Pakistan’s fourth
Governor-General and first President, Iskander Mirza, the
editor/compiler, Syed Khawar Mehdi, endeavors to set a very
important node of Pakistan’s historical record straight. He
has also not only succeeded in doing justice to this crucial task
but has also opened up many avenues of further research for
historians interested in Pakistan’s early and formative years.

With a sharp introductory note, Khawar shares with
us an unpublished autobiography of Iskander Mirza and
transcript of a highly informative interview with Abul Hassan
Ispahani, a respected figure of the Freedom Movement. From
intriguing aspects of why the facts of Iskander Mirza’s life
remained hidden for so long to how stories about his life and
times offer new insights into the mindset of Pakistan’s political
and military elite, the book offers fascinating details. Khawar
doesn’t believe in mincing words. His introductory discourse

9
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

is sharp and he expresses his assessments and interpretation
in a straight-forward fashion. I believe the editor has built this
work on solid sources and deep research and has not shied away
from strongly criticizing the state as well as Pakistani academia
for not doing enough to present a fair assessment of Mirza. He
deserved better without a doubt.

Iskander Mirza was the first victim of Pakistan’s first
military dictator, General Ayub Khan. They were friends of
20 years and Mirza had appointed him his prime minister—a
controversial and unconstitutional decision—but he had little
idea that Ayub had ambitions of his own. Not ony that Mirza
was humiliated and exiled by Ayub, his remains after his death
in 1969 were not allowed to be buried in Pakistan by General
Yahya Khan which was truly unfortunate, unjust and reflective
of the extent of the ruling establishment’s pettiness and fear of
being exposed. As far as Mirza was concerned, he was honest in
acknowledging his “error of judgment”, as Khawar tells us, and
Mirza bravely even went to the extent of saying that those who
reach top political positions and commit such mistakes deserve
what they get.

Mirza’s life story is a fascinating tale full of adventure,
drama and intrigue. From his military training at Sandhurst to
his move to join the Indian Political Service serving in what is
today the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province (KP), he interacted
with prominent personalities of the times including Jawahar
Lal Nehru, Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Mohammad Ali Jinnah.

His observations about tribal ethos and rivalries among
the Pashtuns are enticing as well as entertaining. He travelled
across British India enriching his experience and he shares the
wisdom he acquired in these pages adding greatly to the value
of the discourse. Having myself served as a police officer in KP
(then NWFP) in late 1990s, I greatly enjoyed his insights into
the political realities of the area including his witty observations
about the law and order situation in the Pashtun areas. He once
advised the Governor of the province, Sir George Cunningham,

10
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Foreword

not to give much credence to police reports, saying, “all my
experience in all the districts had convinced me that these are
usually exaggerated and sometimes faked.” He was politically
astute and masterful as an administrator earning the trust
of the British before Partition as well as of Jinnah and the
Muslim League. Some of his assertions and reports as regards
Pakistan’s founding father and some of his political stalwarts
may sound controversial or overly critical to some but it must
be remembered that he was their contemporary and saw them
from close. He surely had his likes and dislikes. He remained
patriotic and dedicated to Pakistan till his last breath. To his
credit, he had committed to serve the cause of Pakistan while
being a British civil servant taking serious risks.

His description of challenges faced by a nascent Pakistan
add to former Prime Minister Chaudhry Mohammad Ali’s
well-known book titled, The Emergence of Pakistan published
first by Columbia University Press. His explanation of the
building of Pakistan’s armed forces and especially triggering
the Pashtun tribals to proceed to Kashmir offer some new
materials that will greatly interest historians. His depiction
of the political dramas that unraveled before his eyes are also
astonishing to say the least. He too was an influential player in
the corridors of power till his unceremonious ouster.

The Gwadar Papers, so meticulously researched by
Syed Khawar Mehdi, offer credible evidence of Mirza’s vision
and strategic thinking. He played a critical role in the final
acquisition of the port and it is clearly supported by these
papers. While Prime Minister Firoz Khan Noon is also justly
given credit for negotiating the deal successfully (benefitting
from his connections in London that influenced Oman), Mirza
was the powerful head of the state who was overseeing the
process and making important decisions.

There are many assertions in the discourse, for
instance, about India’s offer to Pakistan to lay off its hands
from Hyderabad and take Kashmir, that will be — and must

11
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

be — debated. Debating about conflicting versions of history
is a healthy debate. Pakistan will benefit from such discourse.
Nothing in Mirza’s account can be dismissed off-hand but it is
worth remembering that he wrote this narrative when he was
living in exile in London and must be very disappointed in how
things were developing in his beloved country. As they say, time
is also a great healer and he must have reassessed his opinions
and evaluated his missteps.

To the best of my knowledge, his version of history adds
great value to the history of Pakistan’s formation as well as
its early years. The editor, compiler and custodian of these
materials is an honourable ad patriotic man dedicated to
Pakistan. We owe him and other family members of Iskander
Mirzainvolvedinthisprojectaveryspecialthanksfor preserving
this valuable resource and deciding to share it publicly.

Dr Hassan Abbas is Distinguished Professor of International Relations
at the Near East South Asia Strategic Studies Centre (NESA), National
Defense University in Washington DC. He serves as a senior advisor at
Harvard University’s Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and
his current research work focuses on building narratives for countering
political and religious extremism and the rule of law reforms in developing

states.
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PREFACE: HOW IT ALL
STARTED

Syed Khawar Mehdi

“Seek the wisdom that will untie your knot.
Seek the path that demands your whole being.
Leave that which is not, but appears to be.
Seek that which is, but is not apparent”.

Rumi (Mevlana Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Balkhi)

Major General Syed Iskander Ali Mirza, President of Pakistan,
remained undefended all these years even though family and
well-meaning scholars and individuals on occasions tried to
correct the historical distortions created during the tenure of
General Ayub Khan and indifferently followed by subsequent
governments.

The falsifications of history were countered with facts

but the sincere efforts didn’t go far due to the unsympathetic
attitude of publishing houses fearing backlash from the State.
The sincere efforts by family, especially his daughters, through
Letters to the Editor in various newspapers and magazines
did make some headway and later materialized in the form of
a series of articles by his daughters, Begum Fakhri Asad Alj,
in magazines and books published by Begum Shah Taj Imam.

13



Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

These daring efforts were commendable in bringing forth the
truth and keeping interest alive but could not go far due to the
politically inconducive environment and weak promotion. Then
there were other books that didn’t do justice to the memory
of Iskander Mirza with pertinent historical accounts getting
submerged in intellectual didactics and self-glorification
straying away from the all too important context of Iskander
Mirza as President of Pakistan.

Suffice it to say that Iskander Mirza, the first President
of Pakistan, remained undefended in Pakistan’s history books
where his name is either missing or restricted as a passing
reference to the 7 October 1958 martial law which otherwise
would have been the shortest martial law had the highly-
ambitious General Ayub Khan not taken over the government
through a coup d’état on 27 October 1958.

Unlike the diaries of Ayub Khan which were all intact,
maintained by his family and an abetting State, Major General
Iskander Mirza wasn’t fortunate enough and all his diaries,
personal papers and belongings were either confiscated on the
special orders of General Ayub Khan or destroyed.

All these years, Iskander Mirza’s character assassination
became fashionable and no opportunity was missed to attack
and besmirch his reputation and blame him for anything and
everything that went wrong in Pakistan. There were academics
willing to please the regime, members of the establishment
and flatterers in press who took it as pastime to make Iskander
Mirza the whipping boy for all of Pakistan’s ills. The slanderous
onslaught was led, guided and directed by sycophants trying
to please President Ayub Khan and win his attention. In this
hateful pursuit, some in the bureaucracy and a few politicians
even had his name removed from school textbooks. In Pakistan,
where picayune rulers, corrupt politicians and bureaucrats have
roads and development projects named after them, you won’t
see a single road or institution named after Iskander Mirza; not
that he or his family ever desired such petty accolades but it

14

IQBAL
FORUM



Preface: How it all started

shows how ungracious and arrogant certain people can become
and display their calibre when vested with power.

There were few Pakistanis who withstood the prevailing
hostility, dared to speak the truth and not only defended him
but also continued to meet him in exile and found him to be
an honourable, deeply patriotic but broken man due to the
inexorable humiliations wrought on him by President Ayub, his
lackeys and General Yahya. The sad fact is that, even today, in
2023, Iskander Mirza’s name continues to be bowdlerized by
the establishment.

In all fairness, President Ayub Khan may not have been
the only one behind the hateful tirade but he never discouraged
thosewhowereoutdoingeachotherbyconcoctingand circulating
all kinds of disinformation casting aspersions on Iskander
Mirza’s financial propriety, his integrity and character. Such
was the atmosphere that prevailed and influenced the average
Pakistani’s impression of their first President. It would indeed
be a miracle if these memoirs can initiate an open debate aimed
at correcting historical distortions, bring about fair mindedness
and restore the image of an incorruptible person who served
his Quaid and country with integrity, utmost devotion, dignity
and remained honour-bound to Pakistan in duty, destiny and
death.

Reading his memoirs made me realise the misery and
misfortune that were unleashed on Iskander Mirza who was
forcibly sent abroad, never allowed to express his side of the
story, strictly forbidden to return to Pakistan, the homeland
thathe dearly loved. Theinjustices met out to him convinced me
to undertake this project and share with academics, historians
and readers in Pakistan and abroad Iskander Mirza’s side of the
story that remained in the family archives for more than fifty
years.

It took extensive research spread over five years with
help from family and friends. I scoured scores of publications,
locating archives and the countless discussions with Iskander

15
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

Mirza’s daughters and those who worked with him in various
capacities when he was President of Pakistan in order to gather
the facts relevant to accounts mentioned in his memoirs. It was
this spirit of fair mindedness that made me take up the task of
clearing his name and presenting the facts as they are without
any bias or hidden agenda as a befitting recognition and tribute
to a man who gave his very best to Quaid-e-Azam and Pakistan
with unflinching loyalty and devotion.

The last Governor-General and the first President of
Pakistan, Iskander Mirza, was sent into exile by his handpicked
Prime Minister, a serving general of the Pakistan Army
whom he had, in good faith, nominated as Chief Martial Law
Administrator for a limited-duration martial law to clean up
and get the country on course. General Ayub Khan had different
ideas; on the morning of 27 October 1958 upon assuming charge
as Prime Minister, that same night, and without wasting time,
he used the newly-acquired constitutional legitimacy to his
advantage and sent his confidante generals to the President’s
House with an Army posse and forcibly made President Iskander
Mirza sign a pre-drafted resignation letter at gunpoint.

The Dawn newspaper, in an earlier report (16 October
1958), quoted President Iskander Mirza: “I shall run martial
law for the shortest duration possible...Then we shall have a
national council of not more than twelve to fifteen persons and
run on that basis for some time to clean up the country.” He
openlywentontoindicatethat thirtyorforty menofgoodwilland
experience would be asked to frame a constitution. Censorship
would be lifted and the constitutional debate would be in the
open. The all too ambitious General Ayub Khan did not like
the declaration that martial law must be lifted by 7 November.
According to President Mirza: “I could see no reason for any
longer duration: the country had accepted the revolution with
enthusiasm, and I saw no reason why the public, or individuals,
should be punished to suffer unnecessarily.”

General Ayub Khan believed differently and went out of

16
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Preface: How it all started

his way to tone down the assurances the President gave at his 15
October press conferences. On 17 October, General Ayub issued
a statement as follows: “There seems to be a fear in the minds
of the people that if martial law is lifted soon the old order
will return” .... “Let me assure everyone that, whereas
martial law will not be retained a minute longer than
is necessary,_ it will not be lifted a minute earlier than
the purpose for which it has been imposed has been
fulfilled.” ‘

The Times London interpreted the statement with
the headline MARTIAL LAW TO BE RETAINED (18
October 1958). In the same report, The Times correspondent
observed: “General Ayub Khan’s statement this morning is
in no sense a direct contradiction of the President Mirza’s
declaration on the same subject.... But, with the subtlety
of their kind, political observers are inevitably comparing
their terms with some care.” The Times noted that “the
President’s assurances were welcomed with relief by the more
liberal-minded” but went on to suggest that a majority would
like General Ayub Khan and the army to stay in control of the
job of “clearing up the mess”.

What President Iskander Mirza did not fully realise was
the fact that he and General Ayub Khan were moving apart in
their thinking notwithstanding the fact that Ayub Khan was a
friend of his of twenty five years’ standing and unequivocally
trusted by him. Perhaps that was a mistake. Ayub Khan could
now see that the revolution enjoyed overwhelming support
from the public and well knew that President Iskander Mirza
was consulting with Chief Justice Munir on the form of a new
constitution. General Ayub knew that, if President Iskander
Mirza had his way, the Army would soon march back to the
barracks. Ayub Khan had his own ideas about all this and acted
solely out of self-interest.

The coup d’état on the night of 27 October 1958 struck
like a treacherous storm and so began the tragic journey for

17
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

the deposed President; he was shuttled to Quetta early morning
on the 28th, kept for few days before being shuttled back to
Karachi on the way to London where he would spend the rest
of his life in solitude, dignity and with unflinching love for his
country till his last breath.

IskanderMirzawashonour-boundtoJinnahand Pakistan
from the moment he had his first meeting in March 1943 with
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah. The self-imposed silence
by this man of utmost integrity was broken by the publication
of Friends Not Masters in 1967 — a dishonorable attempt by
President Ayub Khan in self-projection and glorifying his image
while still in office. Towards this propaganda exercise, Ayub
Khan most brazenly availed state resources, the services of civil
servants to the extent that a serving Information Secretary ghost
wrote his book. Undoubtedly the book Friends Not Masters is a
disreputable example of such indecorous abuse of position and
conduct unbecoming of an officer and sadly brought disgrace to
the office of the President of Pakistan.

It’s most convenient to write when in the seat of power
with the entire state machinery at one’s disposal and eager civil
servants anxiously offering services as handmaiden to further
a ruler’s ambitions and agendas. But it was beyond Iskander
Mirza’s sense of decorum and respect for the honourable office
to have written a book while being President. Even though he
had the unique distinction of having a personal relationship
with both Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Khan
Liaquat Ali Khan, he never got tempted by the desire to use his
relationship with two of the most powerful people in Pakistan
for self-promotion or gaining favors unlike Ayub Khan who
owed his career to Iskander Mirza who, on many occasions,
lived up to being a good friend and rescuing his friend from
difficult situations.

According to Muhammad Zahid Rifat in The Nation of
6 July 2018: “It is also a fact though very little known somehow
that, prior to his death, the Quaid-e-Azam as the first Governor-

18
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Preface: How it all started

General of the newly-established free, independent and
sovereign state had, in 1948, punished a senior army officer for
being more interested in politics than Army affairs. He was none
else than Brigadier Muhammad Ayub Khan. The reprimand so
given in the Quaid-e-Azam’s own handwriting is still preserved
in the Cabinet Division’s archives and may never see the light
of day like several other well-guarded documents that should
have been placed in the public domain a long time ago as per
“Right of Access to Information Act, 2017” which clearly states
that the government believes in transparency and the right
to have access to information to ensure that the people of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan have improved access to records
held by public authorities and promote the purposes of making
the government more accountable to its people.
Atvarioustimesafter hisretirement in London, the exiled
President Mirza penned down accounts of certain episodes with
the encouragement of old associates. The appearance of Friends
Not Masters by Field Marshal Ayub Khan gave offence by its
slighting of Major General Iskander Mirza, the first President
and last Governor-General of Pakistan. He thus resolved to
write his memoirs and sought assistance in getting them into
book form. A natural raconteur, he found no difficulty in educing
the past. The perusal of his own talk, via tape recordings,
stimulated the exiled President into further writing. It was
necessary to check this material fairly thoroughly as everything
was put down from memory. Research through old newspaper
files resulted in the discovery of speeches and statements made
during the 1950s and some excerpts were fitted into the story.
By 1969, a connected though incomplete narrative had been put
together. It was intended that this should form the substance of
a publication. For various reasons, mainly of health, General
Mirza found it difficult to give the narrative his attention. He
did go through it and made minor additions. While in exile in
London, Iskander Mirza suffered a series of heart attacks and
breathed his last on 13 November 1969 — but the story doesn’t

19
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

end there.

The government of Yahya Khan was so fearful of Major
General Iskander Mirza in death that he was denied burial in
his homeland in spite of several requests from the family. Less
than a year before his death, Major General Iskander Mirza
had requested General Yahya Khan that he be allowed to come
back to Pakistan but was rebutted with a curt no. Later General
Mirza’s daughter, Taj Imam, also sent a request to President
Yahya Khanwhich, too, was turned down. Atthat time, Iran had
extremely cordial relations with Pakistan and the Shahinshah
of Iran, having personal regard for Iskander Mirza, offered a
state funeral with full military honours for the first President
of Pakistan at Shahar e Rey near Tehran. Those who knew Syed
Iskander Ali Mirza will recall his distinctive style of address
and can judge how far the man speaks as himself through these
pages in his defence without compromising on decorum and
his love for Pakistan.

Major General Iskander Mirza was an honourable
man of strong character who faced many a tribulation during
exile in London but never complained or ever badmouthed
his country unlike the later day rulers who never missed any
opportunity, when not in power and abroad, callously taking
shots at Pakistan, shamelessly hobnobbing with Pakistan’s
enemies and, most disgracefully, settling scores in the media
oblivious to the shame it brought to Pakistan. Even in exile,
honour meant a lot to Iskander Mirza as is obvious in this
excerpt from a letter to his son, Humayun Mirza, dated
9 November 1958: “I trusted the Army and in (the) military
honour of General Ayub Khan. This was an error of judgment
and people who get to the top and misjudge as Idid ___haveno
right to complain and deserve what they get. This is the end of
an episode as far as I am concerned. Individuals don’t count,
it is the country which matters.” Perhaps the matter would
have rested on that last word from Iskander Mirza but for the
malicious propaganda and disinformation directed at him in

20
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Preface: How it all started

General Ayub Khan’s Friends Not Masters.

For various reasons, Iskander Mirza’s memoirs couldn’t
be published and now, after more than half a century, it is
being published in its totality and lays open the facts in his own
words for historians, academics and the people of Pakistan to
judge the man who was a trusted lieutenant of Quaid-e-Azam
and, while in Indian Political Service, secretly worked with
Jinnah (who fully recognized the invaluable potential in the
young Deputy Commissioner of Peshawar) towards the most
challenging task of achieving Pakistan from the British. It is
interesting to note that, as far back as 1943, Iskander Mirza, an
IPS Officer and expert on NWFP and the Tribal Areas had, in
1943, long before Pakistan came into existence, established his
allegiance to Jinnah and “recognized him as the political head
of the Muslims of India”. -

This book is in three parts. Section A comprises the
Foreword by Dr Hassan Abbas who is Distinguished Professor
of International Relations at the Near East South Asia Strategic
Strategic Studies Centre (NESA), National Defense University in
Washington DC; Preface, List of Characters, Acknowledgements,
the Memoirs with minor editing of grammar and the chronological
narration of historical accounts, the transcription of Iskander
Mirza’s interview that he gave to his friend, legislator and diplomat,
Abul Hassan Ispahani, in London on 23 September 1967. Section B
covers Iskander Mirza’s role in the acquisition of Gwadar based on
actual declassified documents from the National Archivesin the UK
and Arabian Gulf Digital Alliance. Section C comprises Favourite
Books from Iskander Mirza’s personal library, Afterword, Glossary
and Index.

The Illustrations are in three sets. Set 1 covers the period
as Governor General and President. Set 2 covers Indian Political
Service, Defense Secretary of Pakistan and Personal & Family
photos. Set 3 covers Exile, Funeral and the National Archivesin
London.

Thursday, 9 February 2023
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Abdul Mansoor /Abul Mansur Ahmad (1898-1979).
Actual name was Ahmad Ali Farazi. He was a Bangladeshi
politician, writer and journalist. As a politician, he worked for
the Indian National Congress, Krishak Praja Samity, Muslim
League, and the Awami League. He was an author of stories,
novels and political satires. As a journalist and politician,
he wrote extensively on politics, culture and history. He was
awarded the Bangla Academy Literary Award in 1960 and
the Independence Day Award in 1979 by the Government of
Bangladesh.

Abdul Qayyum Khan (1901-1981). Khan Abdul
Qayyum Khan was a politician in British Indian politics as well
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as in Pakistani politics. He began his political career with the
Indian National Congress in 1934. He was Congress deputy
leader in the NWFP Assembly. He joined the Muslim League
NWFP Branch and after Independence became NWFP’s first
Chief Minister. During Ayub Khan’s regime, he was disqualified
from politics and imprisoned for two years. He was nominated
as Federal Interior Minister by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, a position
he held until the 1977 elections.

Abdul Rashid / Sardar Abdur Rashid Khan
(1906—1995). He was the Inspector General of Police in the
NWFP province. He was appointed as the eighth Chief Minister
of the NWFP from 1953 till 1955. He served in the cabinet of Dr
Khan Sahib initially as Minister for Health and later as Minister
for Finance and Information. He was elected as the Chief
Minister of West Pakistan after Dr Khan Sahib’s resignation. He
served as Minister for Commerce and Industries in the cabinet
of Prime Minister Sir Firoz Khan Noon. He was Minister for
Home Affairs (Interior), Kashmir Affairs, States, and Frontier
Regions in General Yahya Khan’s presidential cabinet.

AbuHossain Sarkar / AbuHussain Sarkar (1894—
1969). A Bengali politician and the 4th Chief Minister of East
Pakistan. He joined the Indian National Congress and played
an active role in the national movement. However, in 1935,
over some difference of opinion with the Congress leaders, he
left Congress and joined A.K. Fazlul Haq’s Krishak Praja Party.
In 1937, he was elected to the Bengal Constituent Assembly.
As a United Front candidate, he was elected to the East Bengal
Provincial Assembly in 1954. In 1955, he was Minister of Health
in the cabinet of Prime Minister Chaudhari Mohammad Ali. In
June 1955, he was elected as the Chief Minister of East Bengal.
He played a vital role in floating the National Democratic Front
(NDF) headed by Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy in 1962 and
actively participated in the movement for the restoration of
democracy in the country.
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Acharaya Kripalani (1888-1982). A prominent
Indian educator, social activist and politician in both pre
and post-independence India, his actual name was Jivatram
Bhagwandas Kripalani, popularly known as Acharya Kripalani.
He was a close associate of Gandhi and a long-time supporter
of his ideology. He became General Secretary of the All-India
Congress Committee in 1928-29 and again from 1934—
45. He was also elected to the Lok Sabha in 1951 and was
re-elected in 1957, 1963, and 1967. He died at the age of 93.

Aftab Ahmad. Principal Secretary to Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy, the fifth Prime Minister of Pakistan (12 September
1956—17 October 1957).

Air Commodore (later Air Marshal) Asghar
Khan (1921—2018). Muhammad Asghar Khan was a three-
star Air Force General and politician. He served as the first
Pakistani Muslim Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Air
Force (PAF). Prime Minister Suhrawardy upgraded him from
Air Vice Marshal to the rank of three-star Air Marshal. Under
his command, PAF defeated the Indian Air Force (IAF) during
the 1965 war. After retiring from the PAF, he took over the
command of Pakistan International Airline (PIA). In 1970,
Asghar Khan formed his own political party called Tehreek-e-
Istiglal. He died on 5 January 2018 in Abbottabad at the age of
96.

Air Commodore Rabb (1914-1996). Magbool Rabb,
was commissioned in the Royal Indian Air Force on 15 February
1940. In 1941, he was elevated to Flying Officer and, in 1943,
he was raised to the post of Acting Flight Lieutenant. In June
1947, he was appointed as Squadron Leader, No. 2 Squadron,
Kohat, Royal Indian Air Force. Later, he was assigned as Wing
Commander of Elementary Flying Training School, Jodhpur;
he was the first Indian to be given this high position. After
Partition, he chose to live in Pakistan and was promoted to Air
Commodore in the Royal Pakistan Air Force.
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Air Vice Marshal Atcherley (1904-1970). Sir
Richard Llewellyn Roger Atcherley was a senior officer in the
Royal Air Force. From 1949 to 1951, he served as Chief of the
Air Staff for the Royal Pakistani Air Force in 1949. He died on
18 April 1970 aged 66.

Air Vice Marshal Cannon (1904—-1986). Leslie
William Cannon was a senior officer in the Royal Air Force. He
served as Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Pakistan Air Force
from 1952 to 1955.

Amir of Bahawalpur (1904-1966). Sir Sadiq
Muhammad Khan V Abbasi was the Nawab of Bahawalpur
State. On 15 August 1947, he was promoted to the title of Amir
of Bahawalpur. He acceded to the Dominion of Pakistan a
month later. Following India’s partition, he established the
Amir of Bahawalpur Refugee Relief and Rehabilitation Fund to
assist refugees fleeing India. In 1955, he and Governor-General
Ghulam Muhammad signed an agreement under which the
State of Bahawalpur became part of the province of West
Pakistan. In May 1966, Nawab Sadiq died in London.

Amir of Khairpur (b. 1933). George Ali Murad Khan
Talpur II ascended the throne on 24 July 1947 when his father,
Faiz Muhammad Khan II, was deposed by the British on 19
July 1947 on grounds of being mentally unfit. Since he was a
minor, the state was governed by a regency board made up
of his close relatives. On 3 October 1951, one of the regents,
Mir Ghulam Hussain Khan, signed the document of accession
on behalf of the Amir, acceding the state to the Dominion of
Pakistan. In 1955, the state merged with Pakistan, removing
Amir’s sovereign status.

Aslam Khattak (1908-2008). His full name was
Muhammad Aslam Khan Khattak. He was a Pakistani politician
and diplomat. During his civil service career, he worked for
Dr Khan Sahib’s provincial government in the NWFP. In the
1970 elections, he was elected as an independent to the NWFP
Provincial Assembly. In 1972, he was elected Speaker of the
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NWEFP Assembly. From 1973-1974, he served as the tenth
Governor of NWFP. As a diplomat, he served as Ambassador to
Iran (1974—1977), Iraq, and Afghanistan.

Ataur Rehman Khan (1905-1991). A Bangladeshi
lawyer, politician and writer. Served as 5th Chief Minister of
East Pakistan from 1956 to 1958 and as the Prime Minister of
Bangladesh from 1984 to 1986.

Attlee (1883—-1967). Clement Richard Attlee was
a British politician. He was the first Labour Prime Minister
(1945—-1951) with a majority in government. He presided over
the establishment of the welfare state in Great Britain, the
granting of independence to India and the conversion of the
British Empire into the Commonwealth of Nations. He was
made a member of the House of Lords after he retired and
became the first Earl Attlee.

Ayub Khan (1907-1974). Muhammad Ayub Khan
was a British Indian Army officer who opted for the new state
of Pakistan. He was a self-appointed Field Marshal, a five-star
general and statesman. He served as the second President of
Pakistan and its first military dictator from 1958 until his forced
resignation in 1969.

Bahadur Khan (1908-1975). Khan Sardar Bahadur
Khan was a Pakistani politician. He served as the gth Chief
Minister of the NWFP. He was the brother of President Field
Marshal Muhammad Ayub Khan. In 1939, he was elected as
a Muslim League member to the NWFP Legislative Assembly
from Haripur. He served as Minister for Communications in
the cabinets of multiple prime ministers viz. Liaquat Ali Khan,
Khawaja Nazimuddin and Mohammad Ali Bogra. From 1954—
1955 he served as Chief Commissioner of Baluchistan.

Begum Ra’ana Liaquat Ali Khan (1905-1990).
Born as Irene Margaret Pant in a Hindu family that had
adopted Christianity, she was one of the leading women figures
in the Pakistan Movement, a career economist and prominent
stateswoman. Irene Pant was teaching Economics in a Delhi
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College when she met Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan. They
married in 1933 and Irene Pant became Ra’ana Liaquat Ali
Khan. After Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan’s assassination in
1951, she continued to be active in public life and her non-profit
organization, All Pakistan Women’s Association (APWA). She
was appointed as Pakistan’s first female Ambassador to Italy
and Tunisia. She died on 13 June 1990 and was buried next to
her husband in the precincts of the Quaid-e-Azam’s Mausoleum.

Begum Shah Nawaz (1896-1979). Her actual
name was Jahanara Shahnawaz. A politician and Muslim
League activist, she was the daughter of Sir Muhammad
Shafi and wife of Mian Shah Nawaz. In 1935, she founded
the Punjab Provincial Women’s Muslim League. In 1937,
she was elected to the Punjab Legislative Assembly and was
appointed Parliamentary Secretary for Education, Medical
Relief and Public Health. In 1938, she became a member of
the Women’s Central Sub-committee of the All-India Muslim
League. She was president of the provincial branch of the
All-India Muslim Women’s Conference and also served as
vice-president of the Central Committee of the All-India
Muslim Women’s Conference. She was a member of the
All-Indian General Committee of the Red Cross Society.

Brigadier Sher Muhammad Khan (d. 1949). He
graduated from the Royal Military College at Sandhurst in 1932.
He fought in the Waziristan Campaign of 1936—1939. In the
Second World War he served in Africa and earned his Military
Cross. After partition of India, he was appointed as the first
Director of Military Intelligence (DMI) by General Messervy.
He held the post for six months and was then appointed as
Director Military Operations (DMO). In both these key posts he
was involved in the Kashmir War 1947. He died on 13 December
1949 in a plane crash.
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Ch. Farzand Ali. He was elected as a member of the
Punjab Legislative Assembly from Bahawalpur District in May
1956 and remained a member till October 1958.

Ch. Muhammad Hanif. He was elected to the
Punjab Legislative Assembly from the Multan constituency
in 1951, serving from 7 May 1951 to 14 October 1955. He was
re-elected in 1956 and remained a member from 19 May 1956
to 7 October 1958.

Ch. Muhammad Hussain Chatha. He was a member
of the Punjab Legislative Assembly during 1946-47.

In 1947, he was elected as a member of the West Punjab

LegislativeAssemblyandremained amemberuntil 1949. During
this period, he also served as Parliamentary Secretary.
In 1951, he was elected as a member of the Punjab Legislative
Assembly and remained a member until 1955. During this time,
he served as senior minister in the cabinet of Mian Mumtaz
Khan Daultana.

In 1962, during Ayub Khan’s regime, he was elected as a
member of the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan and remained
a member till 1965.

Ch. Salahuddin. In 1946, 1951, and 1956, he
was chosen to represent the Gujranwala constituency in
the Punjab Legislative Assembly.

Chaudhari Muhammad Ali (1905-1982). He was
the 4th Prime Minister of Pakistan. In 1928, he joined the
Indian Civil Service as an accountant in the Audit and Accounts
Service. After Independence in 1947, he was appointed Finance
Secretary under Finance Minister Ghulam Muhammad. In
1951, Prime Minister Khawaja Nazimuddin appointed him as
Finance Minister and he retained this position in Mohammad
Ali Bogra’s government. Following the dismissal of the Bogra
administration by Governor-General Iskander Mirza on 11
August 1955, he was appointed Pakistan’s 4th Prime Minister.
During his tenure, the constitution was promulgated on 23
March 1956.
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Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman (1889-1973). One of
the founding fathers of Pakistan and leader of the All-India
Muslim League in the United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh).
He was an active worker of the Khilafat and Non-Cooperation
Movements. He left Congress and joined the Muslim League.
He became a strong supporter of Jinnah in the Pakistan
movement. In 1937 and 1946, he was a Muslim League member
in the UP Legislative Assembly. In 1946—47, he became the
Muslim League member of the Indian Constituent Assembly.
At the time of Independence in August 1947, he was still serving
as the Muslim League member of the Constituent Assembly of
India. He migrated to Pakistan in November 1947.

Chundrigar (1897-1960).IsmailIbrahim Chundrigar
was commonly known as L. I. Chundrigar. He was the 6th Prime
Minister of Pakistan. In 1938, he was chosen Deputy Leader
of the Muslim League Parliamentary Party. After Partition, he
was appointed Minister of Commerce and Trade in Liaquat Ali
Khan’s administration. In 1950, he was Governor of the NWFP.
From 1951 till 1953, he was Governor of West Punjab. From
1955 till 1956, he was appointed Minister of Law and Justice. In
18 October 1957, he became 6th Prime Minister of Pakistan. He
resigned on 11 December 1957. His tenure is the third shortest
served in the parliamentary history of Pakistan. In 1958, he
was appointed President of the Supreme Court Bar Association
which he remained until his death in 1960.

Dr Khan Sahib (1883-1958). His real moniker was
Khan Abdul Jabbar Khan. He was the elder brother of Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan. After obtaining a medical degree from
London and serving for some time as a captain doctor in
France during the First World War, he returned to India. He
practised medicine briefly before entering politics. He and his
brother were opposed to the partition of India and favoured a
united country. His coalition of the Khudai Khidmatgars won
offices in the province in both the 1937 and 1946 elections. He
was thrice the Chief Minister of NWFP (1937—9; 1943; 1946).
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On 22 August 1947, he was dismissed by Governor George
Cunningham on the advice of M.A. Jinnah, the Governor-
General of Pakistan. He returned to politics as a minister in the
cabinet headed by Mohammad Ali Bogra in 1953 and, in 1955,
became chief minister of the unified province of West Pakistan.
In 1958, he was assassinated at Lahore by a dismissed patwari
from Mianwali whom he had refused to reinstate.

Eisenhower (1890-1969). David Dwight Eisenhower
was the 34th President of the United States (1953—61). He had
been Supreme Commander of theAllied forcesinwestern Europe
during the Second World War. After the war, he assumed the
supreme command over the new NATO forces being assembled
in 1951. Republican emissaries in Paris persuaded him to run
for President in 1952. In the 42nd presidential election, held
on 4 November 1952, Republican Dwight D. Eisenhower won a
landslide victory and became the 34th President. In November
1955 he was re-elected for his second term.

Fazal-ul-Haq / A.K. Fazlul Haq (1873-1962). His
full name was Abul Kasem Fazlul Haq, aka “Sher-e-Bangla”. He
was a British Indian and Pakistani lawyer, writer, who served
as the first and longest Prime Minister of Bengal. He also held
different political posts including General Secretary of the
Indian National Congress (1918—1919); Education Minister
(1924); the first Muslim Mayor of Calcutta (1935); Chief
Minister of undivided Bengal (1937—-1943) and East Pakistan
(1954); Home Minister of Pakistan (1955—56); Governor of East
Pakistan (1956—58); Food and Agriculture Minister of Pakistan
(1958-61). He died on Friday, 27 April 1962.

Field Marshal Lord Wavell (1883—-1950). A senior
commander of the British Army. His name was Archibald
Percival Wavell. He served in the Second Boer War, the Bazar
Valley Campaign and the First World War. He served in the
Second World War, initially as Commander-in-Chief of the
Middle East. From July 1941 until June 1943, he served as
Commander-in-Chief in India, (apart from a brief tour as
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Commander of ABDACOM), and then served as Viceroy of
India until his retirement in February 1947. He died on 24 May
1950.

Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck (1884-—
1981). Sir Claude John Eyre Auchinleck was a British army
commander during the Second World War. He was a career
soldier who spent much of his military career in India where
he rose to become Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army
in 1941. In July 1941, he was appointed Commander-in-Chief
of the Middle East. In June 1943, he was again appointed as
Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army. He was promoted to
Field Marshal in 1946. As Supreme Commander in India, he
administered the splitting of the Indian Army following the
creation of Pakistan. He retired to the UK but, at the age of 84,
immigrated to Morocco where he died at the age of 96.

G.B. Raisani (1924-—1987). His real name was
Nawab Mir Ghous Bakhsh Khan Raisani. He was born on 6
September 1924 in Kanak, Baluchistan. He attended Colonel
Brown Cambridge School, Dehradun. Raisani was a Pakistani
politician who served as the 2nd Governor of Baluchistan from
26 December 1971 to 29 April 1972. He was also a Federal
Minister for Food and Agriculture and the provincial President
of the Pakistan People’s Party. He was killed in 1987 along with
his four bodyguards in the Mehrgarh area of Kachhi District.

G.M. Syed (1904-1995). Ghulam Murtaza Syed
was a prominent Sindhi politician who is also known for his
scholarly work. He began his political career when he joined
the Khilafat Movement. In 1938, he joined the All-India
Muslim League and became a member of its Central Committee
but, in 1946, he left the party. In 1972, he founded the
“Jiy-e-Sind” movement which intended to create “Sindhu
Desh”. He has written over 60 books on topics like politics,
religion, culture, literature and a commentary on the famed
poet, Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai. He spent approximately thirty
years of his life in prisons and house arrests for opposing the
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anti-Sindh policies. He died on 25 April 1995.

G.S. Bhalja. An Indian Civil Service (ICS) officer
in British India who, after independence, became the first
Defence Secretary from 21 July 1947 to 6 October 1947.

Gandhi / Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (1869—
1948). Commonly known as Mahatma Gandhi and Bapu, he
was an Indian lawyer, politician, social activist and writer who
became the leader of the nationalist movement against the
British rule of India. In 1921, he became President of the Indian
National Congress, and launched a nationwide campaign to
achieve Swaraj or self-rule. He was imprisoned several times
during his pursuit of non-cooperation and undertook a number
of hunger strikes to protest the oppression of India’s poorest
classes. Following Partition in 1947, he went on hunger strikes
in the months that followed, eventually succeeding in stopping
the rioting. He was assassinated by Nathuram Godse, a young
Hindu fanatic, in Delhi on 30 January 1948.

General Akbar Khan (1912-1993). Mohammed
Akbar Khan was an officer of the British Indian Army and later
the Pakistan Army. He took part in the Waziristan Campaign
during 1937-1938. During the Second World War, he served
in Burma to fight the Imperial Japanese Army. During the time
of Independence in 1947, he commanded the Kashmiri rebels
and Pashtun irregulars in the Kashmir War of 1947 under the
pseudonym “General Tariq”. In 1951, he was found guilty of
an attempted coup known as the Rawalpindi Conspiracy and
served a five-year prison sentence. Later, he served as the Chief
of National Security under Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto.
He died in 1993 at the age of 81 in Karachi.

General Burki / Wajid Ali Khan Burki (1900-
1989). He was sent to England to study medicine at the
University of St Andrews. He received his M.D. degree in 1926.
In 1927, he joined the Indian Medical Service and worked in
military hospitals at Jalandhar, Quetta and Karachi. He then
went to England to pursue further medical education, earning
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his D.O.M.S. degree in 1932. After Independence, he chose to
live in Pakistan and became the first Deputy Director of the
Army Medical Corps, Pakistan. In 1952, he was appointed Major
General. In 1953, he was appointed Director-General of the
Armed Forces Medical Services. He also served as Minister-in-
Charge of the Ministry of Health under the military government
of Field Marshal Ayub Khan.

General Cariappa (1899-1993). His full name was
Kodandera Madappa Cariappa, commonly known as K.M.
Cariappa. He was a career soldier serving in various posts
including the Middle East combat (1941—42) and the Burma
front (1943—44). In January 1949, he was named the first
Indian Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army. In 1986, the
Indian governmeént promoted him to the honorary rank of Field
Marshal in recognition of his exemplary services to the country.

General Iftikhar (1907-1949). Muhammed Iftikhar
Khan was an officer of the British Indian Army and later the
Pakistan Army. After attending the Royal Military College,
Sandhurst, he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant on
the Unattached List for the Indian Army on 29 August 1929.
Following Partition in 1947, he opted to join the Pakistan
Army. On 1 January 1948, he assumed the command of the
10th Division. He had been nominated to become the first
local Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Army after General
Gracey’s retirement. However, he was killed in a plane crash
on 13 December 1949 before being appointed Commander-in-
Chief.

General Musa (1908-1991). Muhammad Musa
Khan was recruited to the British Indian Army as a Jawan in
1926 and eventually joined the 4th Hazara Pioneers after being
promoted as Naik (a non-commissioned officer) in the British
Indian Army. He participated in the Waziristan Campaign from
1936 to 1938. During the Second World War, he served in the
Burma Campaign, North Africa and the Middle East. Following
Partition in 1947, he chose Pakistan and became a Staff Officer
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in the Pakistan Army. During the Kashmir War of 1947, he
served as acting Brigadier and in charge of the 103rd Infantry
Brigade in Kashmir. In October 1958, he was promoted to four-
star General and was named Commander-in-Chief when Ayub
Khan was promoted to Field Marshal. When he retired in 1966,
Ayub Khan nominated him Governor of West Pakistan. In 1985,
he was appointed Governor of Baluchistan.

General Raza (1905-1984). Nawabzada Agha
Mohammad Raza was a Pakistani general and a diplomat.
He was trained at the Sandhurst Royal Military Academy in
England and served as an Indian government official before
Partition in 1947. After Partition Pakistan appointed him
Adjutant General responsible for reorganizing the army. He
served as Ambassador to China in 1951-54 and 1962—66,
Ambassador to Iran, France, and Italy and, in 1971—72, to the
United States. later he became the administration head in the
Pakistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad. He died on
16 June 1984.

General Ross Mackay / McCay (1895—-1969). Ross
Cairns McCay was a native of Australia. He enlisted in the
First Australian Imperial Force in August 1914 and left from
Melbourne on 20 October 1914 for conflicts in Gallipoli, Egypt,
France and Belgium. In February 1918, he was transferred to
the British Indian Army. He served with the British Army in
India and Burma in the Second World War and remained in
the Indian Army after the Second World War. He was Military
Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief from 1944 to 1946.
In August 1947, he was Chief of the General Staff, Pakistan
Army. In 1951, Ross was placed on the retired list of the British
Army with the honorary rank of Lieutenant General. His final
appointment was as Chief Military Advisor to the Government
of Pakistan until 1952.
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General Sir Douglas Gracey (1894-1964). Sir
Douglas David Gracey was a British Indian Army officer who
fought in both the First and Second World Wars. After the
Second World War, he commanded, Northern Command and
Indian I Corps in India. After Partition, he was appointed
Chief of the General Staff and Deputy Commander-in-Chief in
the Pakistan Army. In 1948, he succeeded Frank Messervy as
Commander-in-Chief of the Pakistan Army. He retired from
the Pakistan Army in April 1951.

General Sir Frank Messervy (1893-1974). Sir
Frank Walter Messervy was a British Indian Army officer in the
First and Second World Wars. He received his education at Eton
College and Sandhurst Military Academy. He was commissioned
into the British Army in 1913. In 1946, he was made General
Officer Commander-in-Chief of the Northern Command in
India. After Independence, he served as Commander-in-Chief
of the Pakistan Army. He retired from the British Army in 1948
and was granted the honorary rank of General.

General Yahya (1917-1980). Agha Mohammad
Yahya Khan was commonly known as Yahya Khan. He was a
four-star general who served as the 5th Commander-in-Chief
of the Pakistan Army, Chief Martial Law Administrator and as
the 3rd President of Pakistan. He held the country’s first free
and fair elections in 1970 but a severe conflict erupted between
the Central Government and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s Awami
Party in East Pakistan. Yahya Khan responded by ordering the
army to suppress the Awami League Party which led to the
breakup of East Pakistan from West Pakistan. Yahya Khan
resigned on 20 December 1971 after Bangladesh’s independence
from West Pakistan.

General Zia ul-Haq (1924-1988). He was a
four star general and politician from Pakistan who became the
country’s 6th President after imposing Martial Law in 1977. Zia
was President until his death in a plane crash in 1988. He is
the country’s longest-serving de facto ruler and Chief of Army
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Staff. He was a key figure in the Soviet-Afghan War of 1979.
In 1985, he lifted Martial Law and held party-free elections,
Zia selected Mohammad Khan Junejo as Prime Minister and
accumulated more presidential powers via the 8th Amendment
to the Constitution. He also attempted to extend his support
base by advocating for the Islamization of Pakistan.

Ghulam Muhammad (1895-1956). A Pakistani
politician and financier who served as the 3rd Governor-General
of Pakistan. He joined the Indian Civil Service as a Chartered
Accountant at the Indian Railway Accounts Service. After
Independence, hejoined the Liaquat Ali Khan administration as
the country’s first finance minister.Following the assassination
of Liaquat Ali Khan in 1951, he was invited by Prime Minister
Khawaja Nazimuddin to be the Governor-General. Nationwide
violence due to the language movement in East Bengal and
religious riots in Lahore made him dismiss the Nazimuddin
administration. In 1955, he was forced to resign from the post of
Governor-General due to poor health by Interior Minister
Iskander Mirza who took control of the office. He died in 1956
in Karachi.

Ghulam Muhammad of Lundkhwar (b. 1908).
He joined the All-India National Congress and the Khilafat
Committee. He was a staunch supporter of Muhammad Ali
Jauhar. In 1942, when he left Congress, he was invited by
Mohammad Ali Jinnah to join the Muslim League which he
refused at that time but, in 1944, he accepted the invitation
and became a member of the NWFP Muslim League Working
Committee. After Independence, he joined the All Pakistan
Awami Muslim League. During the tenure of the Qayyum
government, as an opposition leader, he was arrested and sent
to jail for four and a half years.
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Gulbadin Hekmatyar (b. 1949). An Afghan
politician, former Mujahideen leader and drug trafficker.
He is the founder and current leader of the Hezb-e-Islami
Gulbuddin political party. During the Soviet-Afghan War 1979,
he received aid from Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, United States and
United Kingdom. When the Soviet-Afghan War ended in 1989,
he used funds and weaponry provided by the CIA and ISI to
establish his group into one of the Middle East’s main heroin
producers. He served as Afghanistan’s Prime Minister from
1993 to 1994 and briefly again in 1996. The Taliban takeover of
Kabul compelled him to flee to Tehran, Iran. In 2016, he signed
a peace deal with the Afghan government and was allowed to
return to Afghanistan after almost 20 years in exile.

H.S. Suhrawardy (1892-1963). Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy was a Bengali barrister and politician. He was
Prime Minister of Bengal in 1946—47 and Prime Minister of
Pakistan in 1956—57. He was called to the Bar of England and
Wales through Gray’s Inn in 1922—23. After returning to India,
he entered politics and became Deputy Mayor of Calcutta in
1924. In 1925, he joined the All-India Muslim League. In 1946,
he headed the Muslim League government as Prime Minister
of Bengal. In 1956, Iskander Mirza made him Prime Minister
after Chaudhry Muhammad Ali had resigned. However, due
to the political turmoil in Pakistan at that time, he resigned
on 17 October 1957. After being disqualified from politics by
President Ayub Khan, Suhrawardy relocated to Lebanon where
he died in 1963.

Habibullah Khan (1901-1978). A political activist
from Bannu, he campaigned against the British Rule in NWFP.
He joined the Khaksar Movement and worked in the NWFP.
Upon the Partition of India in 1947, he opted for a career in law
and became the first district and sessions judge of the Peshawar
High Court in 1947. He started his political career when he won
the elections in 1962 and was appointed Interior Minister of
Pakistan when General Ayub Khan was declared President.
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He was the first Chairman of Pakistan’s Senate, serving from
6 August 1973 to 5 August 1975, and was re-elected for the
Senate’s second term from 6 August 1975 to 4 July 1977. He
served as acting President of Pakistan from 1977 to 1978 when
General Muhammad Zia ul-Haq imposed martial law on the
country.

Hari Singh Nalwa (1791-1837). He was Commander-
in-Chief of the Khalsa, the army of the Sikh Empire. He is
known for his role in the conquests of Kasur, Sialkot, Attock,
Multan, Kashmir, Peshawar and Jamrud. He was responsible
for expanding the frontier of the Sikh Empire beyond the Indus
River right up to the mouth of the Khyber Pass. He served as
Governor of Kashmir, Peshawar and Hazara. He established a
mint on behalf of the Sikh Empire to facilitate revenue collection
in Kashmir and Peshawar. He died fighting the Pathan forces of
Dost Mohammed Khan of Afghanistan. He was cremated in the
Jamrud Fort built at the mouth of the Khyber Pass.

Harold Macmillan (1894-1986). Maurice Harold
Macmillan, 1st Earl of Stockton, was a British Conservative
statesman and politician who was Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom from 1957 to 1963. Due to the Suez Canal debacle,
he became Prime Minister after the forced resignation of Sir
Anthony Eden in January 1957. In 1963, he was confronted
with the French veto (29 January 1963) of Great Britain’s entry
into the European Economic Community and the country’s
problems with the balance of payments. The sacking of six
cabinet ministers and a series of scandals, the most damaging
of which involved the minister, John Profumo, he resigned in
October 1963. He was created Earl of Stockton in 1984 and died
in 1986.

Hassan Ispahani (1902—-1981). His actual name was
Mirza Abul Hassan Ispahani. He was a Pakistani politician and
diplomat. He joined the All-India Muslim League in April 1941.
He became a member of the Indian Constituent Assembly in
1946 and represented the Muslim League. After independence
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in 1947, he became a member of the Pakistan Constituent
Assembly. He was Ambassador to the United States from
September 1947 to February 1952, Vice Chairman of the
Pakistan Delegation to the UN Security Council on the Kashmir
issue, High Commissioner to the UK from 1952 to 1954, Federal
Minister for Industries and Commerce from 1954 to 1955 and
Ambassador to Afghanistan in 1973-74. He died in Karachi in
1981.

John Foster Dulles (1888-1959). An American
diplomat, lawyer, and Republican Party politician. He served
as the United States Secretary of State under President Dwight
D. Eisenhower from 1953 to 1959 and was briefly a Republican
US Senator for New York in 1949. Poor health forced him to
resign his position at the Department of State in April 1959,
only weeks before his death on 24 May 19509.

Kh. Safdar. His actual name was Khawaja Muhammad
Safdar. He was a Pakistani politician from the Pakistan Muslim
League. He took an active part in the Pakistan Movement. In
1962, he served as the Leader of Opposition in the Provincial
Assembly of West Pakistan until General Yahya Khan
disbanded the Assemblies. In 1965, he was elected Member
of the Provincial Assembly of West Pakistan from Sialkot and
remained so till 1969. From 1975 till 1977, he was member of
the Senate of Pakistan from Punjab. In 1981, he was nominated
Chairman of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament), Pakistan.

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan aka Bacha Khan
{(1890-1988). The younger brother of Dr Khan Sahib, Bacha
Khan was an alumnus of Aligarh Muslim University. Having
witnessed the repeated failure of revolts against the British Raj,
Bacha Khan decided that social activism and reform would be
more beneficial for the Pashtuns. This led to the formation of
Anjuman Islah-e-Afghanain 1921 and the Pashtun Jirga in 1927.
A close friend of Mahatma Gandhi, Bacha Khan was referred to
as the “Frontier Gandhi”. He founded the Khudai Khidmatgar
movement in 1929 and strongly opposed the Partition of
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India. After Partition, Bacha Khan demanded an autonomous
Pashtunistan administrative unit within the country. In 1956,
he was arrested for his opposition to the One Unit programme.
He spent many years in prison but would not support Pakistan.
He died on 20 January 1988 at the age of 97 and was buried in
Jalalabad, Afghanistan, in accordance with his will.

Khan of Kalat (1902—-1979). Khan Mir Ahmad Yar
KhanAhmedzaiwas the last Khan of Kalat, a princely state within
British India and the Dominion of Pakistan, serving from 10
September 1933 to 14 October 1955. In 1958, he briefly declared
himself Khan again in defiance of the Pakistani authority.
On 6 October 1958, the Pakistan government arrested and
imprisoned Mir Ahmad Yar Khan on sedition charges during
the coup d’état against President Iskander Mirza. He was later
released and his title was briefly restored in 1962. He served
as the Governor of Baluchistan from 1974 to 1977. He died in
1979.

Khwaja Nazimuddin (1894-1964). He was one
of the leading founding fathers of Pakistan. Born into an
aristocratic Nawab family in Bengal in 1894, he was educated
at the Aligarh Muslim University before pursuing his
post-graduate studies at Cambridge University. He was
appointed a Companion of the Order of the Indian Empire
(CIE) in 1926. He was_knighted in 1934 by the King-Emperor,
George V, when he was appointed a Knight Commander of the
Order of the Indian Empire (KCIE).

He is noted as being the first Bengali to have ruled
Pakistan, first as Governor-General (1948-51) and later as
Prime Minister (1951—-53). In 1922, he joined the All-India
Muslim League in Bengal. He was initially the Education
Minister but climbed the ranks to become .Chief Minister
of Bengal in 1943—45. After Partition, he became the first
Chief Minister of East Bengal. He kept this position until his
promotion as 2nd Governor-General in 1948 following Jinnah’s
death. After the assassination of Prime Minister Liaquat Ali
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Khan, he relinquished the position of Governor-General and
assumed leadership as Prime Minister. He died in 1964 aged
70.

King George V (1865-1936). George Frederick
Ernest Albert was King of the United Kingdom and the British
Dominions and Emperor of India from 6 May 1910 until his
death in 1936. He was the second son of Prince Albert Edward,
later King Edward. He served in the Royal Navy until the death
of his elder brother, Prince Albert Victor, in 1892. In 1892,
he was created Duke of York. He married Princess Mary of
Teck, who had been his brother’s fiancée, in July 1893. He was
created Duke of Cornwall and Prince of Wales after his father’s
accession in 1901. He succeeded his father on 6 May 1910 and
was crowned on 22 June 1911. He died on 20 January 1936.

Langley (1894—1968). James McLellan Langley was
an American newspaper editor and diplomat. He worked for
the daily newspapers Manchester Union Leader, Concord
Monitor/The New Hampshire Patriot. In 1957, he was
appointed Ambassador to Pakistan for two years. He died in
Concord, New Hampshire, on 23 June 1968.

Lieutenant General Nazim Ali Khan. An
understudy of General Ross Mackay [McCay]. He took over as
Chief of Staff when General Mackay departed.

Lord Halifax (1881-1959). Edward Frederick
Lindley Wood was a senior British Conservative politician of
the 1930s. He held several senior ministerial posts during this
time, most notably those of Viceroy of India from 1925 to 1931
and Foreign Secretary from 1938 to 1940. His term of office as
Viceroy in India coincided with a period of intense nationalist
ferment among Hindus and Muslims. He died on 23 December

1959 aged 78.
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Lord Linlithgow (1887-1952). Victor Alexander
John Hope was a British Unionist politician, agriculturalist and
colonial administrator. In 1936, he took over as Viceroy of India
from Lord Willingdon. During his tenure, the Government of
India Act 1935 came into force in 1937, Congress ministries
resigned to protest the involvement of Indians in the Second
World War, the Second World War began, Subhash Chandra
Bose resigned, theForward Bloc was founded, Subhash Chandra
Bose escaped from India, Jinnah’s Two-Nation Theory, Atlanta
Charter, August Offer (1940), the Indian National Army was
founded, Cripps Mission (1942), The Quit India Movement was
launched, demand of divide and quit, Bengal Famine of 1943.
His seven-year tenure as Viceroy is the longest in the history of
the Raj. He died in 1952.

Lord Mountbatten (1900—1979). Louis Francis
Albert Victor Nicholas Mountbatten was a British statesman,
naval commander and the last Viceroy of India. As Viceroy
of India, he administered the transfer of power from Britain
to the newly-independent nations of India and Pakistan at
the Partition of the subcontinent. On 27 August 1979, while
on vacation in Ireland, he was assassinated by the IRA (Irish
Republican Army) who detonated a bomb aboard his yacht.

Lord Pethick-Lawrence (1871—1961). He was born
in London as Frederick William Lawrence. After his marriage,
he added his wife’s family name, Pethick, to his own. He was
a British politician who was a leader of the women’s suffrage
movement in Great Britain during the first two decades of the
20th century; he later served as Secretary of State for India and
Burma (1945—47). He died at Hendon, London, in September
1961 aged 89.

Lord Sinha (1863—-1928). Satyendra Prasanna Sinha
was a prominent British Indian lawyer and statesman. He was
appointed standing counsel to the Government of India in 1903.
In 1905, he was the first Indian to be appointed as Advocate-
General of Bengal. In 1909, he became the first Indian to serve
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on the Viceroy’s Executive Council. He returned to England
in 1917 to work as an Assistant Secretary of State for Edwin
Samuel Montagu. After his return to India in 1920, he was
appointed as the first Governor of the province of Bihar and
Orissa. In 1926, he returned to England and became a member
of the Privy Council’s Judicial Committee in London but ill
health forced him to return to India. He died on 4 March 1928
at Berhampore.

Lord Spens (1885—1973). William Patrick Spens was
a British lawyer, judge and Conservative politician. He served
as Chief Justice of India from 1943 to 1947. He was admitted
to the Privy Council in 1953. After retiring from the House of
Commons in 1959, he was created 1st Baron Spens. He died in
November 1973 aged 88.

Lt General (R) S.M.A. Faruki. During the Second
World War, he was serving in the Indian Army Medical Corps.
After Independence, in 1948, he served as DGMS (Director
General Medical Services). He was one of the two senior IMS
(Indian Medical Services) officers, Lt. Gen. S.M.A. Faruki and
Lt. Gen. Wajid Ali Khan Burki, who played a key role in early
formative years of Army Medical Corps. Shortly afterwards the
Command Lab at Rawalpindi was raised to the status of the
Central Military Pathological Laboratory (CMPL).

M.A. Khuhro (1901-1980). Muhammad Ayub
Khuhro was a politician from Sindh, Pakistan, who served
as Sindh’s first Chief Minister after independence (1947—48)
and again served two more terms in 1951 and 1954—55. Later,
he became the Defence Minister in the cabinet of Firoz Khan
Noon. He retired from politics and died in 1980.

M.R. Kayani (1902-1962). His full name was Malik
Muhammad Rustam Kayani. He was a distinguished Pakistani
jurist who served as Chief Justice of West Pakistan from 1958 to
1962. In 1927, he started his career in the civil service in Punjab,
British India. In 1938, he was transferred to the judiciary after
serving for 8 years on the executive branch. He was promoted
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as a judge of the Punjab High Court in 1949 and then the Chief
Justice of the West Pakistan High Court in 1958. In 1956, he
was elected President of the West Pakistan Branch of the Civil
Service of Pakistan Association. He retired in October 1962 and
died on 15 November 1962.

Machiavelli (1469—1527). Niccolo Machiavelli
was born in Florence in 1469. He was an Italian Renaissance
political philosopher, statesman, historian and secretary of
the Florentine Republic. He has often been called the father of
modern political philosophy and political science. His works
included The Prince, The Discourses on the First Decade of
Livy, The Art of War and the Comedy, Mandragola, a satire on
seduction. He died on 21 June 1527 at the age of 58.

Maharaja of Kashmir (1895-1961). Hari Singh was
the last ruling Maharaja of the princely state of Jammu and
Kashmir. In 1923, following his uncle’s death, he became the
Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir. In 1947, Hari Singh wanted
Jammu and Kashmir to remain as an independent kingdom.
He was required to accede to the Dominion of India to get the
support of Indian troops against an invasion by tribal armed
men in his state. He remained the titular Maharaja of the state
until 1952 when the monarchy was abolished by the Indian
government. After spending his final days in Bombay, he died
on 26 April 1961.

Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780-1839). Popularly
known as Sher-e-Punjab or “Lion of Punjab”, he was proclaimed
the first Maharaja of the Sikh Empire. His domains extended
from the Khyber Pass in the northwest to the Sutlej River in
the east and from the Kashmir region at the northern limit of
the Indian subcontinent southward to the Thar Desert. He was
the first Indian who fought the Pashtuns (Afghans) and turned
the tide of invasion back into the homelands of the traditional
conquerors of India. He thus became known as the Lion of the
Punjab. He died in his sleep on 27 June 1830.
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Mahmood Mirza. He was the son in law of Iskander
Mirza. He was employed by Pakistan International Airways.

Major Barnes (1871-1946). Sir Reginald Walter
Ralph Barnes was"a cavalry officer in the British Army. He
served in several regiments and commanded a battalion of the
Imperial Yeomanry, the 10th (Prince of Wales’” Own) Royal
Hussars, the 111th Brigade, and three divisions. During his
career, he served in the Spanish—American War, the Second
Boer War and the First World War.

Major General Azam Khan (1908-1994). After
graduating from the Royal Military College, Sandhurst,
Muhammad Azam Khan was commissioned 2nd Lieutenant on
the Unattached List for the Indian Army on 29 August 19209.
He began his career in the Rifle Brigade (The Prince Consort’s
Own) in the British Army. Later, he joined the British Indian
Army in 1930. He chose the Pakistan Army after Partition. As
the General Officer Commander of the Lahore Garrison, he
was named Martial Law Administrator in 1953 following the
cabinet’s decision to declare martial law. On 28 October 1958,
he was made Minister for Refugees Rehabilitation in Ayub
Khan’s administration. On 14 April 1960, he was appointed
Governor of East Pakistan. He died in Lahore in 1994.

Major General Latif Khan. He was the first Pakistani
Commandant to take over the military Command and Staff
College in Quetta after General John Tilly (the last British
Commandant of the Staff College, Quetta, 1952—54) in 1954.

Major General Sher Ali Khan Pataudi (1913-
2002). He was commissioned into the 7th Light Cavalry of the
British Indian Army in 1933. During the Second World War, he
led the 1st battalion of the First Punjab Regiment. After the war,
he served as the Defence Attaché of the British Indian Armed
Forces in Washington, DC. He opted to migrate to Pakistan.
He commanded Pakistan’s 14th (Parachute) Brigade in the
1947 Kashmir War for which he was awarded the country’s
first Hilal-i-Jurat. He was appointed Adjutant General of the
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Pakistan Army and later served as Chief of General Staff. He
died on 29 May 2002 at Sher Manzil in Lahore.

Major General Sir Walter Cawthorne / Cawthorn
(1896-1970). Sir Walter Joseph Cawthorn was an Australian
soldier and diplomat and a former head of the Australian
Secret Intelligence Service (ASIS). He was commissioned into
the Indian Army in 1918. In the Second World War, he was
in command of the Middle East Intelligence Centre and later
became the Director of Military Intelligence at the General
Headquarters in India. From 1948 to 1951, he was Deputy Chief
General Staff, Pakistan Army, under Lieutenant General Ross
C. McCay. He left Pakistan in 1951. He returned to Pakistan in
1954 as Australia’s High Commissioner to Pakistan. He died in
Melbourne at the age of 74.

Malik Abdul Aziz. He was elected member of the
Punjab Legislative Assembly from the Sialkot constituency
in 1951. In the same year, he was appointed Parliamentary
Secretary.

Malik Firoz Khan Noon (1893-1970). He was
the 7th Prime Minister of Pakistan. He became a member
of the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan. He left the Muslim
League in 1955 to help establish the Republican Party and later
became its President; he joined the coalition of the three-party
government that endorsed Iskander Mirza for the presidency.
On 16 December 1957, he became Prime Minister of Pakistan
but was removed when President Iskander Mirza imposed
martial law. He died on 7 December 1970.

Marshal Lyautey / Louis-Hubert-Gonzalve
Lyautey (1854—1934). French statesman, soldier, marshal
of France and a devoted believer in the civilizing virtues of
colonialism. He built the French protectorate over Morocco.

Maulana Abdul Hammed Khan Bashani /
Maulana Bhashani (1880-1976). A Bengali politician
whose political tenure spanned the British colonial India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh periods. For his lifetime advocacy
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for the poor, he was given the honorary title Mozlum Jananeta
(Leader of the Oppressed). In 1954, he became a member of
the Parliament of Pakistan. He was elected to the Bangladesh
Parliament following the country’s independence in 1971. He
died on 17 November 1976 in Dhaka, Bangladesh, aged 96.

Maulana Maudoodi (1903—1979). Abul A’la al-
Maudoodi was an Islamic scholar, Islamist ideologue, Muslim
philosopher, jurist, historian, journalist, activist and scholar
active in British India and Pakistan. In August 1941, he founded
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) in British India. He died on 22 September
1979 at the age of 75.

Maulana Muhammad Ali Johar (1878-1931). An
Indian Muslim activist, prominent member of the All-India
Muslim League, journalist, poet, a leading figure of the Khilafat
Movement and one of the founders of Jamia Millia Islamia. He
was education director for the Rampur state and later joined
the Baroda civil service. He launched the English weekly, The
Comrade, in 1911 in Calcutta. He was elected to become the
President of Congress in 1923. He was also one of the founders
and 14th President of the Muslim League. He died on 4 January
1931 and was buried in Jerusalem.

Menderes (1899—-1961). Adnan Menderes was the
Turkish Prime Minister from 1950 to 1960. He was one of the
founders of the Democrat Party (DP) founded in 1946, the
fourth legal opposition party of Turkey. He was overthrown by
the military junta in the 1960 coup d’état and executed by it on
the island of Imrali on 17 September 1961.

Menzies (1894—1978). Sir Robert Gordon Menzies
was Australia’s 12th and longest-serving Prime Minister. He
held the office twice, from 1939 to 1941 and from 1949 to 1966.
After the longest continuous ministry in Australian history of
over 18 years, Menzies retired in 1966.
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Mian Amiruddin. A member of the Punjab Legislation
Assembly in 1941—46. He was later elected Chairman of the
Lahore Municipal Committee. He was Mayor of Lahore from
1947 to 1949. Mian Amiruddin and his son, Mian Salahuddin,
son-in-law of Allama Igbal and father of Mian Yousuf
Salahuddin, was also active in the industrial sector.

Mian Iftikharuddin (1907-1962). A politician and
an activist of Congress who later joined the Muslim League and
worked for the cause of Pakistan under the leadership of M.A.
Jinnah. Following Pakistan’s independence in 1947, he became
the first President of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League. He
was also appointed Minister for the Rehabilitation of Refugees
in the Government of Punjab. He resigned from his ministry
in 1949 and was formally expelled from the Muslim League in
1951. Later he formed his own Azad Pakistan Party.

Mian Jafar Shah Kakakhel (1903--). He was elected
President of the NWFP Hijrat Committee. In the 1937 general
elections, as a Congress candidate, he waselected member of the
NWFP Legislative Assembly from Nowshera and was appointed
Chief Parliamentary Secretary during Dr Khan Sahib’s tenure.
In the 1946 elections, as a Congress candidate, he was again
elected as member of the Legislative Assembly of NWFP.
Following Independence, he left Congress and joined Khan
Abdul Qayyum Khan. He was appointed Minister of Education
in the Qayyum Khan Cabinet. In the Suhrawardy cabinet, he
served as Minister of States & Frontier Regions & Information
and Broadcasting. He was Minister of Communications in LI.
Chundrigar’s cabinet andMinister for Food and Agriculture in
the Firoz Khan Noon government.

Miss Fatima Jinnah (1893-1967). Mohtarma
Fatima Jinnah was a Pakistani dental surgeon, writer,
stateswoman and one of the founders of Pakistan. She was
the younger sister of Quaid-e-Azam M.A. Jinnah. In 1965, she
came out of her self-imposed political retirement to take part
in the presidential election against the military dictator, Ayub
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Khan. She was backed by a consortium of political parties and,
despite political rigging by the military, won two of Pakistan’s
largest cities, Karachi and Dhaka. The US magazine, Time,
while reporting on the 1965 election campaign, wrote that Miss
Jinnah faced attacks on her modesty and patriotism by Ayub
Khan and his allies She died in Karachi on 9 July 1967. She is
widely known as Madr-e Millat (Mother of the Nation).

Daultana (1916—1995). Mian Mumtaz Daultana was
a Punjabi politician who supported the Pakistan Movement in
British India. In 1942, he joined the Punjab Muslim League.
In 1946, he was elected to the Punjab Legislative Assembly. In
1951, he served as the second Chief Minister of Punjab. He was
also Defence Minister in the cabinet of I.I. Chundrigar in 1957.
He was High Commissioner to the United Kingdom from 1972
to 1979. He died on 30 January 1995 aged 78.

Warren (1893-1957). Avra Milvin Warren was a
career diplomat. He was the US Ambassador to four countries
[Panama (1944—45), Pakistan (1950-52), Turkey (1953—56)]
and Minister [Dominican Republic (1942—43), New Zealand
(1945—47), Finland (1947-1950)]. He also served in the US
Army during the First World War. He died in Dallas, Texas, on
23 January 1957.

Mohammad Ali Bogra (1909-1963). A Pakistani
Bengali politician, statesman and career diplomat who was the
third Prime Minister of Pakistan after the dismissal of Prime
Minister Khawaja Nazimuddin. He stepped down in 1955 in
favour of Finance Minister Muhammad Ali. As a diplomat,
he was Pakistan’s Ambassador to Burma (1948), High
Commissioner to Canada (1949—-1952), Ambassador to the US
twice and Ambassador to Japan (1959—1962). He died on 23
January 1963 in Dacca.
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Mohammad Ali Jinnah (1876-1948). Indian
Muslim barrister, politician, founder and first Governor-
General of Pakistan (1947—48). He was elected to India’s
Imperial Legislative Council in 1910. Committed to home rule
for India and to maintaining Hindu-Muslim unity, he joined the
Muslim League in 1913 and worked to ensure its collaboration
with Congress. He was opposed to Gandhi’s Non-Cooperation
Movement and withdrew from Congress. When Congress
declined to form coalition provincial governments with the
Muslim League in 1937, Jinnah began advocating for India’s
partition and the establishment of a Muslim state. He died in
1948 at the age of 71.

Muhammad Ali Khan. He was a member of the
cabinet of King Mohammad Nadir Shah. He attended the
February 1939 conference held in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Muhammad Hashim Khan (1884—-1953). Younger
brother of King Mohammed Nadir Shah. When Nadir Shah
became King of Afghanistan, he was appointed member of the
Council of Ministers. Following Nadir Shah’s assassination in
1933, he became Prime Minister of Afghanistan. He was the
virtual ruler of Afghanistan during the early years of the reign
of his nephew, Mohammad Zahir Shah. He remained Prime
Minister until his health forced him to resign in May 1946. He
died in Kabul on 26 October 1953 at the age of 69.

Muhammad Munir (1895—1979). The second Chief
Justice of Pakistan from 1954 to 1960. In 1949, he was made
Chief Justice of the Lahore High Court. In 1954, he became
Chief Justice of the Federal Court and Chief Justice of Pakistan.
Justice Munir invoked the doctrine of necessity validating the
dissolution of the first Constituent Assembly of Pakistan in a
controversial 1954 judgment validating the extra-constitutional
use of emergency powers by Governor-General Ghulam
Mohammad. Besides being the Chief Justice, he was Chairman
of the Delimitation Commission from June 1956 to July 1958.
He retired on 2 May 1960 and died in 1979. In his book, From
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Jinnah to Zia, he argued that Jinnah stood for a secular state.

N.M. Khan (1907-1972). He was an ICS (Indian Civil
Services) officer and, later after Partition, he became a CSP
(Civil Services of Pakistan) officer. He was appointed Assistant
Accountant General in 1930 and posted in Bengal as District
Magistrate and Collector of Midnapore in 1942. He was Director
of Agriculture from 1945-46 and Chief Secretary of East
Pakistan in 1952. He was transferred to Karachi as Secretary of
Industries in 1954. He was appointed Chief Commissioner of
Karachi and President of BCCP (Board of Control of Cricket in
Pakistan) in 1956. He retired from service in 1966. He died in
Lahore on 21 April 1972.

Nawab Gurmani (1905-1981). Before Partition,
Mushtaq Ahmed Gurkani was a member of the Punjab
Legislative Council from 1930 to 1936 and Parliamentary
Secretary to the Punjab Minister of Education and Health from
1937 to 1942. He was also Director General of Resettlement
and Employment and Joint Secretary to the Government of
India. After Partition, he was Dewan (Prime Minister) of the
Bahawalpur State (1947-1948), Minister of Kashmir Affairs
(1949-1951), Minister of Home Affairs, States and Foreign
Regions (1951—-1954), Minister of Punjab (1954—1955) and
Governor of West Pakistan (1955—-1957). He died in 1981.

Nawab Hamidullah Khan (1894-1960). The last
ruling Nawab of Bhopal which merged with the state of Madhya
Pradesh in 1956. His mother, Begum Kaikhusrau Jahan,
abdicated in his favour in 1926 and he governed until 1949. He
retained the honorific title until his death in 1960. He left no
sons when he died and was succeeded by his second daughter,
Sajida Sultan.

Nawab of Dir (1885—-1966). His full name was Nawab
Muhammad Shah Jahan. In 1925, he became the Nawab of Dir.
He was supported by the British government which conferred
on him the title of “Knight of the British Empire” (KBE). He
ruled Dir for more than 35 years. During the Kashmir war in
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1948, he sent his volunteers to help the Pakistan Army against
the Indian occupation. In 1961, General Ayub Khan replaced
him with his son, Muhammad Shah Khosru Khan, after riots
broke out in the state of Dir. He was sent into exile in Lahore
where he died in 1966.

Nawab of Junagadh (1900-1959). Sir Muhammad
Mahabat Khanji III Rasul Khanji was the last ruling Nawab of
the princely state of Junagadh in India. In August 1947, the
princely states were given the option of joining either India or
Pakistan. The Nawab of Junagadh made the decision to accede
to Pakistan. He and his family were forced to flee to Pakistan
due to the riots that erupted in Junagadh during Partition.
They settled in Karachi where he died on 17 November 1959.

Nawab Qizilbash (1908—). His full name was
Muzaffar Ali Khan Qizilbash. He started his legislative careerasa
Unionist, later joining the Muslim League and subsequently the
Republican Party. He later became Minister for Industries in the
cabinet of Prime Minister I.I. Chundrigar and later Minister for
Industries, Commerce and Parliamentary Affairs in the cabinet
of Sir Firoz Khan Noon. From March to October 1958, he was
Chief Minister of West Pakistan until the cabinet was ousted
following President Iskander Mirza’s imposition of martial law.
After the fall of the Ayub Khan government, Qizilbash became
Finance Minister in the cabinet of President and Chief Martial
Law Administrator, General Agha Muhammad Yahya Khan.

Nawab Zaman Khan Kuki Khel. He was from the
Kuki Khel branch of the Afridi tribe and was a leader of the
Kuki Khel tribe. He and his family commanded the tribe for
almost a century from the great White Fort of Tirah. He was
awarded the Khan Bahadur title posthumously in recognition
of his public services.

Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan (1895-1951). A
Pakistani statesman, lawyer, political theorist and one of the
leading activists in the Pakistan Movement. After being invited
to join the Indian National Congress, he later joined the All-
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India Muslim League. He served as the first Indian Finance
Minister in the Interim Government led by Viceroy of India
Louis Mountbatten. After Independence in 1947, he became
Pakistan’s first Prime Minister on 15 August 1947; he was also
‘the first Foreign Minister, Defence Minister and Border Areas
Minister until his assassination in 1951. In Pakistan, he is
also referred to as Quaid-e-Millat (Leader of the Nation) and
Shaheed-e-Millat (Martyr of the Nation).

Noorjehan (1925-1983). The eldest daughter of
Iskander Mirza and Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza. She was
married to Mahmood Mirza. She died in 1983 in Karachi.

O’Neil Shaw. His full name was John Charles
Liddell O'Neil Shaw. In the First World War, he served as a
Lieutenant in the infantry division of the British Indian Army.
He joined the Indian Police Service as Superintendent of
NWFP on 5 May 1920. In February 1922, he was promoted to
Assistant Superintendent. In March 1925, he became Senior
Superintendent of Police in NWFP.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964). An Indian
barrister, anti-colonial nationalist, secular humanist, social
democrat and author. As President of the Indian National
Congress in 1929, Nehru called for complete independence
from the British Raj. Upon India’s independence in 1947, he
became the country’s first Prime Minister. His premiership
ended with his death on 27 May 1964 due to a heart attack. He
was the longest-serving Prime Minister of India.

Philip Mason (1906—1999). An English civil servant
and writer. He worked for the Indian Civil Service from 1928
to 1947. From 1933 to 1936, he was Under Secretary in the War
Department and then Deputy Commissioner in Garhwal until
1939. During the Second World War, he held appointments in
the Defence and War Departments at Delhi as Deputy Secretary,
Defence Co-ordination and War Departments (1939—42),
Secretary of the Chiefs of Staff Committee, India, Head of
Conference Secretary, South-East Asia Command (1942—4)
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and Joint Secretary, War Department (1944—7). He died on 25
January 1999.

Pir of Wano. A local tribal mullah who lived in
Dommel, Kashmir.

President Nasser (1918-1970). Gamal Abdel
Nasser Hussein was an Egyptian army officer who was Prime
Minister (1954—56) and President (1956—70) of Egypt. As an
army officer, he led a coup that deposed the royal family (1952)
and installed General Muhammad Naguib as head of state. In
1954, he deposed Naguib and made himself Prime Minister.
He was formally elected President in June 1956. He died on 28
September 1970.

Princess Abida Sultan (1913—2002). The eldest
daughter of Hamidullah Khan, the last Nawab of the Bhopal
State. In 1926, she married Nawab Mohammad Sarwar Ali
Khan, ruler of Kurwai State. In 1928, she was recognized as the
heiress apparent to the Bhopal throne. After Independence,
she migrated to Pakistan in 1950 where she joined the Foreign
Service. As a result, the Government of India barred her from
succession and her youngersister, Sajida, succeeded her instead
after her father died in 1960. She died in Karachi in 2002.

Qazi Muhammad Isa (1914—1976). A Pakistani
politician and one of the prominent leaders of the Pakistan
Movement from Baluchistan. He was the youngest member of
the Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League. He
was President of the Baluchistan Provincial Muslim League
during the 1947 referendum. In February 1948, he was made
Chief Advisor, Council of the Agent to the Governor-General
of Pakistan in Baluchistan. He was Ambassador of Pakistan to
Brazil and a member of the Pakistan delegations to the United
Nations. (1950, 1954, 1974). He was a Member of the Committee
on Minorities in the Constituent Assembly. He died on 19 June
1976.

R.A. Butler (1902—-1982). Richard Austen Butler was
a prominent British Conservative Party politician. During the
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Second World War, he was appointed President of the Board
of Education and was responsible for the 1944 Education
Act. During the Conservative government tenure, he became
Chancellor of the Exchequer (1951—5), Home Secretary (1957—
62) and Foreign Secretary (1963—4). He died in March 1982.

Radcliffe (1899—-1977). Sir Cyril John Radcliffe was
a British lawyer and Law Lord. He was known for his role in
the partition of India. The Radcliffe Award was the boundary
drawn between the Indian and Pakistani parts of the Punjab
Province and Bengal Presidency of British India and was
named after him as its architect. As the joint chairman of the
two boundary commissions for the two provinces, he had the
responsibility of equitably dividing 175,000 square miles of
territory with a population of 88 million. The demarcation line
was published on 17 August 1947. Today, its western side is part
of the India—Pakistan border while its eastern side serves as the
Bangladesh—India border. He died in April 1977 aged 78.

Rana Gul Muhammad Noon. He was elected to the
Punjab Legislative Assembly from the Multan constituency in
1951 and remained in that position till 1955.

Rear Admiral Jefford (1901-1980). James Wilfred
Jefford was the first Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Pakistan
Navy serving from its establishment in 1947 until 1953. He
spent the majority of his early career in the Royal Indian Navy.
He became Vice Admiral in the Royal Pakistan Navy in 1953,
the same year that his command was terminated. He died on 1
January 198o0.

Rommel (1891-1944). Johannes Erwin Eugen
Rommel was a German army officer. He rose to the rank of
Field Marshal and earned fame at home and abroad for his
leadership of Germany’s Afrika Korps in North Africa during the
Second World War. Nicknamed the “Desert Fox”, Rommel also
commanded German defences against the Allied invasion of
northern France. After being implicated in a plan to assassinate
Adolf Hitler, he committed suicide in October 1944.
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Sandeman (1835-1892). Sir Robert Groves
Sandeman was a British Indian Army officer and colonial
administrator. He was known for his activities in Baluchistan
where he introduced a system of “tribal pacification” that
endured until 1947. He died at Bela, the capital of Las Bela
state, on 29 January 1892.

Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar (1899-1958). A
Muslim League leader in the Pakistan Movement from NWFP.
Initially, he was a member of Congress but later joined the
Muslim League and became a confidante of M.A. Jinnah. He
was a member of the Muslim League Council. He was Muslim
League Member of the NWFP Legislative Assembly (1937—45),
Finance Minister of NWFP (1943—45), member of the Muslim
League Working Committee (1944—-1947). After Independence,
he was appointed Minister for Communication in Pakistan
(1947—-49). In 1949, he became Governor of Punjab. He was
President, Pakistan Muslim League (1956—58). He died on 14
February 1958.

Sardar Muhammad Ayub Khan. He was elected
member of the Punjab Assembly from the Rahimyar Khan
District in 1956 and remained in that position till October 1958.

Sh. Fazal Illahi. His full name was Khan Bahadur
Sheikh Fazal Ilahi Piracha. He was elected member of the Punjab
Legislative Assembly from the Shahpurtehsil, Sargodha District
constituency in 1951 and became Minister of Rehabilitation and
Colonies, Food, Public Relations and Press.

Shah-in-Shah (Shahenshah) of Iran (1919—
1980). Mohammad Reza Pahlavi was the last Shah (King) of
the Imperial State of Iran from 16 September 1941 until his
overthrow in the Iranian Revolution on 11 February 1979. He
died in Cairo, Egypt, on 27 July 1980.

Shahryar Khan (b. 1934). A career diplomat of
Pakistan. In 1960, he was posted as Third Secretary in the
Pakistan High Commission in London and was Second Secretary
in the Pakistan Embassy in Tunis (1962—66). He was Pakistan’s
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Ambassador to Jordan (1976-82), High Commissioner to the
United Kingdom (1987-90), Ambassador to France (1999—
2001) and Foreign Secretary (1990-94). He was Chairman,
Committee on Foreign Service Reforms, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (1997—99). He was also Chairman of the Pakistan Cricket
Board (2003-6). In 2014, he was reappointed Chairman of the
Pakistan Cricket Board. He is the only son of Nawab Sarwar Ali
Khan of Kurwai and Princess Abida Sultan of Bhopal.

Sidney Cotton (1894-1969). Frederick Sidney
Cotton was an Australian inventor, aviator, photographer and
aviation photography pioneer responsible for developing and
promoting an early colour film process and largely responsible
for the development of photographic reconnaissance before
and during the Second World War. He died on 13 February
1969. He carried out several airlift missions from Karachi to
the princely State of Hyderabad before the fall.

Sir Alec Douglas-Home (1903-1995). A British
Conservative politician. He was a member of Parliament as
a Unionist (1931—45, 1950—51) and Parliamentary Private
Secretary to Neville Chamberlain (1937-39). He was Foreign
Secretary (1960-3) and againin Harold Macmillan’s government
(1970-4). He was Prime Minister (1963—64).

Sir Ambrose Dundas (1899—1973). A British civil
servant and colonial administrator in British India. He joined
the Indian Civil Service in 1922. He was Chief Commissioner of
Baluchistan (1947—48) and Governor of NWFP (1948-49). He
was also Lieutenant Governor of the Isle of Man (1952 to 1959).
He died on 29 April 1973 in Binfield, Berkshire.

Sir Anthony Eden (1897-1977). A British
Conservative Party politician. He was a member of the House of
Commons (1923—-1957), Foreign Secretary (1935-38), (1940—
45) and (1951—55). He was Prime Minister from 1955 until his
resignation in 1957. He died on 14 January 1977 aged 79.

Sir Bernard Burrows (1910-2002). A British
diplomat. He was posted to Cairo in 1938 where he served
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throughout the Second World War. He was Head of the Eastern
Department in the Foreign Office (1947-49), Counsellor in
the British Embassy in the United States (1950-53), Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf (1953-58), Ambassador to Turkey,
Deputy Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Defence (1963-
66), Permanent Representative to NATO (1966—70). He died
on 7 May 2002.

Sir Claude Henry Gidney. He was a colonial
administrator and worked in the Indian Political Service as
Officiating Resident at Hyderabad. In 1932, he was Secretary to
the Government of NWFP.

Sir Derek M.H. Riches (1912—1997). A British
diplomat. He was Counsellor in the Saudi Embassy, Head of
the Eastern Department in the Foreign Office (1955-58), Head
of the Arabian Department (1959-61), Ambassador to Libya
(1961- 63) and Ambassador to Congo. His last posting was as
Ambassador to Lebanon (1967).

Sir Francis Wylie (1865—-1952). Sir Francis Verner
Wylie was an Indian Civil Servant. He entered the Indian Civil
Service (ICS) in 1914. He was on military duty in India (1916—
19). He was appointed Prime Minister of Alwar State (1933 to
1938) and later Governor of Central Provinces and Berar (1938
and1940). He was Political Adviser to the Crown Representative
(1940—41) and (1943—45). In 1941, he succeeded Sir William
Fraser-Tytler as British Minister in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Sir George Cunningham (1888-1963). An
administrator in British India. He served as Assistant
Commissioner in Punjab (1914-17), Political Agent in
Waziristan (1922—23) and Councillor in Kabul (1925-26). He
rose to be the Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Viceroy,
Lord Irwin, and was subsequently appointed acting Governor
of NWFP (1932—33). He was thrice Governor of NWFP, twice
during the British Raj and once after the formation of Pakistan.
He died on 8 December 1963 aged 75.

58

IQBAL
FORUM



List of Personalities

Sir Herbert Barker (1869-1950). An English
osteopath/manipulative surgeon. He developed a highly
successful technique specializing in knee and other damaged
joints both in top sportsmen and the general public. He
advocated the avoidance of surgery. However, his methods
were never formally approved by the medical establishment.

Sir Ivor Jennings (1903—1965). Sir William Ivor
Jennings was a British lawyer and academic. He was Vice
Chancellor of the University of Ceylon (1942-55) the University
of Cambridge (1961-63). He was an authority on constitutional
law. He advised D.S. Senanayake on drafting the Constitution
of Ceylon (Sri Lanka). He then served as constitutional adviser
to the Government of Pakistan. He was a member of the Reid
Commission from June 1956 to 1957 which was responsible
for drafting the Constitution of the Federation of Malaya (now
Malaysia). In 1959, he was advisor to the committee drafting
the constitution of Nepal which was named “Constitution of the
Kingdom of Nepal, 1959.” He died on 19 December 1965 at the
age of 62.

Sir Mirza Ismail (1883—1959). An Indian statesman
who was the Dewan (Prime Minister) of the Kingdoms of
Mysore (1926), Jaipur (1941) and Hyderabad Deccan
(1946-8).

Sir Olaf Caroe (1892-1981). An administrator in
British India working for theIndian Civil Service and the Indian
Political Service. He first went to North-West Frontier in early
1916 as an officer in the Queen’s Regiment and was stationed
in Peshawar and Nowshera. After the First World War, he
joined the Indian Civil Service and, following three years in
the Punjab, was posted to the NWFP in the Political Service
where he held, in succession, charge of the districts of Mardan,
Hazara, Kohat and Peshawar itself. He was later appointed
Chief Secretary when NWFP became a Governor’s province.
In 1934, he was sent to Delhi in the Foreign Department in
which he eventually served as the Viceroy’s Foreign Secretary
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throughout the Second World War. The Government’s dealings
with NWFP, Baluchistan and the independent peripheral state
of Afghanistan were in Caroe’s hands over a period of some ten
years. He was the last British Governor of NWFP (1946—47).
Olaf Caroe authored The Pathans regarded as a classic and
definitive work on the social and political history of the Pathans
from 550 BC to AD 1957.

Sir Zafrullah Khan (1893-1985). Chaudhry
Sir Muhammad Zafrullah Khan was a Pakistani politician,
diplomat and international jurist known particularly for
his representation of Pakistan at the United Nations (UN).
Following Pakistan’s independence, he was selected by M.A.
Jinnah as the first Foreign Minister of Pakistan and served
concurrently as leader of Pakistan’s delegation to the UN (1947
to 1954).

From1954 to 1961, he was a member of the International
Court of Justice at The Hague. He represented Pakistan again at
the UN from 1961 to 1964 and was President of the UN General
Assembly in 1962—63. Returning to the International Court of
Justice in 1964, he served as the Court’s President from 1970 to
1973.

Sirdar Muhammad Aurangzeb Khan (1899—
1959). A Muslim League representative from NWFP. He was
one of the leaders who seconded the Pakistan Resolution passed
on 23 March 1940. From 1943 to 1945, he was elected Chief
Minister of the NWFP in the first Muslim League ministry in
NWFP. After the creation of Pakistan, he was appointed Vice-
President of the NWFP Muslim League. From 1949 to 1953, he
was Ambassador to Burma.

Sirdar Muhammad Daoud Khan (1909-1978). An
Afghan politician, general and prime minister of Afghanistan.
He began his career as a provincial governor and later became
a military commander before being appointed Prime Minister
by his cousin, King Mohammed Zahir Shah. He overthrew
the monarchy with the backing of the Afghan Army officers
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and proclaimed himself the first President of the Republic
of Afghanistan. In 1978, during the Saur Revolution, he was
deposed and assassinated by the Afghan military and the
communist People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA).

Sirdar Patel / Sardar Patel (1875-1950).
Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel was an Indian lawyer, freedom
fighter, barrister and statesman. He was one of the leaders
of the Indian National Congress during the struggle for
independence. He served as Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Home Affairs, Minister of Information and Minister of States.
He was also well known as the “Iron Man of India”. He is also
remembered as the “patron saint of India’s civil servants” for
having established the modern All-India Services system. Patel
died on 15 December 1950 in Bombay.

Sirdar Shah Mahmood Khan (1890-1959).
Prime Minister of Afghanistan from 1946 to 1953. He was a
brother of King Mohammed Nadir Shah and an uncle of both
Mohammad Zahir Shah and Sardar Mohammed Daoud Khan.
After Mohammad Nadir Shah assumed the Afghan throne in
1929, he served as Minister of War in his cabinet. He died at the
age of 71 on 27 December 1959 in northern Afghanistan

Soofi Abdul Hamid / Soofi Abdul Hamid Khan. An
elected a member of the Punjab Legislative Assembly from the
Sheikhupura constituency (1951-55). In the same year, he was
appointed Minister of Agriculture, Forests, Animal Husbandry
and Co-operatives.

Syed Ali Hussain Gardezi. He was elected to the
Punjab Legislative Assembly from the Multan constituency in
1951 and served from 7 May 1951 to 14 October 1955. In the
same year, he was appointed Minister of Industries.

Yusuf Khattak (1917—-1991). Muhammad Yusuf
Khan Khattak was a politician, left-wing intellectual, lawyer
and noted Pakistan Movement activist from NWFP. Despite
being a member of the Muslim League, in 1971, he was named
Federal Minister for Fuel, Power and Natural Resources in
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Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s Cabinet as a result of
Qayyum Khan’s alliance with the Pakistan People’s Party. He
died on 29 July 1991.

Z.A. Bhutto (1928-1979). A Pakistani barrister and
politician who was the ninth Prime Minister of Pakistan from
1973 t01977. Priorto that, hewasthefourth President of Pakistan
from 1971 to 1973. His government drafted the Constitution
of Pakistan in 1973 which is the current constitution of the
country. He was the founder of the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) and remained its Chairman until his execution. in 1979.
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“The truth was a mirror in the hands of God. It fell from the sky,
and broke into pieces. Everybody taok a piece of it,
and they looked at it and thought they had the truth.”

Mevlana Jalal ad-Din Muhammad Rumi

Unquestionably it was challenging to finding these shattered
pieces of truth and putting them together. Nevertheless, with
turf came the courage and with every piece of truth came
strength that enabled the quest to bring justice to the memory
of the man who remained undefended and deceitfully confined
to forced ignominy by the machinations of the insecure estab-
lishment of the time and sadly enough thereafter as well.
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General Iskander Mirza had two sons and four daughters
who grew up in the Karachi of vore. The elder son Humayun,
was studying abroad when Iskander Mirza was deposed, the
tall and handsome younger son Enver died earlier in 1953 in
an air crash while serving in PAF. While the ex-President spent
his days in exile, in Karachi it was his first wife Rifaat Iskander
Mirza and the four iron-willed daughters along with supportive
spouses who boldly faced the hostile society but never gave up
defending and upholding their father’s honour. A silent prayer
for Iskander Mirza’s children, who are no more, especially the
iron-willed daughters who kept alive memories of the man who
remained honour-bound to Pakistan till his last breath.

The person most helpful in making this book possible
was my late mother-in-law Begum Fakhr e Jehan Asad Ali who
gave me her father’s manuscript, photographs, audio/video
recordings and was extremely keen for it to be published. I am
grateful to Mehreen Madani, wife of Hassan Madani, for the
letter from Iskander Mirza in exile to her mother and his eldest
daughter, Begum Nur Jehan Mirza. Begum Zeenat Mirza, my
wife’s aunt and Iskander Mirza’s daughter, who withdrew
from public life in her last days, was delighted when I told her
of my plan to publish her father’s manuscript; she was most
thrilled when I completed the first draft of the Preface and
listened most enthusiastically as I read it to her. Iskander
Mirza’s youngest and favourite daughter, Begum Shah Taj
Imam, whose younger daughter, Rifaat Ali Shah wife of Syed
Najaf Ali Shah, graciously shared photos and documents from
her mother’s archives. Equally insightful and enlightening
were the many discussions I had with Fazilat Ali Shah, elder
daughter of Begum Shah Taj Imam and wife of Syed Nusrat Ali
Shah. I'm thankful to “The Dawood Foundation” for the unique
set of photographs and to Mi's Muneeza Shamsie for the Ibex
hunt photo taken in Kirthar. This book would have remained
incomplete without the material on Gwadar and the help from
the wonderful people at the National Archives in London. My
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many visits there were all very rewarding. My gratitude to DAWN
Media Group and Hameed Haroon for granting permission to
use articles and editorials from the Dawn newspaper.

Working on the Memoirs with Lightstone Publishers’
wonderful team (Nadia Ghani, Noor Jatoi and Muhammad
Junaid) was a delightful experience. Ameena Saiyid, besides
being a well-known name in Pakistan’s publishing industry
and a pioneer of Literature Festivals, is also a dear friend of the
family; her able guidance and the efficient team at Lightstone
Publishers were most helpful in making it a smooth and
pleasurable journey.

Professor Hassan Abbas who most graciously agreed
to write the Foreword was always there and only a WhatsApp
message away with his invaluable counsel and most helpful
critique of my drafts. Indeed, a man of great scholarship
and profound humility. Thanks to Saif Mahmood from
Oxford University for his helpful suggestions and sharing the
Columbia University portal on Mirza Ghalib, a treasure trove
of information for Ghalib aficionados and immensely helpful in
verse selections for the Memoirs.

My sincere gratitude to the scholars who endorsed the
Iskander Mirza Memoirs; namely, Professor Francis Robinson,
Professor Ian Talbot, Professor Faisal Deviji, Senator Javed
Jabbar, Hamid Khan Esq., Professor Syed Jaffer Ahmed and
Ammar Ali Qureshi Esq.

I am also grateful to Cesca D’Souza, Raja Sultan Murad,
Niaz Baker, Brig Mirza Haimnid Hussain’s daughter Hamida
Osman, Asiya Lassi and Sabahat Kalim Sherwani. Ghousia
with her resourcefulness was always there with good advice
whenever I ran into road-blocks. These amazing and
talented people with their valuable suggestions, expertise,
encouragement and prayers certainly played a role in making
these Memoirs possible.

No book is possible without paper. About 2,000 years
ago in China, communication took a quantum leap to the
next level, crafting cloth sheets to record their drawings and
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writings. And paper, as we know it today, was born! Paper was
first made by Cai Lun, a Chinese court official. 2000 years later,
we were having paper supply issues in Pakistan and along came
a messiah. Thanks to Syed Hyder Ali of Packages Ltd.

I also acknowledge the public domain articles in various
newspapers and publications from Pakistan, UK, US, ME and
India; these were helpful in the referencing and corroboration
of source materials. "

In the end, a very special thanks to my wife, friend
and soulmate, Feriel Ali Mehdi, whose encouragement, wise
counsel and help in the contextualization of photos, documents
and proofing helped me sail thorough the endeavour and truly
made it an enjoyable experience. Feriel, with her limitless
patience, was my rock all throughout the course.

Syed Khawar Mehdi
Thursday, 9 February 2023
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Ardeshir Cowasjee had plans to write a book on Iskander Mirza.
Note acknowledging books borrowed from Syed Khawar Mehdi




THE Queen has appointed
General Iskander Mirza to be
the permanent Governor-Gene-
ral of Pakistan with effect from
Oct 6, 1955, on the recommen-
dation of the Government of
Paukistan, it was officially
snnounced yesterday.

Mr Ghulam Mohammed, who
has been ailing and on leave,
has resigned with effect from
that day.

A farewell function was held
by the Acing Governor-General
to give a send-off to Mr Ghulam
Mohammed and his departure
from the Governor-General’s
House to that of his son-in-law in
| Clifton  was marked by an

September 20, 1955

impressive ceremony.

Mr Ghulam Mohammed also
issued a touching farewell mes-
sage to the nation.

The Cabinet Secretariat
Press note announcing the
resignation of Mr Ghulam
Mohammed said:

“His Excellency Mr Ghulam
Mohammed, overnor-General
on leave, has on grounds of
health tenders his resignation
with effect from the 6th of
October, 1955, when his leave
expires. Her Majesty the Queen
has been pleased to accept his
resignation and on the recom-

Gen Mirza to be permanent G-G

mendation of the Government
of Pakistan to appoint the
Acting Governor-General, His
Excellency Major-General
Iskander Mirza, as Governor-
General with effect from the
same date.”

The tea party given by Maj-
Gen Iskander Mirza in honour
of Mr Ghulam Mohammed was
attended by the PM, Chaudhri
Mohamad Ali, and his Cabinet
colleagues, the President of the
CA, Mr Abdul Wahab Khan,
the Governors of Sind and the
Punjab, Mr A.T. Naqgvi the
Chief Commissioner of Kara-
chi, members of the Diplomatic
Corps, and others.

Dawn 20 September 1955. General Iskander Mirzato be
permanent Governor General. Dawn newspaper Archives
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TAKING advantage of the
week-end adjournment of the
Constituent Assembly, the var-
ious groups of the Coalition
Party have been busy clearing
up and finalising their views
on some of the matters that yet
remain to be incorporated in
the Constitution.

Yesterday was a busy day
for most MCAs, and UF mem-
bers and Muslim League mem-
bers have had several informal
and separate meetings of their
owWn.

It is believed that the
choice of a Provisional
President of the Republic who
has to be elected within 30

February 19, 1956

days of the passage of the
Constitution Bill was also
mooted and there is complete
unanimity among members on
conferring that distinction on
the present Governor General
Major General Iskander
Mirza.

Since he became Head of
the State, his constitutional
and democratic approach to all
problems and his helpful guid-
ance of the Ministry whenever
it has been sought, have pro-
foundly impressed all in the
know.

His election to the highest

Mirza as first president

office in the Republic is, there-
fore, now considered to be a
certainty.

As a result of the current
group and inter-group consul-
tations, mit is also considered
certain now that “ticklish”
questions like that of the sys-
tem of electorates and the
future of Karachi will beleftto
the decision of the National
Assembly at the appropriate
time.

When the Constituent
Assembly meets again on
Monday, progress with the
completion of the second read-
ing of the Bill is expected to be
spectacularly rapid.

Dawn 19 February 1956. Iskander Mirza as first President.

Dawn newspaper Archives
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President to be elected in March 5

PAKISTAN will be declared
a Republic on March 23, 1956,
and will remain a member of
the Commonwealth. The first
President will be elected on
March 5, 1956.

These decisions were taken
yesterday by the Coalition
Party which met for about two
hours in the Constituent
Assembly Building.

The Party also nominated
the present Governor-(General,
Major-General Iskander Mirza,
as its candidate for
Presidentship of the Republic.

Resolutions embodying
these decisions will be present-
ed in the Constituent Assembly

March 2, 1956

when it meets today at 3 p.m.

The resolution for declaring
Pakistan a Republic on March
23 will be moved by Mr AK.
Fazlul Huq. The resolution also
says that March 23 will be cel-
ebrated every year as
Republic Day. It will also be
known as Constitution Day
under the provisions of the
Constitution passed by the
Assembly on Feb 29. .

Mr Fazlul Huq also moved
the Pakistan Resolution on the
same day in 1940 in Lahore at
the historic meeting of the All-
India Muslim League Council.

The Prime Minister, Mr
Mohammad Ali, will move his
resolution that Pakistan will
remain a Republic in the Com-
monwealth of Nations in pur-
suance of the declaration made
by the Prime Minister of
Pakistan at the Conference of
the Commonwealth Prime Min-
isters in London on Feb 5, 1955.

The resolution fixing the
date of the election of the First
President of Pakistan as March
5, 1956, will be moved by Mr
LI Chundrigar.

The notices of these resolu-
tions were received in the
Constituent Assembly Secret-
ariat yesterday afternoon.

Dawn 2 March 1956. President to be elected on March 5.

Dawn newspaper Archives
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Mirza Republic’s first

MA JOR-General Iskander
Mirza was yesterday elected
unopposed as President of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
for the interim period. The
Speaker of the Constituent
Assembly, Mr Abdul Wahab
Khan, announced Maj-Gen
Mirza’s election in the House,
which met for a brief period
for this purpose. Fifty
Members had proposed Maj-
Gen Mirza’s name for the
office of the President.

Maj-Gen Mirza will hold
this post till a permanent
President is elected and
assumes his office after the
general elections. He will

assume his office on March 23,
1956, when Pakistan will be
formally proclaimed Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.

After his election, glowing
tributes were paid to Maj-Gen
Iskander Mirza by all sections
of the House present.

The Prime Minister, Mr
Mohamad Ali, congratulating
Maj-Gen Mirza on his election
as the first President of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan
said that he (Maj-Gen Mirza)
has served Pakistan in various
capacities worthily and well.

“A staunch friend, a forth-

March 6, 1956

president

right man, a great administra-
tor - these are the qualities
that mark him above all - a
sincere patriot who when he
says “My country first and
last” means it - names it with
the whole of his being”, he
said.

Mr Mohamad Ali hoped
that Maj-Gen Mirza would
continue to serve Pakistan as
“worthily and as well” in this
new capacity as he had served
her in the past.

Pakistan, he said, “may rise
to ever greater glory with
Maj-General Iskander Mirza
as President of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.”

Dawn 6 March 1956. Iskander Mirza. Republic’s first elected President.

Dawn newspaper Archives
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Pseudo-mullahs under fire

INAUGURATING the
International Islamic
Colloquium — the first of its
kind in the East — in Lahore
today, President Iskander
Mirza launched a fromal
attack on "half-baked and ill-
educated mullahs' " who, for
centuries, have monopolised
the pulpit and made Islam a
captive in the four walls of
mosques and castles.

President Mirza appealed
to the enlightened Muslims to
apply the Islamic principles
of universality, fraternity,
integrity, mercy, cooperation
and goodwill to present-day
problems to prove to the

December 30, 1957

world at large that Islam was
the most powerful and
dynamic movement in the his-
tory of mankind.

A distinguished gathering
of about a thousand including
some hundred ladies and 140
delegates, watched the
impressive inaugural ceremo-
ny. The spacious Punjab
University Hall, venue of the
Colloquium, was tastefully
decorated and the national
flags of all the 34 participant
nations hung from balconies
to add colour to the occasion.

The President was received

by the heads of the visiting
delegations outside the hall
and entered at the head of a
small procession amidst
whirring of movie cameras.

The President's inaugural
address was heard in pin drop
silence, following the address
of welcome presented by
Mian Afzal Husain, Vice-
Chancellor of the Punjab
University.

Raising his voice, President
Mirza declared that the fact
that Islam is capable of
belonging to the modern
world makes it possible to
recognize that it is a living
and dynamic force.

Dawn 30 December 1957. Pseudo Mullahs Under Fire.

Dawn newspaper Archives
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Mirza blames intelligentsia

PRESIDENT Iskander
Mirza described in  his
Republic Day broadcast as
unpardonable ‘“the apathy,
inactivity and frustration dis-
played by our intelligentsia”
where problems facing the
country and their solution
were concerned.

“Whose fault is it, if, in a
country like this, people are
content with sitting in their
parlours and just criticizing?
The common man is too igno-
rant and too illiterate to look
beyond the struggle for his own
existence. But the intelli-
gentsia is the hard core of our
society. What has our intelli-

March 25, 1958

gentsia done beyond being crit-
ical, apathetic or frustrated.”

He, however, said that “the
game is not yet over. Another
great opportunity is coming to
them very soon in the shape of,
general elections. Do not let
the elections go by default. If
you do not wish to mortgage
the future of your country to
continued instability and inse-
curity, then see to it that only
good, honest and patriotic ele-
ments are returned in the elec-
tions.”

He guaranteed that the
elections would be completely

free and fair.”
* Kk ok %k *

The Muslim League nosnina-
tions given by the Karachi
Provincial Muslim League
Parliamentary Board for the
coming Karachi Municipal
elections were set aside by the
organisation’s Appeal Sub-
Committee which decided to
throw open the elections to all
eligible Muslim Leaguers.

The Appeal Sub-Committee,
included Maulvi Tamizuddin
Khan, Sheikh Sadiq Hasan and
Mr Manzare Alam, setting
aside the nominations recom-
mended to the PML Working
Committee.

Dawn 25 March 1958. Iskander Mirza blames Intelligentsia.

Dawn newspaper Archives
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President Iskander Ali Mirza signing the
Constitution of Pakistan in 1956.
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Iskander Mirzataking oath as President of Pakistan.
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President Iskander Mirza in his office - 1957.
Courtesy, Humayun Mirza
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In conversation with the Prime Minister

on Octobsr 30 the President of Pakistun
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When President Iskander Mirza strongly communicated to Great Britain
that Gwadar really must be settled in Pakistan’s favour if Pakistan

were to remain in the Commonwealth.

Courtesy. The National Archives, UK
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President Iskander Mirza, PM Chou en Lai & Ambassador Geng Biao
at a Chinese Embassy reception Karachi, 1956.
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President Iskander Mirza with
Shahinshah of Iran & Princess Ashraf.
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Iran postage stamp commemorating friendship with
portraits of Shahinshah of Iran & President Iskander Mirza.
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Ahmed Dawood, Chairman of The Dawood Foundation,
attending a dinner with President Iskander Mirza &
Mohammad Aly Rangoonwala. TDF Photo

Governor General Iskander Mirza being introduced to the cricket team.



Governor General Iskander Mirza with General Ayub Khan.

RS S T i .

Ibex Hunt - Syed Asad Ali, Iskander Mirza.
Sitting L-R: Jahanara Habibullah, Dr Shoukat Haroon,
Louise Broussard.
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President Iskander Mirza with industrialist Ahmed Dawood.
TDF Photo

President Iskander Mirza at a formal dinner at Hotel
Metropole in Karachi with industrialist Ahmed Dawood, Chairman
of The Dawood Foundation. TDF photo
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President Iskander Mirza introducing industrialist Ahmed Dawood to
President of Syria Shukri Al Quwalti. TDF Photo

President Iskander Mirza in Lisbon, Portugal, at the State reception in
his honour by the President of Portugal.
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President Iskander Mirza with Ahmed Dawood examining the camel cart
which was the logo of Dawood Cotton Mills. TDF Photo

President Iskander Mirza &
King Saud in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
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4
President Iskander Mirza and Nahid Mirza (his second wife) with
Shahinshah of Iran at Roza e Imam Ali Raza (Aleh Salam).

President Iskander Mirza with Shahinshah of Iran during
the latter’s state visit to Pakistan.
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President Iskander Mirza meeting sportsmen.
General Ayub Khan on the left.
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President Iskander Mirza with King Zahir Shah of
Afghanistan at the Kabul Airport.
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President Iskander Mirza with General Iftikhar who was to
become COAS, Pakistan Army, but was killed in an air crash.

President Iskander Mirza
with a visiting Head of State.
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Prince Karim Aga Khan arrives in Karachi for his
enthronement ceremony on 23 January 1958 escorted
by President and Mrs Iskander Mirza.
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President Iskander Mirza with
Turkish Prime Minister Adnan Menderes.

President Iskander Mirza with Shahinshah of Iran
being introduced to a guest.
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President Iskander Mirza with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
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President Iskander Mirza with
Finance Minister Syed Amjad Ali.
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THE FRONTIER BETWEEN
THE TWO WARS

For generations, my ancestors held the office of Nawab Nazim
of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa having their court at Murshidabad.
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, my grandfather
was superseded by another branch of the family as head of the
Nizamat and we were removed to Bombay. There I was born on
the 13 November 1899. My mother, who was of Iranian descent,
brought me up entirely. She was quite advanced according to
the ideas of society in those days, playing tennis and riding a
horse. She was awarded the Kaisar-i-Hind decoration for social
work. I was educated in part at Elphinstone College but mainly
by private tutor, Mr Lee-Wilson. He was a Quaker with an
austere approach to life. He used to give me a boxing lesson
every morning as soon as I got up.

In 1918, Indians were made eligible to hold the King’s
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The Frontier Between the Two Wars

Commission in the army. I applied for a commission and went
to Simla for an interview. Most of the new Indian cadets were
being sent to a cadet college at Indore but a few were selected
for Sandhurst. Ratherto my surprise, I was one of the first batch
of five Indians chosen for Sandhurst. We sailed for England
in October 1918 but, because of the ending of the war and the
sudden demobilization of thousands of men, we were held up
at Port Said and Cairo and only reached London in December. I
entered Sandhurst in January. Life was very pleasant and I got
into the cricket team of the R.M.C., being awarded my blue. It
was most unfortunate that, of the other Indian cadets, two died
and two were removed so I was the only one to pass out.

When I was commissioned in July 1920, I was attached
to the 2nd Battalion, the Cameronions (Scottish Rifles) for the
year’s secondment to a British regiment which was required of
every officer in the Indian Army. The Cameronians were then at
Kohat so I was introduced at once to the North-West Frontier
where I was to spend so much of my service.

We took part in the Khoodad Khel operation and went
on to Parachinar. At that time, war with Afghanistan seemed
imminent. I have a vivid memory of watching an Afghan
battalion on parade from a fort at Kherpachi. The commander
was sitting on a charpoy (string bed) shouting commands.
I also witnessed from the fort the killing of a murderer, as
required by Islamic law, by a woman who was the mother of the
murdered man. Later on, while going down the mountain with
my platoon, I fell and injured my back badly. This continued to
give me much trouble and I was compelled to go to Europe on
medical leave. After failing to get any help in Vienna and Berlin,
I came to London. None of the specialists could offer me any
hope so I was advised to see the famous osteopath, Sir Herbert
Barker. He told me that if I would submit myself to his special
treatment — which would be excruciating — he could cure me.
After one month of agony, I was able to walk normally again.
My wound gave me no further trouble for over thirty years
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

until, out shooting in 1954; I picked up an ammunition box and
wrenched my back again. The necessity then to come to London
again for treatment was to be a turning-point for me and for my
country.

When I was fit again, I joined my own regiment: the 17th
Poona Horse (Queen Victoria’s Own) at Jhansi. Although these
were the years of the Khilafat Movement and of Gandhi’s first
civil disobedience movement, I must confess that those events
made little impression upon me. I was more interested in pig-
sticking and polo than in politics.

One event, however, stands out in my mind. In 1922,
my squadron was sent to Allahabad to reinforce the security
arrangements for the Kumbh Mela, the great gathering of
pilgrims at the confluence of the Jumna and the Ganges. In
order to control the thousands of pilgrims, the government had
set up barriers to seal off certain approaches. The civil police
were guarding the barriers and the Poona Horse were held in
reserve: in the parlance of those days to provide a “show of
force”. TheCongressdecided to defy the government. Theleader
was the young Jawaharlal Nehru, who was the first to climb
over the barricade. I could not help but admire his courage in
facing what might have been a volley from the police. Instead,
the magistrate in charge, the police, and also my own troopers,
made a hasty strategic retirement.

In 1925, my mother (who had moved to Bangalore,
near to Sir Mirza Ismail, her cousin, who was then Dewan of
Mysore) died. She has been a great influence in my life. Her
code of conduct, though simple, was strict. I loved her, but I
was in awe of her.

Meanwhile the Poona Horse moved up to Bannu in
Waziristan in 1924. I was squadron officer with B squadron:
all Muslims, Khaimkanis, a branch of the Rathor Rajputs.
Life was agreeable, but terribly monotonous: stables, parades,
and nothing much else to do. I was stationed in command of
a squadron at Khajuri, a fort on the road between Bannu and
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Miranshah, the headquarters of the political Agent, North
Waziristan. Later,wemoved up to Razmak, thegreat cantonment
which had been built after the First World War to dominate the
unsettled border with Afghanistan and Waziristan.

There were always two schools of thought on the question
of the control of the Frontier tribes. One, on the analogy of the
Sandeman policy in Baluchistan, pressed for a forward policy,
and integration of the tribal areas with the settled districts upto
the international border with Afghanistan. The other favoured
the close border policy which meant, broadly speaking, non-
interference in inter-tribal affairs, and restricting control
to ensuring the safety of the settled areas and some forward
highways, like the Khyber Pass road, and the roads like the
Tochi valley and Wana roads which led to the headquarters of
the Tochi Scouts and the South Waziristan Scouts, at Miranshah
and Wana.

Just after the First World War, as a result of the success
of Marshal Lyautey in Morocco , who brought about security
and order by constructing large number of roads, a school of
thought gained predominance in the Government of India and
on the NWFP that a similar policy of road-building was the
answer to tribal control on the Frontier. Hence, the expensive
circular road was constructed: Bannu-Razmak-Dera Ismail
Khan where it joined up with the existing Dera Ismail Khan-
Bannu road.

I was in daily contact with the Tochi Scouts and the
Political Officers and I decided that I would put in for a transfer
to the Indian Political Service (which was drawn half from the
Indian Civil Service and half from the Indian Army). There
were already a few Indian officers in the IPS, including one
of my contemporaries from the cadet college at Indore. My
transfer came through and I was appointed to the Political
Service from 2 August 1926, and set off to the United Provinces,
to Aligarh District, to receive magisterial training. From there
I went to the Revenue School at Moradabad and then back to

71

IQBAL
FORUM



Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

the Frontier to my first assignment: Supernumerary Assistant
Commissioner, Hazara. From there I went to Peshawar District
to work at revenue settlement under Mr (later Sir Francis)
Whyllie. At this time, I first came to know Dr Khan Sahib and his
brother, Abdul Ghaffar Khan, (of the Muhammad Zai tribe of
Charsadda Pathans). In 1927, Dr Khan Sahib was retired from
the Indian medical service and had a very good private practice
in Peshawar. He had been M.O. to the Guides (Frontier Force)
in Mardan. He was married to an Englishwoman and was very
friendly with the British even allowing himself to be made a
paying honorary Member of the Peshawar Club. For reasons
best known to the British, Indians were debarred from being
ordinary members. Most of us refused to become Honorary
Members.

A great change in Dr Khan Sahib’s attitude came in 1930
after the Peshawar shootings. He joined his brother as an active
member of the Indian National Congress and they participated
in every anti-British movement and were sent to jail several
times. I continued to regard him as a man of complete honesty
and sterling character, even though we were now (as it were) on
opposite sides of the game.

My first really independent charge came in 1928 when
I went down to Tank (between Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan)
as Assistant Commissioner. Here I stayed two years keeping
the peace with the help of the Bhittani khassadars (the armed
tribal levy used for territorial policing). The work in the settled
portion of the Tank Sub-Division of the District of Dera Ismail
Khan was that of ordinary district administration but with two
peculiarities. I had a surfeit of matrimonial cases amongst the
Bhittanis settled in the administrated areas, decided under
the Frontier Crimes Regulations. Bhittani girls had a habit
of eloping with their paramours. The more a girl eloped, the
higher the price to be paid to her family! We had to operate
swiftly under the Frontier Crimes Regulations, using summary
procedure, in order to prevent blood feuds leading to murder.
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The settlement was based on payment of an agreed sum of
money to the aggrieved party. As the proceedings were entirely
in Pashto, one had to be proficient in this language. The second
peculiar feature was the irrigation system, based on the kukyat
abpashi, or, water custom, and administered by the Assistant
Commissioner. This was interesting work, and if one was lucky
in one’s experiments there was an increase in the cropping
area, enhancing the popularity of the Assistant Commissioner
concerned. On the other hand, a bad decision could lead to
inter-village rioting of furious nature.

Thenin 1930 Iwent to Bannu as Assistant Commissioner.
This was the time of Gandhi’s second civil disobedience
campaign which stirred up the restlessness of the Frontier. By
May, the wholetribal territory from Malakand to Waziristan was
in a state of revolt. The Khan brothers had now organized the
Red Shirts on para-military lines, with officers and “generals”,
but they tried to apply the methods of non-violence. At Bannu,
we had a similar movement, the Black Shirts, led by Habibullah
Khan. These were mainly recruited from Bannu city.

The Deputy Commissioner, Sir Claude Gidney, was a
very kind man and one could see he was averse to taking harsh
measures. We were able to get through the troubles without
much bloodshed excepting with the Hathi Khels. There was a
clash between them and the troops and there were casualties
on both sides including British officers of the 5th Frontier
Force Rifles. From these experiences I drew the lesson that one
should always try to avoid the use of troops in putting down
civil disturbances unless the civil officer in charge is actually
with the troops, well forward. The troop must be kept under
the close control of a civil officer if an unnecessary clash is to be
avoided.

I soon had the opportunity to try out my own methods.
My next posting was to Peshawar District where the Deputy
Commissioner was Mr (later Sir) Olaf Caroe. I became Assistant
Commissioner, with headquarters at Nowshera. Peshawar
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District had been the scene of the most violent clashes with the
Red Shirts active in the city, and tribal lashkars (raiding parties)
operating from the foothills. In August 1930, the province was
placed under special laws. Then in December the Government
of India decided to declare the Indian National Congress an
unlawful organisation: so that consequently the Red Shirts
also come under the ban. Their resistance continued and a big
operation was planned for Christmas Day. The nerve-centre of
the anti-government movement in Nowshera Sub-Division was
in a village called Pabbi on the Nowshera-Peshawar section of
the Grand Trunk Road. I concentrated one battalion of British
infantry, one squadron of cavalry, and about three hundred
police in an open space at Pabbi, and went there at dawn on
December 25th. My plan was to overawe the Red Shirts and
I hoped that that a big show of force would make shooting
unnecessary. The cavalry commander, Major Barnes, of my old
regiment, the Poona Horse, and the British infantry commander
accepted my views. Nothing is more abhorrent to the troops
than to have to take military action against non-combatant
mobs.

The Red Shirts were well disciplined and obeyed
Gandhi’s doctrine of non-violence to the letter. We managed
to calm the people without bloodshed; however, I had to order
occasional baton charges by the police. I took the cavalry and
a body of police in lorries to patrol on the radius of eight miles
round Pabbi. Very early we bumped into trouble. But to cut
a long story short, by the first week of January 1931, I judged
that the situation was sufficiently stable to be handled without
deployment of troops, and I was able to return them to their
permanent stations in Nowshera and Peshawar.

Some Pathan friends did warn me that my way of dealing
with the situation was not popular with senior police officers in
Peshawar but I was not prepared to accept their criticism. The
Red Shirts actually wanted the government to be repressive (to
shoot a few of them) as by this means they hoped to aggravate
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hatred of the government. During the whole of the period,
not one senior police officer came anywhere near me, though
my Deputy Commissioner, Caroe, was in close touch with me
personally and by telephone and expressed himself as quite
happy with the way I was working.

The situation in the Nowshera Sub-Division had become
quite normal by May 1931. In those five months, I don’t think
I arrested more than 150 persons. I only made arrests when
absolutely necessary. The Congress wanted the jails to be filled
and I was not going to play their game.

Under the Gandhi-Irwin pact, Abdul Ghaffar Khan
was released from jail in March, and immediately began
reorganizing his movement which was now declared lawful. In
July, the Deputy Commissioner decided to proclaim Section
144 of the Indian Penal Code, banning meetings, processions
and demonstrations within the area four miles on each side
of the Grand Trunk Road from Attock to Peshawar. This
created a difficult situation for me as the greater portion of
the Grand Trunk Road passed through my Sub-Division. The
Red Shirts answered by arranging religious meetings within
the four-mile limit and though the law was being broken I did
not think it politic to take action. The Gandhi-Irwin pact was
in operation and we all had to mind our step. But in August the
Red Shirts announced that despite the ban under Section 144
they would concentrate their forces in Akbarpura and hold a
mass meeting. In my judgement this constituted open defiance
to the law, without any cover of religion, and on the day fixed
I went to Akbarpura with all the police I could muster and
awaited events.

As soon as about a thousand Red Shirts were gathered
together I ordered them to disperse. On their refusal, I ordered
a baton charge and covered the police with a hundred rifles in
case of necessity. I accompanied the charge and ensured that
the minimum amount of force was used. But the Red Shirts
intended to make the most of the occasion and about a hun-
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dred of them lay down on the ground, pretending to be badly
injured. After about an hour, some of the other Red Shirts and
some villagers came out with pitchers of water to give to the
injured. It was a very hot day. I concluded that, if they were al-
lowed to give out water, the “wounded” would remain lying on
the ground. So I prevented the water reaching them. Because
of the heat, every man who was pretending to be wounded gave
up and walked away. I was able to move the police back to the
shelter of the trees. The demonstration petered out.

For my actions I was accused by Mahatma Gandhi of
violating the Geneva Convention as regards allowing relief to
the wounded. Abdul Ghaffar Khan came to Akbarpura and
charged me with having ordered the police to bayonet young
children and added that an aeroplane had bombed a house in
the village and that a Koran was burnt. All these accusations
were false and foolish. This was the Congress technique: to
create trouble and then charge the government with every
type of atrocity. I went to Simla, and was questioned about the
incident. I insisted that, although we had been through a rough
time, I had often seen as much foul play in a hockey match. The
government was satisfied with my explanation.

From Nowshera, I went back to Hazara District to
officiate as Deputy Commissioner in 1933. This was usually
the quietest part of the Frontier but, at this time, the Black
Mountain tribes were being stirred up by the Mullahs over
the issue of Shahidgunj in Lahore (whether a site belonged to
a mosque or a gurudwara). They came down into the valley
and it was necessary to call out the Gurkha Brigade from
Abbottabad to push them back. Early in 1936, I went to Europe
on six months’ leave and, on return, was posted to Mardan
Sub-Division of Peshawar District as Assistant Commissioner
but with the purpose of preparing the ground for creating a
separate district for Mardan. This followed and I became the first
Deputy Commissioner of Mardan. During this period, elections
were held under the 1935 Government of India Act for the first
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legislatures in which elected ministries were to take office with
full powers at the provincial level. The main contestants were
the Congress and the Muslim League. Sir Abdul Qaiyum, the
grand old man of the Frontier, was a Minister in the outgoing
government. He belonged to the Mardan District and wanted
me to help him.

As agovernment officer,I was supposed to be neutral but,
as a Muslim, I did not want the Congress to win. Despite barring
one Congress leader — Ghulam Muhammad of Lundkhwar —
from standing as a candidate on technical grounds (he was
debarred, having served three years’ imprisonment), I was
not able to do much. The Congress was all-powerful and won
easily, not only in Mardan District but all over the province,
emerging as the largest party in the new legislature. Dr Khan
Sahib became chief minister. Sir Abdul Qayyum who, all his
life had helped his people and fought for their rights, died soon
afterwards. The Governor, Sir George Cunningham, attended
his funeral.

There was hardly any change during Dr Khan Sahib’s
period when he was running the settled areas as chief minister.
He was quite ready to work with the government; he worked
very well. He was a very close friend of Sir George Cunningham
with whom he used to play bridge once a fortnight at least.
Cunningham became Governor of the North-West Frontier
Province just after I became Deputy Commissioner of Mardan
(February1937). He had previously been PrivateSecretaryto the
Viceroy, Lord Halifax. He was one of the finest administrators
of his day. Dr Khan Sahib tried to employ the ordinary law to the
exclusion of the Frontier Crimes Regulations but he soon found
that this would not work in the peculiar conditions obtaining
in the Pathan land and soon had to sanction a return to the
Frontier Crimes Regulations.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited Mardan District at
his time, coming by the same route as the Sikh general, Hari
Singh Nalwa had taken when invading the country during the
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days of Maharaja Ranjit Singh! In order to avoid trouble, I
confined the police to their stations and barracks. There was a
tremendous reception for Nehru and the crowds were terrific.
The plan of the Congress leaders went astray and there was
a shemozzle. I was accused of causing this by Abdul Ghaffar
Khan though Dr Khan Sahib exonerated me. I could only
keep order if I was allowed to make arrangements ab initio.
But I don’t think the public would have wanted an orderly
reception!

Early in 1938, I was appointed Political Agent, Khyber.
The duties of this office, despite the glamour attached to
its name, was far less onerous and the objective was simple:
Political control ofthetribesin the Agency and correct behaviour
by the tribes towards Afghanistan. The latter objective was
made difficult as, according to old customs, the Afghans, by
payment of small subsidies, created an Afghan Party amongst
the tribes and so often got involved in internal feuds and the
Political Agent had to exert his good offices to sort out the mess.

In 1938, Muhammad Afzal Khan, the Sanghul Khel
Shinwari leader, had a fight with his Afghan overlords and fled
into Tirah in the Khyber Agency where he was given shelter
by the enemies of the Afghan allowance-holders. The Afghans
naturally protested and I was ordered by the government to go
to Kabul to have talks with the Afghan leaders to try to effect a
settlement. I went to Kabul in February 1939, in bitterly cold
weather and, with the British Ambassador, saw the Afghan
leaders, H.R.H. Muhammad Hashim Khan, the Prime Minister,
H.R.H. Sirdar Shah Mahmood Khan, Muhammad Ali Khan and
some other princes at a conference. Talks were friendly and
the Afghan princes and officials I found highly impressive and
fully versed in tribal matters. We were quickly able to arrange a
settlement: I wish all disputes could be settled in one meeting.
Sirdar Muhammad Hashim kept to the point: and so everything
was settled all right. I was able to get the Afridi Maliks of the
Khyber to agree to our decisions and Muhammad Afzal Khan
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Shinwari went back home.

In October 1939, after the outbreak of the Second World
War, I suddenly received information that two relations of
the Afghan royal family had fled into Tirah, and were staying
with Nawab Zaman Khan Kuki Khel, and that an Afridi lashkar
under Khushal Khan, a well-known Afridi stormy petrel (who
in 1930 had invaded Peshawar District) was marching on
Jalalabad on the road to Kabul in their support. By exercising
strong political pressure and threat of air action, I was able
to obtain the surrender of the two sirdars and the retreat of
the Afridi lashkar back to Tirah. The Maliks cooperated fully
and an Afridi war was averted. The deployment of some thirty
aeroplanes in Peshawar was observed by the tribes — as they
were meant to — and Nawab Zaman Khan was discouraged
by the disagreeable possibility of having his home bombed: I
showed him air photographs of his two large houses in Tirah to
make it clear that we had his number. ‘
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WARTIME STRESSES
AND STRAINS

Earlyin1940,Iwasappointed Deputy Commissioner, Peshawar,
and Political Agent, Mohmands. I was the first Indian to hold
this appointment. As Political Agent, Khyber, I had sometimes
told the Indians with whom I played bridge at Peshawar what
a delightful charge I had and perhaps some of them had passed
on my remarks. At any rate, my new post was completely
different. In ordinary time, the D.C. had to work twelve hours
every day and now it was much worse because of the war. We
were all wondering what the Congress would do now that we
were at the beginning of a world-wide conflagration. We were
not left guessing long, for, soon after I had taken over as D.C.
Peshawar, negotiations between Mahatma Gandhi and the
Viceroy, Lord Linlithgow, broke down. The High Command of
the Congress directed all the Congress ministries to resign and,
in pursuance of this directive, Dr Khan Sahib and his colleagues
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resigned. Soon afterwards, another directive came ordering
token civil disobedience by selected individuals. This consisted
of a few Congressmen going into public places and declaring
“it is wrong to help the Government in the war” thus inviting
arrest.

Dr Khan Sahib announced the date and time he was
going to perform his civil disobedience (14 December 1940).
I tried to dissuade him, reminding him that we were at war
and this could be construed as treason. He disregarded all
I had to say and, on the day appointed, he appeared in the
main bazaar of Peshawar garlanded up to his neck in flowers.
A crowd of about ten thousand collected. Accompanied by the
senior Superintendent of Police and the City Magistrate, I had
also taken up a position on one side of the bazaar. Dr Khan
went around in circles, uttering the formula “Don’t help in the
war.... don’t help in this war....”, not in a very loud voice. After
allowing him to do this for some time, I took pity on him and
went to where he was to request him to accompany me in my
car. I could see relief on his face and he came very quickly. A
press man came running up to me asking “under what section?
Under what section?” (of the law) and I replied that I hadn’t
thought about it.

We drove off in the direction of the jail. The doctor,
who at first was very stiff, gradually relaxed and looked
happy. However, we turned away towards his house, and
again he become very stiff and militant. However, the driver
had instructions to go to Dr Khan Sahib’s house and that was
that. We all dismounted and entered his drawing room where
he found his English wife looking like a tigress. Apparently,
people had told her that, during the war, open incitement to
oppose the war could lead to capital punishment. She thought
that he had come to say goodbye before being taken out to be
shot. Instead I handed over the doctor and asked her to ensure
that he was not a naughty boy ever again. I left the room to the
accompaniment of Dr Khan Sahib shouting “You can’t do this
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to me”. I said nothing and beat a hasty retreat with my officers.

The Pathans, by temperament, are not really suited to
this kind of passive resistance. From 1930 to ’33, they were
given the task of marching in column disobeying the orders
of the Government. In Charsadda Sub-Division of Peshawar
District, they stood up to cavalry charges without flinching and
with the utmost bravery. They took any amount of punishment.
But in ordering individual civil disobedience, the Congress High
Command had failed to understand the Pathan. He was asked
to do something for which he had no liking or enthusiasm.
The Government of India — which, in all the provinces, was
taking the movement seriously and filling up the jails — also did
not understand the Pathan psychology. Lord Linlithgow sent
telegram after telegram saying “what actions are you taking?”
Sir George Cunningham, who understood the Pathans better
than anybody else, allowed the movement to kill itself by
ridicule. The result was that this movement came to an end in
the Frontier Province months before it died away in the rest of
India, and we had a relatively quiet and orderly province until
Congress launched the Quit India Movement in 1942.

Other events in India made little impression on the
Frontier. Already the Muslim League had held their Lahore
meeting and had issued the famous Lahore Declaration in
favour of what they called “independent states” in the north-
west although they had not defined Pakistan up till then.
There were no repercussions along the border because, quite
honestly, there was no Muslim League there. Whenever I said
that to people in India, they used to get very angry and think I
was anti-Muslim. I was only telling the truth.

In 1941, the Germans invaded the Soviet Union and the
Russians became our “allies”. This made the situation slightly
awkward for those who, from the end of 1939 to early 1941, were
directing and intensive anti-Bolshevik propaganda campaign.
I was also involved in this as, when P.A. Khyber, I was doing
a good deal of propaganda. When I took up the matter later
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with some of the Afridi and Mohmand Maliks, they all had a
good laugh. They told me they had never taken seriously all the
stuff I used to push out in regard to the Russians. So much for
my complacent feeling that I was doing good work! All T did
was to waste a considerable amount of time and money. The
tribesmen, especially the Afridis, are astute people and knew
much more about what was really going on in Central Asia than
we gave them credit for.

In 1942, the war situation was bad. Rommel was
advancing in Cyrenaica and the Japanese had declared war on
Britain and the United States. The Germans were advancing on
Stalingrad and had penetrated the Caucasus, and there was talk
all over India that the German and Japanese armies would meet
each other in India. At this time, when the military situation
was at its worst, the Cripps mission arrived in India to attempt
a political settlement. In the then mood of the Indian leaders —
when they openly said that they would not accept a post-dated
cheque on a crashing bank — the Cripps mission was bound
to fail. Thereafter, the political situation deteriorated and the
Congress started the “Quit India” movement. On August 8th,
the Congress Working Committee was arrested. Dr Khan Sahib
started running round Peshawar paying off his bridge debts.
He was not a bad player but, more often than not, he held bad
cards.

I realized that, this time, it would not be an easy job and
I had to make serious preparations. Sir George Cunningham
sent for me. He was always a complete gentleman with nerves
of steel and had a great affection for the Pathans. We discussed
the situation in detail. He was rightly of the opinion that the
position in the NWFP was quite different to the rest of India
and, whatever the directives of the Government of India, he
would maintain his liberty of action and would not fill the jails.
He directed me to try to control the situation on the basis of as
few arrests as possible and, above all, no shooting. He added
that Peshawar was the focal point in the whole province and he
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relied on me to overcome all difficulties. He could back me up
to the hilt. I thanked Sir George for the confidence he placed in
me and asked him not to attach too much importance to police
reports as all my experience in all the districts had convinced
me that they were usually exaggerated and sometimes faked.
My problem, as I saw it, was to try to concentrate Red Shirts
activity in Peshawar city. We gave out, here and there, that we
would be happy if the agitations would be dispersed as, with
our superior facilities for quick movement, we could easily deal
with dispersed attempts to bring the government to a standstill!
The reverse would have been the case as, with our limited police
numbers, we could not have operated in many places. The only
way we could then have acted would have been by shooting; a
course of action in complete variance to the instructions given
by Sir George Cunningham.

I soon got to knowthatthe Red Shirtswere concentrating
in a large school in Peshawar city. They established a camp
which controlled, housed and fed about 1,500 Red Shirts. I also
concentrated as many police as I could and awaited events.
Every morning, the Red Shirts would parade in front of the
school at about 9:00 a.m. after first drinking tea from a common
cauldron and eating huge chunks of bread. Their commanders
would harangue them, calling on them to sacrifice their lives
and march them off towards the cantonment. On the boundary
of the cantonment, on a railway bridge, I used to concentrate a
large force of police with batons and, some distance in the rear,
a company of British troops with rifles.

On the first day, about a hundred Red Shirts got over
the bridge and entered the Sessions Court where they messed
things and stopped the work. After that, we improved our
dispositions and no Red Shirt succeeded in getting into the
cantonment. Every day, the Red Shirts would make a rush at
us with cries of “Allah-ho-Akbar”. We had to use our staves
to stop them. In the process of hurling them back, quite a few
Red Shirts were injured and some bled profusely. These were
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paraded in the city, with blood streaming down, as propaganda
against us. The conflict was watched by large crowds who began
to join in, slinging large stones at us. My police were injured
and I also received a large stone upon my thigh and the bruises
made me lame for some time though we always managed to
keep back the Red Shirts. We arrested large numbers every day
and kept them in a pen till sunset when we released them.
The set-piece went on for a month (October 1942) and
I noticed the crowds from the city and the villages getting
larger and larger and more and more excited. These crowds
numbered from twenty to fifty thousand; a good many Afridi
and Mohmand tribesmen. I could see that the set-piece could
not last much longer without our having to open fire. We had
two companies of British troops always close by. Firing would
have meant heavy casualties to the civil population and a wave
of resentment and hatred of the government would have gone
right through the province and tribal areas and we might land
ourselves into a full-scale tribal war at a time when we were very
short of troops. I expressed my apprehensions to Sir George
Cunningham, who was as cool as a great administrator should
be, and he told me to do my best. I spoke to Dr Khan Sahib
who laughed and said Pathans were ready to die in thousands.
My determination not to shoot down Pathans of whom, after
20 years of close association, I was very fond was reinforced
because I was quite sure things would get much worse that way.
In 1940, soon after I had been appointed Deputy
Commissioner of Peshawar, I studied the general situation in
India and especially the attitude of the two Pathan leaders, Dr
Khan Sahib and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan. I was convinced
the Indian National Congress would not permit a peaceful
India during the war. The Congress high command would
strike when our military situation in the war was at its worst.
In 1940, through my agents, I got in touch with two Red Shirt
generals and started paying them to work for me inside the Red
Shirt organization. So, when matters were coming to a head
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in 1942, I sent for them and suggested that they take charge
of the food arrangements in the Red Shirt camp in Peshawar
city and to see me the moment they had succeeded in doing so.
After carrying out my instructions, they came to see me and I
gave them some long phial containing Croton oil and told then
to pour the contents of the phial into the tea cauldrons before
the morning tea was issued. This they succeeded in doing. The
thousand Red Shirts, after taking the doctored tea, paraded
before the commander and, before long, started breaking
ranks and running here and there. Most of them ran towards
the bank of the canal nearby. They could not remove their
trousers quick enough as they wound themselves with turbans
to deaden police blows with staves. But this very action made
it impossible for them to remove their trousers quick enough
and most of them spoilt their trousers — a very great disgrace
amongst the Pathans. (My own Red Shirts, when they took
their morning tea, also took a strong dose of the Croton oil, a
very strong purge, so as to avoid detection.)

To make a long story short, the sorry state of the Red
Shirts on the canal bank was witnessed by large crowds of Pe-
shawar citizens who laughed their hearts out and, whenever
they saw any Red Shirt in the city, they used to laugh and no
Red Shirt dared to come to the city in uniform. The anti-Gov-
ernment Red Shirt movement collapsed from this day. The nine
Congress doctorswho sat in solemn conclave gavetheir opinion
that the sudden attack of violent dysentery was the aftermath of
a severe epidemic of malaria which was rampant in Peshawar
District in (the) previous summer.

For the rest of the war, the Red Shirt movement was
immobilized. My next involvement in politics came from the
other side: from Mr Jinnah and the Muslim League. About the
end of March 1943, I was invited to a tiger shoot by H.H. the
late Nawab of Bhopal, Nawab Hamidullah Khan. I stopped at
Delhi on my way back to Peshawar and went to see Nawabzada
Liaquat Ali Khan, an old friend of mine. The same evening,
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he telephoned to me and said the Quaid-e-Azam, Mohammad
Ali Jinnah, wanted to see me urgently next morning at
11:00 a.m. I hardlyknew Mr Jinnah and could not imagine why
he wanted to see me. However, I went. Mr Jinnah met me in
his study and opened the conversation by saying that he knew
my mother well. He had worked with her in 1912 in organizing
relief supplies to Turkey during the Balkan war. He then
rather surprisingly asked: “Are you a Muslim?” This seemed a
rhetorical question and I replied: “We have been Muslims since
the time of the Prophet. We are no converts.”

Jinnah then said: “Do you recognize me as the head
of the Muslims of India?” I replied: “I recognize you as the
political head of the Muslims of India.” He then came straight
to the point. He said he was trying to bring about a Muslim
government in areas where Muslims were predominant.
But there was no Muslim League government in any of the
provinces. He added that he had been reliably informed that,
if I tried, I could organize the formation of a Muslim League in
the NWFP and if I accepted him as the leader of the Muslims of
India I must do as he asked.

I replied that I was merely the Deputy Commissioner of
Peshawar: the only man who could do what he wanted was Sir
George Cunningham. I added that the Muslim League hardly
existed in the province. He replied that he wanted a promise
from me that I would try my upmost. I had no option but to
give him this promise. But I went on to say that the head of the
League in the Frontier Province, Sirdar Muhammad Aurangzeb
Khan, was useless and corrupt. I was told that, whatever the
merits or demerits of Sirdar Aurangzeb Khan, and whatever
the condition of the local League organization, I must help in
the interests of the Mussalmans of India. I tried to warn Mr
Jinnah that, although Cunningham had been very kind to me,
he was not the man to accept anybody’s advice against his own
better judgement. I recalled how he had ignored the entire
Government of India in 1940 and 1942 and handled the Red
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Shirt: movement in his own way. After this, Mr Jinnah shook
me by the hand and I left.

A fortnight after my return to Peshawar, I received a
telephone message, sent by the Quaid-e-Azam through a mutual
friend, urging me to hurry on the formation of the ministry.
I was at my wit’s end as I had not made an inch of progress.
However, God was on our side. Sir George Cunningham had
been on a visit to Kabul and, when he returned, he at once
asked me to go and see him. I had hardly sat down when he
remarked that the Government of India were pressing him to
form a new ministry in the province as they were anxious to
demonstrate that Congress was not the only party and that
popular government could function despite their Quit India
Movement.

The situation was completely normal, and I could
honestly say that the time was opportune. I must say here that,
under no circumstances, would I have ever dreamed of giving
any but an honest view to my Governor for whom I had feelings
of deep affection. When asked who should be called upon, I
could properly advise the Muslim League as this was the only
party in the field and, as Sirdar Aurangzeb Khan was the leader
of this party, he was the automatic choice and I was saved the
distasteful job of suggesting his name.

Sir George then sent for Aurangzeb and commissioned
him to form a ministry. I don’t know if the Quaid-e-Azam really
thought this was all my doing. I am convinced he was too clever
to think so. The Sirdar was now eating out of my hand, so to
say, and requested my help in the formation of a ministry. The
human material available was useless. I had my eyes on Sardar
Abdur Rab Nishtar. He was the leader of the Ahrars, a fanatical
Islamic group. The Ahrars were bitter opponents of the Muslim
League, and, by a peculiar chance, allies of the Congress.
Nishtar was certainly not fond of Jinnah and, only the previous
year, he had made a violently abusive speech against him at
the Mahbat Khan mosque in the presence of a friend of mine,
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Maulana Jamal Khan. Nishtar was a native of Peshawar city
and I knew him. I appealed to Nishtar’s Muslim sentiments and
he readily agreed to join the Muslim League and was taken by
Aurangzeb into his cabinet.

My troubles started from the day Aurangzeb got into the
saddle (25 May 1943). Here was a man who, only a few days
before, when he came to my house, used to sit on the floor
refusing to take a chair unless I helped him to be chief minister!
And now he started intriguing against me in the lowest possible
manner. His personal courage was less than zero. When the
activities of the Anjuman-e-Ghuraba, a communist-inspired
body, became dangerous and I proposed some action, he
concurred. But on the day I started to act involving baton
charges and use of tear gas, he disappeared to Abbottabad and
on return started flirting with some of the ruffianly leaders of
this organization.

I ignored all this but I could not ignore the Sirdar’s
tampering with law and order. Appeals for mercy from
murderers used to remain in his office for ages and, ultimately
in most cases, were accepted giving the administration a bad
name. Then, one evening, my Senior Superintendent of Police,
Mr O’Neil Shaw (an officer of great experience and ability)
came to see me. He produced a list of eighty persons to whom
licenses for revolvers and shot guns had been issued by the chief
minister, direct, without consulting me or the police. Thirty-
eight names on this list were persons of known bad character!
Obviously, in Peshawar, where murders used to occur at slight
provocation and where blood feuds were rampant, we had to
be very careful before an arms license was issued. I lost my
temper and wrote to the Chief Secretary to (the) Government,
requesting that an order be issued debarring the Chief Minister
from issuing any arms licenses without the concurrence of the
Deputy Commissioner. This letter got to the Chief Minister, as
I knew it would, and the fat was truly in the fire.

The Governor was in a difficult position. He could not
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get rid of (the) ministry though he had nothing but contempt
for Sirdar Muhammad Aurangzeb Khan. He wanted to keep
me if possible. After some fireworks, the Governor arranged
a meeting between the Chief Minister, Chief Secretary and
myself. The meeting was acrimonious. Aurangzeb demanded
that I take back the letter. I replied that I would not change
a comma. The Chief Minister demanded my removal and, in
order not to embarrass Sir George Cunningham, I asked for
four months’ leave and a transfer from the province.

I had worked for five years as Deputy Commissioner,
Peshawar, in a difficult period and I was very tired. My
application was accepted and so I left the Frontier in February
1945 after nearly twenty-five years service and my close
connection with the Pathans, of whom I was so fond, came to an
end, Aurangzeb Khan did not last long as his own followers in
the Muslim League turned against him and he had scarcely any
supporters in the provincial legislature. It was lucky I was not
in the province at the time Aurangzeb was defeated (13 March
1943); otherwise, I would have been blamed for the defeat.
Unless there is a dictatorship, corruption combined with bad
administration cannot last for long.

While in Jaipur, staying with my uncle, Sir Mirza Ismail
who was the Dewan, I was posted to Sambalpur as Political
Agent, Orissa States. I arrived in Sambalpur in the Province of
Orissa in May 1945 never having been in these parts though I
am the direct descendent of the Nawab Nazims of Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa who were rulers of the Province before the advent of
the British. I had also never served before on the states side of
the Indian Political Service and so was completely new to myjob.
And as I wasthe first Indian to hold this post of Political Agent,
I was interested to study the reaction of the twenty-three rulers
of the Agency. When Lord Sinha was appointed Lieutenant
Governor of Bihar in the 1920s, and the Orissa states at the time
were under the jurisdiction of the Governor of Bihar, some of
the rulers had sent a telegram of protest to the Viceroy and the
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states were taken under the direct jurisdiction of Gavernment
of India in the Political Department. For years afterwards, this
incident and a few others were used as an argument against
employing Indians of the Indian Political Service in the States.

This segregation of the Indian Princes from the people
of their own race and blood was a mistake as it created a hatred
against them in the minds of Indians from British India. When
British rule came to an end in 1947, their days were numbered
and, in two or three years, all the Princes of India, and later the
few Princes of Pakistan, were removed from power and became
pensioners: a great pity, a great many of these Princes were
natural leaders and men of considerable ability, of culture, of
tradition, and of manners. I had the honour of having many of
them as my friends.

Situated as I was, I had to walk very warily. I started
reading all the files and papers in my office and soon found that
there was no more than an hour’s work a day in the office, a
striking change from the twelve hours as Deputy Commissioner
of Peshawar with quite a few hours of headache added to it.
The only way to do one’s job I found was to tour and, as road
communication was not too bad, most of the year I was in
Orissa, I toured. Touring also entailed big game hunting and
as I was very fond of this sport and, as the states of Orissa were
a paradise for big game, I was able to shoot a large number of
tigers, bison, panthers etc. Most of the states were tolerably well
run and the people were fond of their rulers. But malnutrition
was terrible. Though there was plenty of rice, and cheap, there
was hardly anything else for the general mass of the population.
The staple diet was rice and green chillies and a great deal of
drinking from a potent drink extracted from the Mahwa flower.
I found the women much bigger and studier than the men. On
investigating the cause, I found as a rule the men ate the rice
and the women drank the rice water. The doctor told me that
most of the vitamins were in the water. This reminded me of
what I read in my school-boy days about the great sacrifice of
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the Indian troops at the siege of Arcot when they drank the rice
water and gave all the rice to their British comrades — not much
sacrifice, perhaps.

The rulers on the whole were all right. The Rajas of
Bamra and Gengpur were go-ahead young men, well-educated
and anxious for the uplift and prosperity of their people. On the
other side were rulers like the Raja of Dhenkenal who was one
big headache and his state was run by me, as Political Agent,
through a Minister. None of the states were larger than the
District in British India and some as small as a Tehsil. There
was a great jealousy amongst the rulers and all my efforts to
unite them failed. They had pedigrees of over 2000 years and
were very proud. To make a long story short, I spent my tour of
duty of one year in a pleasant atmosphere and today I am sorry
that the rulers have ceased to exist and I do hope they and their
people are happier and more prosperous than in my time.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF
INDIA AND PARTITION

In April 1946 I received a telegram notifying me I was posted as
Joint Secretary in the Defence Department of the Government
of India. This post was not on the cadre of the Indian Political
Service and I am sure that this was managed for me by Sir
Ambrose Dundas who had been Chief Secretary in the NWFP
and who was now the Secretary at the Defence Department. I
hardly knew anyone else of influence in Delhi.

The set-up in the Defence Department was as follows:
Defence Member, Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck (whowas
also Commander in Chief), Secretary, Sir Ambrose Dundas, an
Additional Secretary, Mr G.S. Bhalja and two Joint Secretaries,
Mr Philip Mason and myself. This team worked very smoothly
and we were very happy together. The work was not as onerous
as that of Deputy Commissioner, Peshawar, but was heavy
enough, and a good deal of time was taken up in committee
meetings. Nawab Gurmani was in charge of rehabilitation (of
demobilised soldiers). He hardly did any work. He was marking
time to get a bigger job which he secured soon afterwards, as
Prime Minister of Bahawalpur, greatly to the annoyance of a
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Muslim I.C.S. officer who thought he had the job in his pocket!

I arrived in the aftermath of the famous Red Fort
trials of the leading officers of the so-called Indian National
Army. A number of Indian soldiers and officers had sold their
military honour and joined the Japanese after the surrender of
Singapore. The trial, in my opinion, was a blunder as it gave a
great deal of publicity to the officers put on trial. Wise men like
Sir George Cunningham advised dropping the matter. But it was
not to be. The Congress helped some officers and the Muslim
League waded in to help some of the others. The whole thing
ended in a fiasco. But the damage was done: politics had been
brought into the army. Henceforward, the political situation in
India was simmering furiously. Lord Pethick-Lawrence, with
his committee, was in Delhi, trying hard to solve the Hindu-
Muslim problem. They actually came to a settlement with this
concurrence of the Quaid-e-Azam, Mahatama Gandhi and other
Congress leaders. But Pandit Nehru made a speech afterwards
which amounted to a repudiation of all that had been agreed.
This gave the Quaid-e-Azam the opportunity to withdraw from
his commitment and he announced that nothing but Pakistan
would satisfy the Muslims. The Viceroy, Field Marshal Lord
Wavell, then asked the Hindu and the Muslim leaders to form
an interim government. Jinnah refused but the Congress
agreed and an interim government was formed with Nehru as
the senior member of the Council of Ministers. Hindu-Muslims
riots then took place on a big scale in Bengal and Bihar. They
were put down with a firm hand. The police and the army did
admirable work thus proving that the fears in the minds of the
British administrators that the Indian Army could not be relied
on (because of politics) was proved baseless.

Gradually the Muslim League realized that abstaining
from entering the interim government was doing no good and
notified the Viceroy that they were ready to come in. Soon
after taking over the Communications portfolio, Sardar Abdur
Rab Nishtar sounded me out several times to become Director
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General of Civil Aviation. I had absolutely no knowledge of
aviation and declined to take over control of that department.

While the country was drifting into a deplorable state
of communal tension, the Labour government in England
were pressing the Viceroy to get on with the task of liquidating
British commitments in India. Lord Wavell refused to take
the responsibility of scuttling as, in his view, it would mean
bloodshed on a vast scale. History has shown how right this great
soldier and English gentleman was. The British Government
were adamant. Lord Wavell was replaced by another famous
military leader and man of action, Lord Mountbatten. He
probably came with a directive to arrange to scuttle within as
short a time as possible. At any rate, in announcing the change
of Viceroys in the House of Commons, Mr Attlee announced
that British rule would be brought to an end by June 1948,
come what may.

Although Muslim pressure for Pakistan was increasing,
there was still no sign that the British government would
give way on this issue. Thus it was, in February 1947, that the
Quaid-e-Azam telephoned me and asked me to come over (in)
the evening to see him. His way of dealing with a tricky problem
was very clever (so I thought). He started by asking me if I still
regarded him as the leader of the Muslims of India and would
I obey his orders? In the situation I was in, I could only reply:
Yes. He then went on to say that he was afraid he was not going
to get Pakistan, unless some serious trouble was created and
the best place to do this was on the North-West Frontier with
the tribes. In his view, it was important to demonstrate Muslim
anger before the British actually handed the country over to
the Congress. If Pakistan was not conceded by negotiation, we
must fight. If negotiations had failed by the middle of May, he
wanted me to resign from the service, go into the tribal territory
and start a Jehad. He said that, according to his information, I
could achieve this if I really tried.

His request took my breath away. My associations
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with the British were of long standing. I was fond of them and
they included some of my best friends. With Hindus, too, my
relations were excellent and I had some good friends among
them. Having worked for such a long time in different Political
Agencies, I knew better than anybody of the great efficiency
of the British system of control over the tribes and their rapid
intelligence network. Besides, the risings, if they took place,
would mean bloodshed. This could only take the form of raids on
border villages in the settled areas in which quite a few Hindus
would be killed. All this passed through my mind in a flash. Yet
I decided to fall in with Quaid-e-Azam’s plan. If the Muslim
leader, with all his knowledge of the political ramifications, was
of the view that a certain courage was necessary to safeguard
the future interests of the Muslims, I felt it was not for me to
raise objections. I had no desire to be branded as a man who
was found wanting when the time for action came.

I thought that I could not hope to achieve anything very
much; with a liberal expenditure of money, I would be able to
cause some trouble in Waziristan, Tirah and the Mohmand
country. I gave my estimate of the sum of moneyrequired as one
crore of rupees (Rs. 10,0,00,000 or £ 750,000) I also said that,
before I could disappear into tribal territory, some cover story
would have to be invented. Mr Jinnah had already anticipated
these requirements: he had the cover and the money ready. The
cover was an appointment with H.H. the Khan of Kalat and the
treasure was provided by H.H. the Nawab of Bhopal. I met the
latter the same day and he placed Rs 20,000 at my disposal
for preliminary activities. The Quaid-e-Azam also gave me an
assurance that, if anything happened to me, (which, to my way
of thinking, was a certainty), my family would be looked after.

Next day, I began to make plans. It was avast undertaking
and required time to organize. I am sure Mr Jinnah was too
shrewd to expect anything spectacular. A few tribal risings
would have been enough for his purpose. I sent for some of
my friends from the tribal territory and from Peshawar and
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Dera Ismail Khan. After a good deal of discussion, I drew up
a plan for approaching the Waziristan, Tirah, and Mohmand
tribes, the people I had worked with and knew well. But, early
in May, the Quaid-e-Azam sent for me again and told me that,
as Pakistan would be conceded, the plan would be abandoned.
To be honest, I sighed with relief.

This incident shows that the Quaid-e-Azam had great
determination and was prepared for any action if, in his view,
it was necessary for a particular course. He took no advice and
acted on hisown. He had noillusions about the Muslim League.
After independence, when I saw him one day as Governor-
General, I said in the course of conversation that we must try
to be considerate to the Muslim Leaguers as, after all, they had
brought in Pakistan. Jinnah immediately replied: “Who told you
the Muslim League brought in Pakistan? I brought in Pakistan
— with my stenographer.” Jinnah was a very polite man unless
something roused him. When Lord Mountbatten wrote to him
inviting him to lunch to meet H.R.H. Shah Mahmood Khan of
Afghanistan, he refused; saying, “If His Royal Highness wishes
to see me, he can come to my home.” Doubtless, he wished to
emphasise his position as leader of the Muslims but the result
was that this fine man, H.R.H. Shah Mahmood, was not friendly
towards Pakistan at a very critical period when it would have
been possible to settle all differences with Afghanistan in a
friendly manner. All because the Quaid-e-Azam allowed his
pride to run away with him.

Soon after came the announcement that Britain would
hand over power on 15 August 1947 and we were all given
calendars indicating the number of days left before D-Day. The
task was colossal. That it was completed speaks volume for the
esprit de corps and devotion to duty of all concerned. A simple
transfer would not have been easy but, combined as it was with
partition of the country, it became a truly Herculean task. I must
mention Chaudhari Muhammad Ali, the Military Financial
Adviser, who represented Pakistan on the Steering Committee.
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He was at his best in this operation where his experience in the
Audit and Accounts Service made him highly efficient.

Early in June, a proposal was mooted to retain the Indian
Armyundivided. When, out of the old India, two separate states
were being created, to prevent the division of the army was
just absurd. Ultimately it was settled that the army would be
divided on the lines of Muslims opting for Pakistan and Hindus
and Sikhs for India. This was not difficult: what was difficult
was the division of armaments and stores. It was decided that
this should be carried out by the Supreme Commander, Sir
Claude Auchinleck, as a military operation without any political
interference. But the time was too short and the politicians
could not be excluded.

As Joint Secretary, the task of watching over the share-
out in the interests of Pakistan fell to me. It was obvious thatwe
were going to be very short of essential supplies, especially in
tanks and ammunition. I used my powers to concentrate as much
as I could (on) essential items in the arsenal at Ferozepore. We
were sure that Ferozepore must come to Pakistan as a Muslim-
majority district under the partition of the Punjab which was
being worked out by the tribunal set up under Radcliffe as
chairman. In the end, when Radcliffe’s Award was announced,
Ferozepore was given to India. This was a serious blow which
caused our military build-up to be hamstrung from the word
Go. We now had no arsenal in Pakistan.

During the two months prior to D-day, we were
constantly receiving reports, via military and civil intelligence,
of a deep conspiracy in the Sikh princely states and in the East
Punjab to create communal-disturbances with a view to killing
Muslims and driving them out to Pakistan. The Viceroy and the
political leaders knew all about this but seemed incapable of
doing much. Nobody was prepared to postpone D-Day or delay
the departure of the British troops. When Pakistan declined
to accept Lord Mountbatten as joint Governor-General of the
two new dominions, Mountbatten no longer had much use for
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the Muslims. There was a chance of settling the water dispute
— the control over canal water — by asking for a decision by
Lord Spens’ committee. But this was overlooked. Altogether,
the situation was drifting from bad to worse. At a period when
it was essential to preserve a strong administration with a
reliable army to maintain law and order and create confidence,
these very ingredients were being dissipated and tragic events
were in store for the country. As D-day approached, we formed
up a train to carry the documents, etc., to Rawalpindi where a
general Headquarters for the Pakistan Army was being formed
with Lieut. General Sir Frank Messervy as Commander-in-Chief
and Lieut. General Sir Douglas Gracey as Chief of Staff. The Air
and Naval Headquarters were being built up at Karachi, which
was selected by the Quaid-e-Azam as the seat of Government.
The Defence Ministry too was located in Karachi.

The Defence Ministry train never reached Rawalpindi as
it was burnt in India at Bhathinda by the Sikhs, thus presenting
the Ministry of Defence with a very grave problem. Sir Ambrose
Dundas, the Secretary of Defence in India before Partition,
opted for Pakistan and he was confirmed as Defence Secretary
of Pakistan but it was decided that he should remain in Delhi to
supervise the partition of stores, etc., a very wise decision but
one that entailed my having to organize the Ministry of Defence
in Karachi and Rawalpindi under extremely difficult conditions.
I arrived in Karachion 18 August 1947. The Ministry waslocated
in the High Court Building; everyone was scattered, with
hardly any telephone communications, and there was a general
shortage of stationery. The Ministry of Defence in Rawalpindi
was much better situated as it was located in the old Northern
Command headquarters. The Deputy Defence Secretary, Wing
Commander Milroy Hayes, and the Chief Administrative
Officer, Mr Ayton, did a remarkable job and deserve all praise.
I only had one Under Secretary and Pilot Officer Ghose; in spite
of lack of training both did a very good job. After seven days in
the High Court, I created so much trouble that the old Western
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Command headquarters was allocated to Ministry of Defence
and I got my Ministry under one roof and established good
telephone connections with Rawalpindi and Lahore.

By the first week of September, the Defence Ministry was
functioning tolerably well in Karachi and Rawalpindi but then
I started getting one shock after the other. One night, at about
9:00 p.m., I was summoned to the Foreign Ministry and there,
I found the Prime Minister, Mr Liaquat Ali Khan, the Deputy
Foreign Minister, and the Foreign Secretary in deep conclave.
The Prime Minister addressed me more or less as follows,
“Colonel Iskander Mirza, Junagadh has acceded to Pakistan
and the Government has accepted the accession. The Nawab of
Junagadh has asked for military help which must be provided
immediately.” I was completely aghast and had to exercise very
great control not to blowup. I respectfully represented thatitwas
not a practical proposition. The only means of communication
with Junagadh was by sea and, at that time, there was only one
unit fit for service, the frigate Godavari (now Sindh). The rest of
the fleet was in the Indian harbour of Bombay being repaired.
I warned that if foreign policy should run away from Defence
preparations, we would be courting disaster.

The request to me was all the more surprising as the
Prime Minister, Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan, was also in
charge of the Defence and Foreign portfolios. Our leaders
were not interested in geography or details when deciding
policy. However, no troops, went to Junagadh because it was
impossible. The ruling family was evacuated to Karachi by air,
to its ultimate ruin. Politically the acceptance of the accession
was disastrous. Junagadh was a predominately Hindu area
and, when we accepted its accession, there was no logic in our
protests when India accepted the accession of Kashmir.

About now, mass killings of Muslims in East Punjab and
Delhi were in full swing. About a million were killed and there
was mass exodus of the Muslim population of this area. Killings
of Hindus and Sikhs started in West Punjab and was a mass
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exodus followed in the reverse direction. A mixed force of the

Army under a British commander had been created to control:

and direct the exodus in both directions. This force on the whole
did good work and saved millions of lives but there was severe
criticism of Brigadier Ayub Khan, subsequently Field Marshal
and President of Pakistan and, in order to save him, I had him
transferred to Waziristan to command the Brigade on the line
of communication to Razmak. The mass migrations created a
huge problem in the West Punjab but it was tackled with great
ability and the self-sacrificing spirit shown by some ladies
under the dynamic leadership of Begum Liaquat Ali Khan was
admirable.

Thevasttwo-ways migration of populationswas certainly
not visualized by the Quaid-e-Azam. The exodus of the Hindus
from the North-West Frontier was neither desired by the Hindu
inhabitants nor by the vast majority of Pathans. It was brought
about by the Kashmiri Chief Minister of NWFP Abdul Qayyum
Khan. The migration from Sind was completely unnecessary;
there were no communal disturbances in this Province and
the relations between the two communities were cordial. But
a Congress leader, Acharaya Kripalani, visited Karachi and the
interior of Sind, and the mass migration began. One cannot
help suspecting that the Sind migration was arranged by the
communal section of Indian National Congress with a view
to bringing about the migration of hundreds of thousands of
Muslims from United Provinces, Bombay, Central Provinces
and Rajputana to Sind. The Hindu migration was a blessing
in disguise otherwise there would have been no room for
Muslim refugees. The settlement of these refugees in Sind was
haphazard and the town of Karachi was ruined in pursuance
of the plan to create a U.P. enclave of Muslims. Later attempts
to improve the sub-human conditions in which these refugees
were living in Karachi were frustrated by political rivalries.

Before I go on to the worst consequence of Partition —
the tragedy of Kashmir — I must break off to describe how the
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new armed forces of Pakistan were created. We have seen how
the Junagadh fiasco arose because of our military helplessness.
Our navywas based in Karachi where we had good naval depots
and training centers. We pulled our ships out of Bombay (where
they were undergoing repairs and refits) in a hurry in the various
stages of readiness which they happened to be in. For the new
air force, we had already two squadrons of fighters. We found
twelve Tempest planes in crates in Karachi harbour. With my
encouragement, M.A. Khuhro, the chief minister of Sind at
that time, seized the crates. But it transpired that the Prime
Minister, Liaquat Ali Khan, had given his word to Sirdar Patel
that he would send these aeroplanes on to India. We had no
option but to honour our prime minister’s word. My intention
was either to keep the Tempests or to exchange them then for
double the number of Churchill tanks: our share of the division
of pre-Partition resources. This incident shows that Pakistan’s
leaders were honest in their intention of developing friendly
relations with India from the very inception of the state. On
the other hand, India treated us shabbily even in such a matter
as that of shoes. The Indians sent us P.T. shoes which could
only fit Gurkhas! They were much too small for our troops. My
diaries* of those days were full of incidents of this nature.
Out of these meagre resources, an army was created
in a short space of time. We cannot be too grateful to our
first British commanders: General Sir Frank Messervy, KCSI,
KBE, OB, DSO, Commander in Chief (till February 1948) and
General Sir Douglas Gracey, KCB, KCIE, CBE, NC, Chief of
Staff. And then C-in-C. They and others (such as General Ross
Mackay) worked day and night, planning to create an army
of seven infantry divisions with one armoured brigade. Their
combined efforts soon established the Pakistan Army as a fine
fighting force. They established the Kakul Military College and
the Staff College at Quetta where, after a short time, we were

* Iskander Mirza personal diaries were confiscated by the Ayub Khan

regime.
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accepting officers from the Commonwealth armies and from
Iran (a country which has been our firm friend).

The air force started in a bad way; it was very small
though we had some good Pakistani pilots. After a few months,
we succeeded in getting Air Vice Marshal Atcherley as the
commander-in-chief. From the time he took over command, the
Pakistan Air Force never looked back. Atcherley raised the e¢lan
of the air force to an astounding degree. He was never defeated
by difficulties. When he found he could not get the right sort
of material for his officers, he established a school at Sargodha
on the English public-school pattern and a feeder school at
Murree. The navy was commanded by Rear Admiral Jefford
who was loved by all, officers and men. But with our scanty
financial resources, we could not do anything spectacular.
Some destroyers were purchased and, in two years, we were
appreciably stronger.

One military decision we had to take at once related to
the future of the Frontier. We could not continue to tie down
the troops in the great camps of Razmak and Wana. Neither
money, men nor resources existed for this purpose and this
point of view was pressed by me from the Ministry of Defence
in no uncertain terms. The Defence point of view was backed
on political grounds by Sir George Cunningham who, after a
period of retirement in Scotland, had returned to his old post
as Governor of the NWFP A conference on withdrawal was
convened by the Prime Minister at Rawalpindi. Evacuation was
resisted by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs but their objections
had no solid basis.**

The decision to evacuate Razmak was speeded up
because of events elsewhere. In the middle of December of
1947, “Operation Curzon”, as it was sardonically named, was
successfully completed. The troops pulled out from north and

** For the Foreign Ministry, Colonel A.S.B. Shah argued that the tribes
would rise and Afghanistan would send in troops.
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South Waziristan without a casualty. Sir George Cunningham
himself marched with the troops and not a shot was fired. He
had a wonderful control over all the Frontier tribes.

The success of the policy was proved time and again in
later years. The fear that the Afghans would cross the Durand
Line and take over Razmak and a large slice of Waziristan has
not materialized. The Afghans are far too experienced to tie
up a division of their army in the wilds of Waziristan for no
purpose whatsoever while, in addition, burdening themselves
with the task of controlling the Mahsuds and the Wana Waziris.

Meanwhile, the situation in Kashmir came to the boil.
The division of the Defence Ministry between Karachi and
Rawalpindi and the location of Army headquarters at ‘Pindi and
the naval and air headquarters at Karachi made for difficulty.
We watched events as best we could. After the Junagadh fiasco,
a messenger came to Karachi from Sirdar Patel, the strong man
of the Indian government who was in charge of the integration
of the princely states.

Patel said that if we would lay off Hyderabad, we could
take Kashmir.”" It was a fair offer but the government let it
go. In Kashmir, the Maharaja’s officials and Dogra troops
were plunging into something like a policy of genocide in the
province of Poonch. The bloodstained clothes of Muslims,
men and women, were being exhibited in tribal territory and
the tribesmen were getting excited. They were encouraged by
Abdul Qayyum Khan, the chief minister of the NWFP behind
the back of Sir George Cunningham (when he discovered what
was happening, he said he would resign and I had to beg him to
stay).2 The thing was done in the worst possible way; the tribes
were told this was Jehad. They were even told they could loot
villages. This made me veryangry. Around the same time, my
eldest daugther, Noorjehan, was getting married and I was on

*** This is confirmed by Chaudhari Muhammad Ali in his book ‘The
Emergence of Pakistan’, 1967, pp 299 — 300.
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my way to join family in Karachi.

Editor’s Note: (“Iskander Mirza made it clear that the extent of
the involvement of the Government of Pakistan in the tribal invasion of
Kashmir was one subject in which he felt compelled to refrain from telling
‘the whole truth’. Sir George Cunningham: a Memoirs, by Norval Mitchell
(Edinburgh) appeared in 1968 and, when he had read the book, General
Mirza commented “This has blown the gaff”, and indicated that he would
now revise his account of the Kashmir imbroglio. He did not get round to
this. The following is taken from the very full account in the biography of
Sir George Cunningham (Norval Mitchell, pp. 140-49). ‘On 25th October
Colonel Iskander Mirza arrived from Lahore at Peshawar. “He told me
(Cunningham) all the underground history of the present campaign
against Kashmir, and brought apologies from Liaquat Ali for not letting
me know anything about it sooner. Liaquat had meant to come here last
week and tell me about it personally but was prevented by his illness which
seems to be fairly serious heart trouble. Apparently, Jinnah himself first
heard of what was going on about fifteen days ago but said ‘Don’t tell me
anything about it. My conscince must be clear’. Iskander is positive that
Hari Singh (the Maharaja) means to join India.... within three months...
it was apparently decided about a month ago that the Poonchis should
revolt and should be helped. British Officers were kept out simply not to
embarrass them’.

Cunningham decided that the tribal invasion was not his affair,
and he recorded ‘I am shutting one of my eyes’; but he resisted proposals
that regular forces should be sent in, and turned down an order ‘by the
Ministry”for police from NWFP to go to Kashmir. When the tribal invasion
disintegrated, and they returned laden with loot, Cunningham became
very worried. He wrote, at the beginning of November; ‘I could have found
half a dozen excellent grounds for resigning in thelast two weeks or so, but
I feel that we may be able to get the thing gradually under control again
and that one must just try to see it through’. When Cunningham did resign
in March 1948, it was due to illness and under medical advice.”)

But, on arriving at the airport, I found an urgent message
from the Prime Minister telling me to return immediately. I
went to my house, congratulated my daughter and flew straight
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back to Lahore. There I learned that the Indians had flown in
troops to defend Srinagar and were sending reinforcements
by road via the Banihal Pass. The Maharaja of Kashmir had
acceded to India (this took place on 27 October 1947). I was
further told that there was a clash between the Indian troops
(Sikhs) and advanced elements of the Lashkar. They had taken
a nasty knock and the tribes were running back as fast as they
could. I jumped into a car and drove to Rawalpindi as fast as I
could go. When I reached there at 10:00 p.m., I drove straight
on the Dommel in Kashmir where I met some tribal Mullahs:
The Mullah of Kanki, the Pir of Wano and Badshah Gul. They
tried their old trick of demanding blackmail: fifty lakhs of
rupees to “about turn”. Pushing them aside, I spoke to the
tribesmen and, more by luck than anything else, I was able to
get the Lashkar to take up a strong position to cover Dommel
bridge. The Indians attacked the position but we were able to
consolidate our forces. Later we put in regular troops. It was
vital for the security of West Pakistan to deny Dommel to the
other side.

I know that I have been charged with promoting this
tribal invasion. And I know full well that Kashmir is vital to
Pakistan. But I refuse to accept any responsibility for this tribal
invasion which was executed in the most stupid and childish
manner. If our government really wanted to seize Kashmir by
force, then, with proper control over the tribes and a few guns,
machine guns and a thousand trucks, Kashmir could have been
taken in forty-eight hours at the most. The Kashmir army as a
fighting machine was far inferior even to that of Hyderabad.
The objectives were easy to identify: capture of the airstrip at
Srinagar and a few vital points in the Banihal Pass. This would
have sealed off Kashmir and India could have done nothing, I
repeat, the very stupidity of the tribal operation and the time
chosen forit is a good enough proof that the central government
had no hand in it. If adventurers like the Chief Minister of the
NWFP encouraged and helped the tribes, I have nothing to
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say. History, I am afraid, will blame Pakistan for not adopting
stronger measures to halt the tribesmen. But it must be
remembered that the army was not yet completely operational
at the time of the tribal invasion: there were still units allocated
to India within Pakistan and we were not in a position to take
strong measures.

However, we were fully committed to Kashmir and had
no option but to carry on the fight. The whole of the Frontier
and even part of Afghanistan were involved. The Afghan tribes,
the Suleiman Khels, gathered in large numbers, directed by
the Pir of Wano and, from the town of Gujrat in the Punjab,
attacked toward Akhnur. But, instead of heading for Akhnur,
the Suleiman Khels changed direction and made towards
Jammu. In the plains, they were attacked by armoured cars.
They came back to Gujrat with quite a few Hindu prisoners
and I had great trouble in rescuing them from the tribesmen
who believed in killing all male prisoners and distributing the
women amongst their own men. These tribes are completely
medieval, and innocent (or ignorant) of civilized behaviour.

Other Afghan tribes as well as the forces of the Frontier
Nawab of Dir made some daring attacks in the Rajgarh area.
The Indian Army was now in full force in Poonch province and
in the Kashmir Valley, and it was no use pitching tribesman
against them.

The Quaid-e-Azam was watching these events with
growing impatience and agitation. He sent for me and he said
“Why don’t you march in?” I said, “Your Excellency, it’s not
easy to march in; we are not organized on the ground and,
further, we have small armsammunition only long enough for a
fortnight’s contact. We can’t possibly have a war on our hands.”
The same thing was told him in much stronger language by Sir
Claude Auchinleck, who was Supreme Commander and also by
the Commander-in-Chief, General Gracey. After the disastrous
falling back, volunteers from the army were encouraged to go
into Kashmir for a short time but we found that the Indian
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army were pushing in so many men that we had to push in
more and more troops. My orders at that time were to drive the
Indians out of Kashmir but it was not possible. In the area of
Poonch, there had been a considerable popular rising; we tried
hard to capture this town and very nearly succeeded but the
troops which had been sent in there retired before pushing the
attack as they should have done. I cannot understand why that
was; we should have been able to capture Poonch without much
difficulty. The troops did not go forward with the determination
required. One battalion was an Azad Kashmir unit -without
much experience. But there was also a Brigade of regular troops
and they also fell back, too quickly and too far, with the result
that a good deal of country in the Poonch area, including the
important village of Mehendar, was lost. I wanted to take action
against the Brigadier but General Gracey dissuaded me.
These attacks continued in 1948 and then, before the
ceasefire was arranged on 1 January 1949, General Gracey came
to me one day and showed me a plan which would arrange for
the Pakistan Striking Force to be concentrated on the Akhnur
border so that we could cut the lines of communication of
the Indian troops operation in Poonch so that we could both
capture Akhnur and bottle up about five or six Indian divisions.
Also, he had a plan by which we had enough troops to protect
the Lahore and Sialkot borders. Because the Indian Army in
those days was not as strong as it is now, and having so many
troops committed in Kashmir, they didn’t have many troops to
be a worry to us. We had about seven divisions in the Pakistan
Army and we concentrated about five divisions in the vicinity.
If the Government had allowed us to attack, I have no doubt
that we would have captured Akhnur and destroyed about five
divisions. It was a forward concentration and they were in a
very dangerous position. I had to persuade the Government to
give a decision quickly so that we could carry out the attack.
General Gracey was in command. His plan was to seize this
strategic point and cut off the main army from their lines
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of communication and bottle them up in Poonch. But the
Government refused. They sat on my proposal for a week or ten
days and, in the end, they said it could not be done because the
UN would not like it. And we had to fall back on the ceasefire.
Otherwise, I am sure that, if this had succeeded, we would have
got the whole of Kashmir.

However, in the most northern sector, things went very
well. We were able to take over the Gilgit Agency and Skardu.
Here, a rising of the Gilgit Scouts was organized by two British
officers with the Scouts who were pro-Pakistan. An air link was
created by the Pakistan Air Force flying with great daring along
a hazardous route between high peaks and appalling weather
conditions. One day, Chaudhari Muhammad Ali sent for me
and said that a senior official ought to pay a visit to Gilgit in
order to boost morale. I suggested several names but, in every
case, it seemed that there were compelling reasons why that
officer would find it impossible to go. In the end, I said to
Muhammad Ali: “Do you want me to go then?” he expressed
gratified surprise that I would take on the mission! I stipulated
that, if I went, my pension rights must be secured to my family
and, on that basis, I departed (14 November 1947).

I found conditions in Gilgit not at all bad despite daily
bombing of the little town by Indian Air Force planes. I got the
pipe band of the Gilgit Scouts to play after every air raid. This
amused the Gilgitis and annoyed the Indians. We had an air
raid warning system whereby the town of Gilgit received ten
minutes of an approaching raider. This was organized by the
Political Agent, Muhammad Alem Khan, a fine officer with
plenty of guts. Each time, the Indians tried to blow up the P.A.’s
house, and one portion of the house was destroyed. He and I
used to run to the shelter the moment the alarm went. I also
hoisted the Pakistan flag on a tower at the outskirts of the town.
The Indian must have wasted hundreds of bombs, trying to
destroy the tower but they only hit it once. I must mention here
the bravery of the bomb disposal officer who had accompanied
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me to Gilgit. Many times, he carried in his arms bombs which
had failed to explode. He collected them all on one side of the
river and blew them up. I take my hat off to this young chap and
I hope he has had a successful career in the army.

I left Gilgit after some pleasant days in that delightful
corner of the world. The Kashmir problem was constantly in
our minds. It is my view that, if this conflict had not arisen,
relations between India and Pakistan would have been friendly
and mutual cooperation would have benefitted both the new
states. But, as things were in Pakistan, public opinion would
not have permitted any government to give up the struggle.
There was constant skirmishing when the Pakistan and Indian
armies made contact. But one thing was obvious. Whereas our
expenditures over Kashmir was not too heavy, the Indians had
to spend enormous sums, while their military transport was
getting in a bad way according to our calculations, they had
to supply more than five divisions over bad and mountainous
roads.

When the ceasefire proposal came out from the United
Nations, I was against it as the Indian position was considerably
worse than ours at that time, especially in the matter of
transport. As a cease-fire is a means towards an end, not an end
itself, I begged for a time limit of three months to be fixed for
the cease-fire. But all was in vain; I had no support, even from
General Head Quarters. The result is that, despite so many UN
resolutions for holding a plebiscite and a seventeen days war
with India in 1965 (by which time India had become strong,
thanks to massive military help from the Great Powers), the
Kashmir situation is stagnant and Indo-Pakistan relations are
as bad as ever.
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POLITICAL
INVOLVEMENTS

For nearly seven years, from 1947 to 1954, I was the permanent
head of the Ministry of Defence. During that period, the Defence
portfolio was always held by the Prime Minister: Nawabzada
Liaquat Ali Khan to 1951; Khwaja Nazimuddin, 1951-53; and
Mohammad Ali Bogra, 1953-55. Soon after we settled in at
Karachi, Quaid-e-Azam asked me to come and see him once
a week to give a report on the armed forces. This seemed a
little like going behind the Prime Minister’s back but, when I
consulted Liaquat Ali Khan about the propriety of this, he told
me to go ahead. Although Mr Jinnah did not know a great deal
about military matters, it was not difficult to explain points to
him and he did not attempt to overrule professional military
decisions.

In the Spring of 1948, I was directed by the government
to take a mission to Europe to try to purchase ammunition of
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which we were short. Owing to the Kashmir impasse, I found
that the British government was very reluctant to provide any
real help. However, some of my friends in England told me
where to go and I was able to make ample purchases at prices
which were much lower than I had at first thought I would
have to pay. While in England, I was told to buy weapons and
ammunitions for Hyderabad state (which was still holding back
from adherence to India) and I was told to arrange for an air-
lift of arms and ammunition from Karachi to Hyderabad. I was
further directed to help the Arabs in their fight with the Israelis.
I waslucky enough to be able to arrange the air-lift through Mr
Sidney Cotton. This was a dangerous game as the planes had to
fly over 600 miles of Indian territory and carry enough fuel for
the round-trip to Karachi. As far as I can remember, we only
lost one plane after three months of operating.

To help the Arabs was a tricky problem. When I contacted
the military attaches of Egypt and other states, they began to
ask about their “cut”. In the end, I offered them some 81-mm.
mortars with the necessary ammunition. They were to give
them back when they had achieved their objective. Needless
to say, we never got them back. So, my efforts for both these
causes were wasted: Hyderabad would not fight and the Arabs
could not achieve enough unity to make a concerted effort. But
I had no option: I had to obey the orders of my government.

Although I admired Liaquat Ali Khan as Prime Minister
and honoured him as a selfless patriot, I observed one
development with apprehension. In order to placate those
who demanded that Pakistan become an Islamic state, he
introduced an Objectives Resolution.* This did a lot of harm.
It was a gift to the mullahs and brought in fanaticism. When
I asked him why he felt it necessary to bring the Resolution

* Out of 75 members of the assembly, 21 voted for the “Objectives
Resolution”. All the amendments proposed by minority members were
rejected. Consequently, all of them voted against it.
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forward, he answered that he needed to do it to strengthen his
position. “Some of these people regard me as an outsider”, he
said. This was after the death of Quaid-e-Azam and then the
Muslim Leaguers began to show what small men they were.
By the end of 1949, the government had definitely decided to
have a Pakistani Commander-in-Chief for the armed forces.
India had already gone ahead in this respect. We had promoted
several Pakistani officers tothe rank of Major General, but we had
not decided whom to make the chief of the Pakistan Army. After
careful examination of the records of all the possible candidates,
General Sir Douglas Gracey recommended General Iftikhar of
Probyn’s Horse. He was easily the most gifted Pakistani officer
we had. He had a very good brain, was devoted to his profession
and had no political ambitions. The Prime Minister accepted
the joint recommendations of General Gracey as Commander-
in-Chief and myself, as Secretary of Defence, and it was decided
to send General Iftikhar for a final grooming at the Imperial
Defence College in London. Unfortunately, on his way to
England from Lahore, via Karachi, his aeroplane crashed and he
was killed, together with his fellow-companion, Brigadier, Sher
Muhammad Khan, who had also been selected for the Imperial
Defence College, and would have received a high appointment
on the General Staff. This tragedy was a bitter blow. Intrigues
began among the generals to step into the shoes of General
Iftikhar. At the very last moment, the Adjutant-General Ayub
Khan, was nominated to succeed Gracey.

During 1950, the Korean War started and a number
of countries made contributions towards the United Nations
Forces. During a visit to the United States, Liaquat Ali Khan
said that Pakistan would send troops to Korea. On receiving
the report of the offer, I immediately asked General Gracey to
prepare a Brigade Group for active service overseas.

The Brigade would not only gain combat experience but
could expect to be given complete arms and equipment. The
Turks had despatched a Brigade Group to Korea and by rotating
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the forces had managed to get it re-equipped. I intended to do
likewise. However, on returning to Karachi, the Prime Minister
changed his mind on the advice of Chaudhari Muhammad Ali.
The reason given was that the despatch of a Brigade Group
would have left us very exposed to possible Indian attack. In my
opinion, the despatch of Pakistani troops would have been the
best insurance against an Indian attack which world opinion
would not have allowed.

Before General Gracey left (in January 1951), we had
another alarm in our relations with India. Communal riots
broke out at Dacca and the Indians became angry. Before long,
my intelligence people started reporting to me that there was a
large concentration of Indian forces on the Punjab border. We
also heard that the Indian Army’s armoured division had left
the Jhansi area where it was normally located and was moving
up to Jullundar. There was an overall, linear concentration as if
for attack. According to our reckoning, all this could only mean
one thing: an Indian offensive. However, the scare fizzled out.
One reason, I am sure, was a clever trick by General Gracey.
He created a “ghost” division in the Multan area by setting up a
radio network there and issuing a stream of operational orders
to imaginary units. The Indians became worried at the threat of
a flank attack from this non-existent division! Also (according
to reports reaching us) the Commander of the Indian Air Force,
who was still a British officer, informed Pundit Nehru and his
Defence Ministry that they had no means of preventing Pakistan
from launching an air attack and that Pakistan was in a position
to bomb Delhi. This cooled down hotheads in India.

ThePrime Minister, Liaquat Ali Khan, thenwentto Delhi
and some kind of agreement was reached. After this Indian
concentration, I warned the Prime Minister that we did not have
the means, from our own resources, to create a really powerful
modern army. We had the men: we did not have the armaments.
We had one armoured brigade, made up of wartime tanks,
Stewarts, and some Shermans with 76-mm guns. In artillery,
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we were so short that we could not allocate divisional artillery...
in case of war with India, we had planned to hold Lahore and
Sialkot as bastions and, if the Indian bypassed these points, to
fight a defensive battle on the Chenab River with Wazirabad as
the bastion and then to counter-attack with available armour
and infantry. But it would be necessary to switch the artillery
to the Divisions earmarked for the counter-attack! A very
dangerous and unsatisfactory situation and a manoeuvre of
extreme difficulty but beggars cannot be choosers. We had to
try and find some allies: this was absolutely essential if we were
to survive. I began to look around.

When General Ayub Khan assumed command of the
army from General Gracey, he inherited a fine force in a high
state of efficiency. All the ancillary services (where we had been
especially weak at the beginning) were now well organized and
trained. General Ayub Khan was lucky to have such a forceunder
him and, in order to make the transition easier, we retained
General Mackay as chief of staff. Lieutenant General Nazim Ali
Khan, a good staff officer, became his understudy and took over
as chief of staff when General Mackay departed, leaving a fine
record of work.

General Ayub Khan has devoted several pages of his
book Friends Not Masters to dimming my image as Defence
Secretary. I do not claim to have worked miracles but I did what
I could to the best of my ability for our army during difficult
days, (at least, they were difficult for me). Indeed, because I felt
the need for a relief from the pressure, I put in an application to
be considered for an ambassadorial appointment in Iran. The
reply came back from the Prime Minister: “I cannot spare him.”

Soon after General Ayub Khan took over, there occurred
the “Rawalpindi Conspiracy”, a plot to murder Liaquat Ali
Khan, take over the army and run the country by a military
dictatorship. All this came out by chance. The then Governor
of the North-West Frontier Province, Mr Chundrigar, was
told of the plot by a police officer to whom the leader, General
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Akbar, imparted his plan in confidence. Chundrigar informed
the Prime Minister who, at that moment, was at camp in
Sargodha (Punjab). I remember I was touring in Khairpur State
in Sind when I received a telegram to join the Prime Minister
immediately. I got there somehow by all means available and,
when I reached Sargodha, I met General Ayub. We went in
together to Liaquat Ali Khan who was looking very glum as he
gave us his information.

I suggested that, before we take any action, we must
go to Peshawar to question the police officer, Kiyani, who was
the informant. After doing this, we came to the conclusion
that there was definitely something going on. First, we got
hold of this officer commanding the Bannu Brigade who was
in the conspiracy. We confronted him with the evidence we
had collected; he was completely nonplussed and obviously
frightened. Of course, he denied being involved but, when
he got back to Bannu, he telephoned all the other officers in
the conspiracy telling them that everything must be called
off because the authorities were on to them. We then acted
with speed. We arrested General Akbar Khan in his house at
Rawalpindi and there we found all the documents relating to
the conspiracy. The conspirators were tried and sentenced by
a special court. We were quite ruthless in dealing with anyone
involved. ,

Then came the sudden shock of Liaquat Ali Khan’s
murder in October 1951. I was in Karachi at the time, playing
tennis, and a man came running up to me and said the Minister
of the Interior wanted me on the phone. So I went to the club
telephone and was told “Liaquat has been murdered.” He
told me that the shot was fired at the Muslim League meeting
and the assassin was himself killed on the spot. So, we never
go! ro‘the origins of the crime. Since Mr Jinnah’s death, the
office of Governor-General had been held by Al Haj Khawaja
Nazimuddin, a grandson ofthe Nawao uf Dacca. He now became
Prime Minister while the former Minister of Finance, Ghulam
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Muhammad, took over as Governor-General. Nazimuddin
was a very nice, pious man who would have done very well as
chief Mullah. As Governor-General, he quietly went about his
ceremonial duties leaving Liaquat Ali Khan to run the country.
Now, as Prime Minister, he was completely out of his depth.

I was supposed to see him once a week in his capacity
of Minister for Defence. It was difficult for me to get to see
him. We frequently skipped the interview and I couldn’t get
a decision from him. I found I could never get answers to the
most difficult files; these seemed to disappear under the other
files. I told him bluntly that, in the Defence Ministry, we had to
have decisions. If he didn’t want to take a decision by himself,
I was quite willing to bring the files along and stand beside him
and take the decision on the spot. But it did not work out like
that.

KXKXKXKKXKKK,

Wethen had avisitfrom John FosterDulles, theAmerican
Secretary of State. Before his arrival, I got on to the army and
told them that we were going to put on the best guard of honour
that Pakistan could provide. I asked that our crack units should
be creamed for the tallest, smartest men. We dressed them up
in superb turbans — pagris and kullahs — so that they looked
aboutseven feet tall. Mr Dulles was very impressed. He told me
that this was the best guard of honour that he had seen in the
whole of Asia. So it ought to have been! We then got down to
serious discussions and I broached the subject of military aid.
He expressed sympathy.

In the autumn of 1952, I went to Turkey with a military
team which included General Ayub as C-in-C. In Ankara, I had
a talk with Mr Warren, the American ambassador to Pakistan,
and arranged to have a talk with the American Under-Secretary
for Defence who was coming a few days later. The talks in
Ankara seemed so full of promise that I told Ayub Khan to go
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to the United States forthwith to pursue the matter further in
Washington. He arranged to cable me in Karachi if there was
a chance of success. In due course, a telegram arrived and I
mentioned these developments to Mr Ghulam Muhammad. To
my horror, the Governor-General decided to go to Washington
at once himself. He should not have gone until there was some
progress. However, we got a promise of aid. An American
military mission assessed our needs and supplied us with
artillery though far from enough. We also entered into a secret
military pact with Turkey. All this laid the foundations for solid
military support which was to come.

However, although things were going better on the
Defence and Foreign policy side, on the home front we were
sliding from bad to worse. The Mullahs were trying to take over
the leadership of the country and some prominent politicians
were encouraging them for their own ends. The Mullahs formed
a body called Majlis-i-Amal and were directing their fire against
the Qadiani Ahmaddiyah community and, in particular, against
Sir Zafrullah Khan, the Foreign Minister, who was a member
of the community. The Mullahs denied that these people
were Muslims and demanded the removal of Zafrullah Khan.
Nazimuddin was quite agreeable to most of those fantastic
demands. Agitation went unchecked all over the Punjab and
even in Karachi. I became very worried. Nobody seemed to be
prepared to open the eyes of the Prime Minister to the mess
into which he was getting himself. After thinking the matter
over for a long time, I decided that, as events were reaching
a crisis, it was my duty to warn him. I therefore sent him this
letter.

TOP SECRET

PERSONAL

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
KARACH]I, the 26th February, 1953
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My dear Prime Minister,

After considerable heart-searching I have come to the conclusion
that it is my duty to give you my views for what they are
worth, on the present condition of the country and the rapidly
deteriorating situation.

2. The problems created by your personal enemies including
Mullahs, if not dealt with firmly and now, will destroy the
administration and the country. Lately I have been sending my
own Intelligence men to meetings, etc. in Karachi — the abuses
hurled on you and the Government are of such a violent and
offensive nature that the prestige of the Government in Karachi
to-day is at the lowest ebb. What the feeling is in the capital
to-day will be the feeling in the whole country to-morrow.
Such a thing as loyalty and team work does not exist in your
Government, both in the Centre and the Provinces. By want of
action and Government directive, encouragement is being given
to all disloyal elements and selfish and dishonest careerists.

3. Though I am not a very religious man, I have the greatest
respect for your religious beliefs and realize your hesitation
and dislike for vigorous action against those persons who are
working against you in the garb of religion. But is it religion to
destroy the very foundation of the administration of the premier
Muslim State? In Cairo, Sir Zafrullah Khan is being received with
the utmost honour and respect. He is also meeting the heads
of all the Arab countries where he has a very high reputation.
Whereas in Karachi he is being abused in public meetings and
his photographs are being spat upon. Last night he has been
cartooned with a donkey’s body. Can anybody say all this is
not being reported to all the foreign capitals? What then is
the position of Pakistan to-day internationally? - and you can
imagine the disgust created by all this.

4. There is a school of thought which believes in the doctrine
of masterly inactivity. This school harps ad nauseam on our
economic situation, on the dangers of a wholesale rising, the
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food crisis etc., etc. no administration can exist on a basis of fear,
especially if it has got to rule Muslims.

5. Don’t think for a moment that you have no friends.
There are people who will stand by you till the last. I guarantee
the Armed Forced will carry out any directive you may choose
to give. For God’s sake become a courageous leader and take
decisive action. Once you do this, the whole country, with the
exception of rascals, will rally round you, and the prestige of
Pakistan will go up. The country will be saved.

Yours Sincefely,
Iskander Mirza

The Hon’ble Alhaj Khawaja Nazimuddin,
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
KARACHI

Note: When Mohammad Ali Bogra took over the Prime
Minister’s office, he found my letter in the Prime Minister’s
desk and returned it to me with the following rather fulsome
note attached: “The Defence Secretary is to be commended
for a very frank and realistic assessment of the situation as it
existed whenthis letter was written. That —while professing full
loyalty and support he warned the PM of the dangers inherent
in “flirting” with the fanatical elements in the country — goes
to show that he was actuated by a high sense of patriotism
and devotion to duty. He tried to make the then PM see “the
writing on the wall”, and exhorted him, very correctly, to right
the subversive elements of the Mullahs which was threatening
the safety and security of Pakistan.

Our country is safe, so long as we can count on such
selfless devotion to duty and the courage and loyalty of an

officer like the Defence Secretary.
Md. Ali

6/8/53
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This letter was handed over to the Prime Minister as he
received an ultimatum from the Mullahs, demanding that he
declarethe Qadianisa non-Muslim minority. That sameevening,
one of my intelligence men came to see me and said: “Sir, the
Cabinet are meeting tomorrow morning at 10 a.m. to decide
what action they are going to take about this demand upon the
Prime Minister. But the Majlis-i-Amal have decided that about
a hundred thousand people will march on the Prime Minister’s
house at 8 o’clock the same morning.” When I questioned him,
he assured me that he had been present when the leaders made
their plans. So, I at once called for my car and went to the house
of the Minister of the Interior, Nawab Gurmani. Gurmani was
fast asleep. His bodyguard tried to prevent me from entering his
room but I thrust them aside saying that I had serious news and
woke the Minister up. When he asked me what was happening,
I told him that next morning one hundred thousand men would
be on the march. I went on: “the police will not be able to do
anything whatsoever. And you will call on the army to shoot. I
don’t like shooting unnecessarily. This thing has to be stopped
before there is shooting.” When Gurmani asked what to do,
I suggested that we both go to the Prime Minister’s house.
When we arrived there, we saw any number of Mullahs moving
around.

In a little while, the Prime Minister came running in
saying: “What is happening?” I repeated the information which
my agent had given me. His response was to say: “Double my
guard: immediate action.” I assured him that, of course, this
would be done but asked what else should we do? Nazimuddin
turned for guidance to his Minister of the Interior. I said:
“Please decide at once. I am ready to carry out orders.” The
Prime Minister replied, much to my astonishment, that he was
not prepared to do anything without consulting the Cabinet. I
was surprised that neither the Prime Minister nor the Minister
of the Interior felt they had the power to do anything.

Anyhow, the Cabinet was summoned. The other
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ministers arrived about an hour after midnight and they had
discussions and more discussions while I made some phone
calls. Then I was asked to join them and I at once said: “Please
shorten your discussion because you have only a few hours
before you must take action. If you won’t take action instantly,
it will be too late and you will have to be responsible for the
shooting.” They asked me what action I would advise. I replied:
“I have prepared five columns ready to move. You only have to
give the word and theywill go in prepared to take up position in
the city. You need not expect much trouble.”

And thatis exactly what happened. We picked the troops,
the magistrates and the police for their duties and they took up
their positions during the night in certain areas where the mob
usually collected. In the morning, when the people got up to
come out, they found the police and the army already waiting
to receive them. It worked even better than hoped and they did
not have to use much force.

Once again, I had applied the technique I had worked
out at Pabbi, Akbarpura and Peshawar to defuse the bomb.

One writer has observed: “Weak though Nazimuddin
is said to have been, he was somehow brought to take firm
action at the last possible moment. Not so Mr Daultana. The
flame that was snuffed out in Karachi burst forth into a blazing
conflagration in Lahore.”**

Every day I was receiving intelligence reports that the
situation in Lahore was deteriorating. Things had come to such
a pass that the police dared not go into the city because they
thought it was too dangerous for them. As things collapsed, I
told the Prime Minister that something would have to be done.

He replied: “Yes, yes, something will have to be done....
But let us wait and see.” Then he called a Cabinet meeting
to which I was asked in order that I might give a military
appreciation of the disposition of the troops in the Punjab. It

& Leonard Binder, Religion and Politics in Pakistan (1963).
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seemed rather unnecessary to me; I was puzzled as to what they
intended to do. When I arrived, everyone was talking at once.
Then a telephone call came through. It was the Governor of the
Punjab, Mr Chundrigar, calling the Prime Minister. He said
that Daultana, the Chief Minister of the Province, was also in
his office. So, the Prime Minister went to take the call and the
other ministers went along to hear what Chundrigar had to say.
I sat where I was, thinking that they would not require me after
all. But the Prime Minister came back and said that you must
also come.

So, I went along with the others. The Governor asked the
Prime Minister to speak to the Chief Minister of the Punjab. He
(Daultana) said, “Sir, we have lost all control. Either you give in
to the Majlis-i-Amal immediately or the whole of Lahore will be
burnt down.”

Then the Prime Minister repeated this to us in Urdu. I
kept quiet thinking that one of the ministers would speak up
but nobody said a word. So, I burst out: “Sir, if nobody is saying
anything, I had better say something.” The Prime Minister
asked me what I wanted to say and I replied: “the first thing you
had better do is put that telephone down. The Chief Minister
had no business to talk like that on an open line. Tell him we are
not discussing anything. That’s all. And let me go.”

He put the telephone down and gave me a strange sort
of look adding: “Please give us a military appreciation.” Just
think: Lahore was about to go up in smoke — what could he do
with a military appreciation at a moment like that? I went to the
Military Intelligence office and asked for a special scrambler
telephone we had to put me through to the Officer Commanding
at Lahore, Major General Azam Khan. He came on the line and
I said, “Azam, it looks as though the civil have lost control in
Lahore. You are to take over immediately and declare martial
law. Don’t wait for any further orders. I take all responsibility.
Declare martial law, take action and finish the thing off.”

Azam Khan replied: “Sir, there will be causalities.” I said:
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“I expect casualties. Or you will not be doing your duty.” I came
back to the Prime Minister and told him that I had ordered
martial law and also ordered reinforcements to be sent to the
Lahore Division. I ordered the Deputy Chief of the General
Staff, General Musa, to ask general headquarters to despatch
the Sialkot Division to Lahore to reinforce Azam Khan.

Major General Azam Khan acted swiftly. Control was
restored within a matter of a few hours and the most prominent
of the Mullahs were taken into custody. However, a certain
amount of unrest followed, and Azam Khan started .to send
me telegrams — with a copy to the Prime Minister — stating: “X
number Mullahs shot today.”

At this, the Prime Minister went off the deep end. He
called me and moaned, “Colonel, I cannot sleep.” I said: “Why
is that, Sir?” “The army is killing these Men of God... And I can’t
sleep.” I said: “All right, I will make some arrangements to deal
with this.”

I got onto the telephone to Lahore and said to Azam
Khan: “You idiot, when you have to shoot these Mullahs, why
do you have to advertise that you are shooting Mullahs?”

He said: “What shall I call them then, Sir?” I answered:
“Say: so many bad characters shot.” After that, he used this
formula, and everyone was happy, except perhaps the Mullahs.
And this was how we were running the country.

The military occupation of Lahore took place on 6th
March. Daultana started up again the dubious flirtation which
he had been conducting with the Mullahs and he was replaced
as Chief Minister of Punjab by Malik Firoz Khan Noon, an
experienced public servant. This should have strengthened the
position of Nazimuddin but, by now, his days were numbered.
The Governor-General used to send for me and say: “How can
we hope to run the country with this Prime Minister?” I used to
keep quiet. What could I say?

After all, Ghulam Muhammad had played a leading part
in making him Prime Minister. But the Governor-General came
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to a decision that Nazimuddin must go. Ghulam Muhammad
pressed for his resignation; Nazimuddin declined. On April
17th, acting under Section 10 of the Government of India Act
(1935), the Governor-General announced that he was pleased to
dismiss his Prime Minister. Nazimuddin refused to believe that
he could be dismissed in this way when he enjoyed the support
of the National Assembly and of the Muslim League. He made
an appeal to H.M. the Queen as the constitutional Sovereign
of Pakistan. Somehow, he was unable to get a telephone
connection to Buckingham Palace and so he acquiesced in his
dismissal.

They treated him very shabbily after his fall from
power. All the official facilities were summarily withdrawn. He
had no place in the eyes of authority; at an official reception,
I noticed that he had been put among the most junior and
subordinate persons present. Once, when my wife gave a
dinner, she attempted to do him a little honour. Some person of
importance could not come; so she put Nazimuddin in his place
instead. There were protests from those whose official dignity
was upset by this breach of protocol. Pakistan never treated its
fallen leaders with much gratitude. Even the Quaid-e-Azam’s
sister was ignored and neglected after his death. Again my
wife attempted to show courtesy to Miss Jinnah but she was a
difficult person and rejected my wife’s kind advances.

Who was to be next Prime Minister? Sir Zafrullah
Khan suggested the name of Mohammad Ali Bogra, Pakistan’s
ambassador in Washington. He had made himself popular
there and we were beginning to seek the friendship of the
Americans. Also, he was a Bengali, so the replacement of one
Bengali (Nazimuddin) by another would not upset the Bengalis
as much as the installation of a politician from West Pakistan.

So Mr Bogra was summoned and, when he arrived, told
he was Prime Minister. Bogra also became Defence Minister. As
a matter of fact, he knew nothing about the army and was only
interested in having (a) guard of honour mounted to give him a
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dignified welcome. Still, Bogra was far better than Nazimuddin.
He was a more modern type of man and you could get on with
him. Although he was always thinking about the political
consequences of everything, he did realise that strong action
must be taken occasionally. I was rather disappointed in him
when I went along with him to Delhi in one of the innumerable
attempts to settle the Kashmir question. He habitually called
Pandit Nehru “elder brother”, which was wrong, coming from
one Prime Minister to another. Also, he went on a shopping
spree in Delhi. I said to my wife: “please don’t you buy any saris.
We are not going to show the Indians that we need their saris.”

Mohammad Ali Bogra’s first Cabinet was a Cabinet of
politicians. They all intrigued like hell. Although I did not know
it, I was coming to the end of my time at the Ministry of Defence.
As a matter of fact, I was thinking of retirement. I had gone
past the full period of service for my pension and I compared
notes on the subject with Chaudhri Muhammad Ali, as head
of the Civil Service, but I was told that my services were still
required. In closing the account of my years at the Ministry of
Defence, I must emphasise how much the Ministry did for the
armed forces: we got all the money we possibly could at a time
when the financial position was bad. We laid the foundations of
Pakistan’s membership of SEATO (1954) and the armaments
needed to expand and modernize our forces. In particular, we
established good relations with the United States and obtained
all sorts of benefits including a splendid military cantonment at
Kharian.

We could not have attained one-quarter of what was
actually achieved but for the brilliance of my deputy Chief
of Staff, Major General Sir Walter Cawthorne. He worked in
closest liaison with me. His loyalty was a byword. During the
Second World War, he had been head of military intelligence
in the Middle East. I took his guidance in all situations and his
ideas always came up trumps. After he left the Pakistan service,
he joined the Australian Diplomatic Service and returned to
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Karachi as Australian High Commissioner.

I must also put on record that General Ayub Khan as
Commander-in-Chief of the army did a good job and kept up
the morale and discipline of the army though, unfortunately,
he was not able to get on with some talented officers like Major
General Latif Khan and Major General Sher Ali Khan Pataudi.

Early in 1954, I had a recurrence of my old back trouble
and had to go to England on sick leave. Just at this time, in April
1954, there was a general election in East Pakistan. The Muslim
League was utterly routed by a United Front of opposition
parties led by the old guard politician, Fazl-ul-Haq. Soon after,
there was a riot at the Adamjee Jute Mills at Narayanganj and
500 people were killed. Bogra began sending me telegrams:
“Come back immediately.” Although the doctor warned me
that, if I discontinued the treatment, there was a good chance
that I would end up paralysed, I felt I had no option but to go.
Things were obviously bad.

When I returned, Mohammad Ali Bogra told me I was to
go to East Pakistan to take over as Governor and restore order.
He warned me I would have to take emergency powers in order
to put down the rioting. Would I have to inflict casualties? He
inquired anxiously. This man had brought me back thousands
of miles in order to give me more trouble. I was entitled to play a
little game with him. I replied that it might be necessary to shoot
five thousand people in order to restore order. At this he lay
back and groaned. I went off in a hurry but, before I left, I wired
the army commander in Dacca, General Shaikh, unobtrusively
to dispose his troops in preparation for an emergency.

When I landed in Dacca, I found that the central
government had not notified my predecessor as Governor,
Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman, that he was about to be relieved, I
had the embarrassing task of telling him myself that he would
now have to vacate Government House. As soon as I had time to
look around, I found that things were not as bad as they thought
in Karachi. It was not necessary to use force to restore order;
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although the army remained deployed for internal security
for several weeks, there were no casualties. Fazal-ul-Haq’s
ministry was dismissed and the assembly prorogued (though
not dissolved). Fazal-ul-Haq was a cunning politician and, like
most men in Bengal politics, he had his legs in two countries:
Pakistan and India. However, there was no denying that he was
shrewd and, in his own way, likeable. It was not long before he
staged a comeback.

As I saw it, my job was to restore peace and prosperity to
a demoralized province and people. Because almost all the civil
servants were either from West Pakistan or were “refugees” (i.e.
from what was now the Indian Union), they had bad relations
with the Bengalis. Too many ofthem adopted a superior attitude.
Fortunately, the Chief Secretary, Mr N.M. Khan, though from
the West Wing, was an exception. He knew everybody and was
popular for his fair dealing.

The civil service had become undermined by political
interference. A great deal of disaffection had been “exported” by
India. There was left wing terrorist activity which, I suspected,
was fomented by the communists. The Mazdoor trade unions
were simply extremist political organizations, while the
students were badly infected by the unrest.

AfterIThad restoredlawand orderand arrested theleading
agitators, I turned my attention to reforming the University
at Dacca and the colleges at Sylhet and Rajshahi. I found that
students and staff had a great many legitimate grievances. The
college facilities were very poor and some buildings had been
filched for other purposes. I began to make plans to move the
University right away from the inflamed atmosphere of Dacca
to a brand-new campus about twenty-five miles from the city.
I also overhauled the youth organizations and these began to
have a good influence on students.

I tackled the poor morale of the police but they lagged
behind the police of West Pakistan in discipline and efficiency.
The labour situation was stabilized and production began again
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at the Adamjee Jute Mills and other textile mills. Then came the
problem of distributing cloth and other supplies to the people.
Previously it had all disappeared into the black market. I was
troubled because so much of the province’s trade and industry
were in the hands of Marwaris whose homes were in Calcutta.

The condition of the villagers, who formed 98 per cent
of the population, was deplorable. I asked for a commission
of experts to be supplied by the central government to study
their problems, both economic and social. I hoped to launch a
programme of development, spending funds in the countryside
where it was most needed and also setting up village councils, or
panchayats, in order to train the ordinary people in managing
their own affairs. I was convinced that Bengal needed a rest
from party politics which had been the main cause of the rot
which had spread throughout the whole province.

At the beginning of August, all our resources had to
be diverted to fighting the unprecedented floods which swept
down the great rivers and invaded about 10,000 to 15,000
square miles affecting a population of about 10 Million. The
local organizations mainly utilized the situation in order to try
to make political capital out of the difficulties and to take credit
for relief measures. The army and air force did sterling work
in restoring communications, moving supplies and carrying
out mass inoculations. American aid agencies came to our
assistance very readily. They gave us food, milk, and cloth and
provided workers.

I was hoping that I would be allowed to stay in Dacca
for two or three years in order to carry out a thorough job of
rehabilitation. Instead, I left the province in September and did
not return. I had been looking forward to seeing through the
reforms which the commission of experts had recommended.
As it was, the chief memorial to my four months as Governor
was the setting up of a Cadet College at Chittagong on the
lines of the public school which Atcherley had established at
Sargodha. It is still doing good work in educating active young
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Bengalis.

It will be recalled that I had to discontinue my treatment
in England at the behest of the Prime Minister. In September,
I was again in pain and the doctors warned me that I must
finish off the course of treatment. Accordingly, I took medical
leave. As I fully expected to return, I took with me the file of
my confidential reports to the Governor-General. When, after a
week or two, I was again called back to Karachi - this time with
no warning at all — I left my wife behind in London and also my
confidential papers. By this chance, these papers have remained
in my possession: among the very few that I now possess. These
reports are reproduced in full in an Appendix as they give a very
clear picture of the problems of Pakistan in those days and the
means whereby I tried to put things right.

Relations between the Governor-General and the Prime
Minister and the National Assemblynow reached a critical stage.
The Governor-General had continued to exercise important
powers under the transitional constitution which was still in all
essentials the 1935 Government of India Act. We have seen that
he could dismiss a Prime Minister and suspend the Assembly
(National or Provincial) under Section 92 of the Act.

On September 22nd, 1954, without any warning and
in the absence of the Governor-General, a bill was introduced
and passed through the National Assembly in one session
which fundamentally amended the constitutional position. In
essence, this transferred all power from the Governor-General
to the Prime Minister. Henceforth, the Governor-General could
only act on the advice of the Prime Minister who would derive
his mandate from the legislature. So long as he had the support
of the legislature, a Prime Minister was invulnerable. This
was Mohammad Ali Bogra’s bid to make himself a real Prime
Minister, independent of the support of the man who had
first put him into power. Having made himself secure (as he
thought), he went ahead with arrangements for an official trip
to the United States. Ghulam Muhammad was not the man to
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take this lying down. He was a sick man — indeed a dying man.
Hewas away in Washington undergoing medical treatment. But
he flew back to Karachi to take up the challenge. On 24 October
he issued a proclamation of emergency declaring that the
constitutional machinery had broken down and the Assembly
could no longer function. A new Assembly would be elected and
the ministry would be reconstituted. He had turned the tables
on Muhammad Ali: this time he was in Washington and could
not effectively reply. At this point, I came into the story. Mr
Hassan Ispahani, the High Commissioner in London, phoned
me up and asked me to come out to London Airport to meet
the Prime Minister, Mohammad Ali Bogra, who was returning
from the United States.

So, I accompanied Ispahani to London Airport but,
before we reached there, Muhammad Ali and his party had
arrived at the airport. As soon as he saw us, he said, “Don’t
you know there is a great deal of trouble in Karachi and that
they have just heard from one of the ministers, Mr Malik, on
the telephone, that the Governor-General, is about to declare
Martial Law?”

I knew nothing about this and was astounded. Just then,
General Ayub Khan also arrived from America and joined us.
I told Ayub what I heard and he took me aside and said, “Do
not propose anything because, before leaving for America I was
promised by the Governor-General (Ghulam Muhammad) that
I should be asked to take over the country.” I replied, “Look,
it would be a very stupid thing to do. He is a very sick man
and you must not take everything he says seriously. Let us have
time to think and see how things come about when we return to
Karachi.”

Then Mohammad Ali Bogra asked me if I could get a
special aeroplane so that we could get there quickly. I tried to
get a Canberra from the Royal Air Force but it was not possible.
So, another aeroplane (I think it was a BOAC Argonaut) was
placed at our disposal and all of us, including even Mr Ispahani,
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the High Commissioner, flew to Karachi. I did not even have
time to say goodbye to my wife, and the same happened to the
High Commissioner. On the flight, Mohammad Ali Bogra asked
me if I could arrange for some army unit to guard him at the
airport. I suggested it could be arranged but asked “Do you
think it is really necessary?” He replied that his information
was that it would be very necessary. I telephoned to General
Musa by air-telephone from the aeroplane to inform him of
the time at which we were arriving and could he arrange for
an Infantry Company in battle order to be ready on the airport
to protect the Prime Minister.* When we landed, we found an
enormous and very excited crowd running here and there, with
the Director of Civil Intelligence jumping from one side to the
other and the whole place like a mad house. I then suggested to
the High Commissioner, Hassan Ispahani, to get hold of Bogra,
put him in a car and take him to the Governor-General’s house.
I would follow later with some others.

When we got to the Governor-General’s house, General
Ayub Khan and I went towards the Governor-General’s room
(there was no sign up to then of Mr Ispahani and Mohammad
Ali Bogra). When we got in there, we saw Chaudhri Muhammad
Ali walking about in the room and the Governor-General lying
on the floor on a white sheet in a terrible state. He was almost
foaming at the mouth and striking out, right and left. His face
was red and he was terribly ill and really not quite in his senses.
We asked him what had happened and why he was lying on the
ground in such a bad state. “Oh,” he said, “I am very angry, I
want to get rid of this government, I do not want to see the face
of the Prime Minister again. He has been disloyal to me and I
want you to take over the country.” So, I talked to him quietly
and said, “Look, this is not the way to do things. What will the
world say? You wait; Mohammad Ali Bogra must have come

*  The presence of these troops may have given rise to stories reported
by foreign correspondents that there was a plot against the Prime Minister.
But it was the Prime Minister himself who asked for the troops.
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by now and he will come up and you must see him and have a
heart-to-heart talk. You can settle things like that.”

So, one of the servants was sent down and Mohammad
AliBogra with Mr Ispahanientered the room. In thefirstminute,
I thought that the Governor-General was going to burst and
have a mental collapse. But he gradually recovered and then
he started talking. He was very furious; however, there was at
last a breathing space and they came to an agreement on the
basis that a new Cabinet would be formed and the Assembly
would be dissolved and things would start de novo the next day.
Chaudhri Muhammad Ali was running between the Governor-
General and Bogra and drafting something for all this to take
effect next morning.

The next day, Ghulam Muhammad gave a list of persons
hewanted in the Cabinet: Mr Ispahani, General Ayub, Chaudhri
Muhammad Ali and myself. Mohammad Ali Bogra was to be
the Prime Minister and the others Bogra was to select himself.

AproclamationwasthendraftedbyChaudhriMuhammad
Ali in consultation with Bogra and Ghulam Muhammad. This
was issued to the press. The new Cabinet was sworn in next day
with Ayub Khan as Minister of Defence, Chaudhri Muhammad
Ali as Minister of Finance and myself as Minister of Interior,
States and Frontier Regions. I did not join the Cabinet without a
struggle. I had talked with Ghulam Muhammad and convinced
him that I ought to go back to Bengal where I was really needed.
I did not see that, as Minister of the Interior, I could be of much
use to the country. But whenGhulam Muhammad agreed to my
returning, General Ayub Khan and Mr Ispahani both said they
would not go into the Cabinet unless I was also a member.

And that is how I was ropedinto that Cabinet misnamed
“Cabinet of all the talents” or “Cabinet of brains”.

The two other surprises to the outside world were the
inclusion of Mr H.S. Suhrawardy and Dr Khan Sahib. Mr
Suhrawardy had been a leading light in the opposition United
Front but I had no objection to his joining as he promised
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to disassociate himself from extremists such as Maulana
Bashani.** KhanSahibhad been under acloud since his Frontier
government was dismissed at the time of Partition. He and
his brother had been placed under arrest quite unnecessarily,
in my opinion, and only released from jail in 1954. I strongly
urged the inclusion of Khan Sahib in the new Cabinet as this
would reassure the Pathans.

There were only three of the old Cabinet in the second
Muhammad Ali ministry. It wasreally a new government. Imade
a statement a few days later, as follows: “Some underdeveloped
countries have to learn democracy and, until they do so, they
have to be controlled. With so many illiterate people, politicians
could make a mess of things. There was nothing undemocratic
in declaring a state of emergency because 95 per cent of the
people welcomed it.”

I made the speech because I was always thinking of the
mess which the politicians had made of the country; I believe
that, in order to clean up the mess and to work towards real
democracy, responsible democracy, we must have controlled
democracy so that we didn’t run off the rails.

A few weeks later  made another speech in which I said:
“democracy requires education, tradition, breeding and pride
in your ability to do something well.” These were not popular
ideas. I know that I ran into a lot of criticism, not only in
Pakistan, but in Britain and the United States as well. But I had
become convinced that we needed a kind of “training program”
for democracy if we were to succeed.

The politicians did not take this without the protest.
They challenged Ghulam Muhammad’s decision in Courts. But
the Supreme Court ruled that the Governor-General’s action
was constitutional; however, they called on him to arrange for
elections to be held in the near future, so as to set up another
Constituent Assembly for the purpose of framing a constitution.

** Maulana Abdul Hammed Khan Bashani (also known as
Bhashani).
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Elections for the new Constituent Assembly followed early in
1955.

They had peculiar type of election which I have not
understood from that day to this. I was elected by a Punjabi
group to represent Sialkot, a place where I have never been to.
Some of those who were in the Cabinet did not secure election
or declined to stand: such were Mr Ispahani and General Ayub
Khan and so they left in July 1955.

During the eight months’ life of this Cabinet, we
managed to get quite a lot done. We were a very mixed crowd
in the Cabinet with very different backgrounds. When we had
a common problem to decide on, we all gave our views bluntly.
It seemed that the most strongly you expressed your views, the
greater chance there was a chance of getting acceptance.

In the international field, we negotiated an important
security arrangement: the Baghdad Pact. Discussions focused
on a pact between Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan and Britain. The
United States was prepared to give support but would not join
formally, so as not to upset Egypt with which they wished to
keep on good terms.

When the Bagdad Pact was first signed, the members
were Britain, Turkey and Iraq. Iran joined soon afterwards. The
question for our joining came before the Cabinet. Mohammad
Ali Bogra was all for the pact and so was 1. Hassan Ispahani was
in the Cabinet room and there was not a word of dissent from
him. But Chaudhari Muhammad Ali, supported by General
Ayub Khan, objected to our joining unless the United States
also joined. I sensed that there was going to be a split in the
Cabinet on the issue so I proposed that we should postpone
our decision and send General Ayub for talks with the Turkish
Prime Minister. He could then advise us by telegram to join
or not to join. We should accept his advice without further
argument.

The Cabinet agreed and Ayub Khan left for Ankara. As
we were dispersing from the Cabinet meeting, Mohammad Ali
Bogra took me to his office and said: “What have you done? I
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had arranged for the pact to be accepted by a majority of the
Cabinet.” I replied “The matter would only be delayed for two
or three days. All General Ayub really wants is a pat on the back
from Mr Menderes. Then he will cable advising us to join.” This
happened exactly as I expected. Ayub’s telegram came from
Ankara strongly recommending that we proceed without delay.
The proposal to join the Bagdad Pact was passed unanimously.

Those persons who later attacked the pact ignored the
facts. We received military aid to the value of $1.5 Billion* and
the arms we were given were first-class. I was one hundred
per cent in favour of the Bagdad Pact, and equally in favour of
CENTO. The maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf
area is a matter of life and death to Pakistan.

The biggest problem at this time was to bring the
different provinces of West Pakistan into one administrative
unit. One aspect of the problem was the position of the rulers
who had acceded to Pakistan. As I was also Minister of States
and Frontier Regions, this came within my brief. I talked
to the Khan of Kalat, the Amir of Bahawalpur, and the Amir
of Khairpur, rulers of the three princely states in Pakistan.
All three agreed with the one unit proposal and promised to
fall in line. In particular, Bahawalpur acted in a most honest
and honourable manner and helped with the amalgamation.
The Pathans of the Frontier were strong opponents to the
scheme. Rashid and Mian Jafar Shah, ministers in the NWFP
government, were very much against the scheme but we talked
them round and, ultimately, they accepted. Dr Khan Sahib had
an important hand in settling the matter. I had a lot of sympathy
for the Pathans and hoped that we might appoint a Lieutenant-
Governor for the NWFP and Baluchistan but I could not get this

* Pakistan received military aid from the United States between
1954 and 1965. This greatly enhanced Pakistan’s defense capability as new
equipment and weapons were brought into the armed forces, new military
bases were created and existing ones were expanded and upgraded and
two new Corps commands were formed.
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agreed, because the Punjabi element was very much against
this.

All this time, Ghulam Muhammad was a very sick man.
He had been portrayed as a ruthless autocrat. I would like to
recall that, during these months, when I was snowed under
work and delayed night after night at the office, the Governor-
General used to drive out to my house in order to reassure my
wife. He used to have a chair placed in the garden and, though
he had great difficulty in talking, he used to converse with my
wife, apologizing for my absence and telling her that she must
be patient for the benefit of the country. Eventually, he became
so ill that he could not exercise his office.

There was a full meeting of the Cabinet on August 4th,
1955. I was asked to withdraw. Then (or so I am told) the
ministers, with one exception, unanimously decided that I
should be installed as Acting Governor-General.

Chaudhari Muhammad Ali is supposed to have urged
that I should assume this post because (he said) I was the man
who the previous year had prevented the army taking over the
government of the whole country.** On August 7th I was sworn
in as acting Governor-General supposedly for two months,
while Ghulam Muhammad recovered. But we all knew that he
could not come back. From this day, my troubles really began.

i Presumably this related to the incident when Ghulam Mohammad
spoke to General Ayub Khan. He was in very bad health and incapable
of rational decisions. In my conversation with him, I pointed out that he
was the Queen’s Governor-General and he could not divest himself of his
powers. It did not take him long to realise his position. My view has always
been that it was not a serious proposal, and I refuse to take any credit
for its being discarded out of hand. If this was the reason for choosing
me Governor-General and President; it does not speak much for the

intelligence of those responsible.
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On 7 August 1955, I was sworn in as acting Governor-General.
On that very same day, Mohammad Ali Bogra resigned from
the office of Prime Minister. My troubles had begun. I asked
him to continue pro tem and look for a new prime minister.
Bogra’s resignation was the consequence of the new
political situation following the elections for the second
Constituent Assembly. From Bengal, there were now only two
Muslim League representatives, all the rest belonged to the
opposition groups; the Awami League, led by H.S. Suhrawardy,
and the United Front, Fazl-ul-Huq’s party. So, the Muslim
League was now, virtually, a party of West Pakistan and they
rejected the leadership of a Bengali with no political following.
Meeting at Murree, they elected Chaudhari Muhammad Ali
as the new leader of the Muslim League. The exact state of
the parties was not clear: some members stood for election
as independents and then accepted a party ticket later. But,
according to the Dawn newspaper at that time, the Muslim
League numbered twenty-seven in the Constituent Assembly,
the United Front had twenty-three supporters and the Awami
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League had thirteen members.

To my astonishment, Chaudhari Muhammad Ali came to
see me, accompanied by Gurmani, and represented that it was
the opinion of the Muslim League parliamentary party that Mr
Suhrawardy should be the Prime Minister. I said: “This is a very
peculiar way of forming a new government because — in any
constitution — the largest party forms the government. I really
cannot understand how can I override this obvious convention.”
I went on: “I am going to ask you, Chaudhri Sahib, to form a
government. If you are unsuccessful in this task, it is up to you
to come back to me and tell me that you have failed. But you
can’t tell me to ask this man, or that, to be Prime Minister. Now
it is for you to try to form a government and come back to give
me the names of your new ministry.” Muhammad Ali then said
that he would like to be Prime Minister and carry through the
new constitution on which he had already done a lot of hard
work. He asked me to tryto win over Mr Suhrawardy to support
him. I promised that I would do this.

During the next few days, the newspapers were full of
rumours. Suhrawardy was tipped as the next Prime Minister.
The Muslim Leaguers were short of a majority in the assembly
(whose total number was eighty). Suhrawardy refused to join
the government, except on his own terms, so Muhammad
Ali was compelled to look elsewhere for allies. He came to
an understanding with the United Front. On August 11th, the
new government was sworn in. Five of the ministers had been
members of the old government. These included Khan Sahib.
Apart from Chaudhari Muhammad Ali, the League ministers
were not very impressive. Fazl-ul-Haq was now Minister of
the Interior. Considering his recent performance in Bengal,
this was not a very promising appointment. One commentator
observed at this time politics khalas aur administration chaloo
(“Politics go out, administration starts up”). But actually, this
was a cabinet of politicians with only Chaudhari Muhammad
Ali as an administrator member. One left-wing member of
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the Constituent Assembly, Mian Iftikharuddin, looking at the
government benches and opposition benches, wittily called the
assembly the “House of Musical Chairs”. As we were to see, he
was all too right.

The first big measure posted by the new assembly was
the Establishment of West Pakistan Act. Passed on September
3oth, which came into force on October 14th. The whole of the
West Wing was now merged into one unit centered upon Lahore.
In the new set-up, the two most powerful men in West Pakistan
would be Governor and the Chief Minister. Nawab Gurmani
was appointed Governor. The question of the premiership
rested with the Muslim League, still the unquestioned majority
party in the West Wing,.

Meanwhile, people were talking about the position
of Governor-General. The two months during which I was
“acting” were coming to an end. It was known that Ghulam
Muhammad was no better in health. He ended the uncertainty
by issuing a letter of resignation. The government requested
the Queen to confirm my appointment as Governor-General
and, on 7 October 1955, I became the permanent Head of State.
In my speech at the swearing-in ceremony, I tried to suggest
that, as we were drafting a new constitution, we should try to
make a new start putting behind all the bickering and faction
and division of the last years. I said: “Democracy presupposes
the existence of a national approach in solving our problems.
We must cease to think in terms of the interest of the East
and West Wings of Pakistan and look at every problem from a
national point of view. Democracy cannot function successfully
and efficiently unless we place our allegiance to Pakistan above
all local loyalties. In a democracy, the political parties have to
place the interests of the nation above party interests...... The
intelligentsia is the backbone of every society. This class, in our
society, has become an unfortunate victim of frustration. This
has impaired the flowering of our genius.”

I ended: “Do not harp too much on the past. Mind the
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present, and look to the future with hopes and resolution.”

My appointment was greeted by the press in a friendly
style. Dawn emphasized that I was a “strong man” and that I
was above party politics. As head of an Asiatic state, one has to
get used to flattery and to abuse but I think Dawn’s estimate
was right. As regards being a “strong man”, all my training and
experience had prepared me so that, when a decision had to be
taken, I was ready to take a decision and, when responsibility
had to be carried, I was prepared to take responsibility. As
regards to party politics, when I became a member of the
National Assembly, I had to take a party label so I took the
Muslim League ticket. But I took no part in the affairs of the
League (as Chaudhari Muhammad Ali was doing) and, when
I resigned from the Assembly, I resigned from the Muslim
League so that my membership lasted just about six weeks.

All the same, I was not left to occupy the position of an
umpire. I was now installed in the office which had been held
by the Quaid-e-Azam and the British Viceroys before him. They
had not just been passive spectators of the political scene. In
addition, I had to cope with a National Assembly in which no
party had a majority. Quaid-e-Azam had been able to command
the Muslim League to do what he wanted. After his death, the
Muslim League, released from his stern control, showed itself
a collection of office-seekers and become only one of several
parties. At the time of my assumption of office, there were three
major political parties (soon to be joined by a fourth), together
with small parties and independents. Politicians were changing
sides all the time. No partywas able to command a clear majority
in the National Assembly or in the provincial assemblies. And
so, when a Prime Minister was in danger, he appealed to me
to get him out of trouble. I was an umpire whom the different
sides also wanted to lead their own teams. I soon had a taste
of what I was in for over the choice of a chief minister for West
Pakistan.

It was obvious to everybody that the Punjabis had gained
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most out of the “One Unit” reforms Their capital, Lahore, was
the political centre. They dominated the assembly and also the
civil services. The Pathans, with their spirit of independence,
were not reconciled to the new set-up. Abdul Ghaffar Khan
joined hands with the Sind leader, G.M. Syed, to launch a
popular movement to overthrow the One Unit structure (which,
by the way, I firmly supported).

It would help to restore the confidence of the Pathans if
one of their people became the chief minister. The obvious man
was Dr Khan Sahib. _

The first move came from the leaders of the Muslim
League. The Prime Minister asked if he could bring a deputation
to meet me in Karachi. Chaudhari Muhammad Ali arrived,
bringing Nawab Gurmani, Mr Chundrigar (who had entered
the National Assembly in the seat I had vacated and was now
Law Minister) and Mumtaz Daultana, the leader of the Punjab
Muslim League. They urged that, in view of the Afghan situation,
it would be desirable to have Khan Sahib as chief minister.
I replied that, of course, Dr Khan Sahib was an old friend of
mine and one of the finest gentlemen in the country. But he
was not a clever man nor a real politician. Unless the Muslim
League was prepared to give him all-out support, he would get
into a mess. This would create a worse situation of bitterness
and suspicion in Afghanistan and among our own Pathans. But
everyone present promised full support and an announcement
appeared stating that Dr Khan Sahib would be given Muslim
League backing as chief minister of West Pakistan.

On 8 January 1956, the draft of the proposed constitution
was published. Iwasverydoubtful abouttwoofits features. I was
opposed to inserting Islamic provisions into the machinery of
government. We have seen how Liaquat Ali Khan’s “Objectives
Resolution” gave a handle to the Ulema and allowed them to
go on and almost destroy Pakistan in 1953. But the Muslim
League never learnt anything from the past experience. Despite
my repeated warnings, Muhammad Ali deliberately created
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an “Islamic Republic” for Pakistan giving the Ulema another
invitation to interfere. Maulana Maudoodi and his party were
given a heaven-sent opportunity to mess up the state. Secondly,
I was worried about the absence of any firm, fixed element in
the government. I wanted to see a President at the head of the
executive in the American fashion. Chaudhari Muhammad
Ali and the others insisted on the “Westminster Model” of
democracy. It neveroccurred to them that British parliamentary
democracy had taken root because, throughout English history,
the crown had provided a point of stability. Queen Victoria
had played an important part in the government when, during
the middle period of her reign, ministries had functioned
with weak majorities or actually in a minority. King George V
had intervened to form a National Government at a moment
of national crisis. Even nowadays, when Sir Anthony Eden
resigned without recommending a successor, Queen Elizabeth
IT had passed over Mr R.A. Butler, the deputy Prime Minister,
to ask Mr Harold Macmillan to head the government. So, at
the centre of things, there was a permanent head of state. The
politicians could not see this. During the constitutional debates,
they harped on the necessity to make the President follow the
advice of the Prime Minister and give way to the “sovereign”
power of the Constituent Assembly. They ended up by writing
in some ambiguous provisions such as: “The Prime Minister
shall ‘hold office during the pleasure of the President but the
President shall not exercise his powers unless he is satisfied
that the Prime Minister does not command the confidence of
the majority of the members of the National Assembly.” How
did they expect this to work in the situation we had where
politicians were switching their loyalties all the time? The point
was that, in a crisis, somebody had to take responsibility and,
in practice, this usually turned out to be myself.

During the constitutional debates, Mr Suhrawardy
announced that he was not prepared to vote for this constitution
and he walked out. This did not prevent him using and abusing
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the constitutional set-up later. The constitution passed through
the Assembly on 17 February and came into effect on 23 March.
There was no candidate for the office of the President except
myself and I was elected by the unanimous vote of the new
National Assembly (actually, of course, identical with the
previous assembly).  knew very well that the politicians thought
they had put me on the shelf. They never tired of saying that
Pakistan only had a President nam ke waste (in name only).
They boasted that they had divested me of all real power; I
knew that they would constantly ask me to help them whenever
they got into difficulties. And that is exactly what happened in
the next few months.

The Muslim League members of the West Pakistan
legislature met on 3 April to consider the endorsement of Dr
Khan Sahib as Chief Minister. Although this plan was the work
of Muhammad Ali, most of his supporters were opposed to
the idea. They still regarded the doctor as their enemy. They
wanted a Leaguer at the head of the Ministry. Daultana, always
ready to go with the tide, encouraged the revolt.

I was touring in Azad Kashmir at this time when I
received a telephone call from Dr Khan telling me that the
League had refused to give him support and intimating that he
was thinking of resigning. I told him not to do anything hastily.
I promised I would come to Lahore immediately and contact
Nawab Gurmani as Governor. In Lahore, Gurmani advised
Khan Sahib to hang on. He expressed the hope that, given
time, the situation would right itself. There was no talk on this
occasion of forming a new party but I could see that Dr Khan
Sahib was in a very angry frame of mind. I returned to Karachi;
Nawab Gurmani was an old hand at this game, a wily politician,
infinitely better qualified than I was to settle the affair.

In Karachi, after a week or so, I received a telephone
call from Khan Sahib to say that he was forming a new party
to be called the Republican Party. Already a large number of
Muslim Leaguers — both members of the provincial assembly
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and members of the national assembly — had joined the new
party. I said: “Have you consulted Nawab Gurmani?” He replied
“Gurmani is the man who has put this idea into my head.” I
was flabbergasted. I asked if it was necessary to break up the
Muslim League in this manner. He replied that it was necessary.
Well, I had to accept the fait accompli. I knew that it is generally
believed that I had a hand in the formation of the Republican
Party but this simply is not true. I backed up Dr Khan Sahib.
But I was never his master. And really, I had no desire to see yet
another party to join in the struggle for power. A little later, Dr
Khan Sahib came to ask me to suspend the constitution so that
he did not have to face the assembly. I refused to intervene as
there was no breakdown of the political system. Actually, he got
on alright. Chaudhari Muhammad Ali was very annoyed but he
did nothing to stop Khan Sahib’s activities. With a few weeks,
leaders such as Sir Firoz Khan Noon and Nawab Qizilbash had
joined him and, when the budget session of the West Pakistan
assembly took place early in June, he got his budget passed by
the comfortable majority of thirty.

All this time, trouble was brewing up in East Pakistan.
Since June 1955, ministerial government had been restored with
a United Front government led by Abu Hossain Sarkar. It was
a corrupt and feeble government which was afraid to confront
the provincial assembly. Towards the end of May, the assembly
was at last summoned to meet. The governor suspended the
constitution but I restored ministerial government on 1st June.
The Sarkar ministry stumbled on until August when at last it
resigned and was replaced by an Awami League ministry led
by Ataur Rehman Khan. Both in West and East Pakistan, there
was ample excuse to suspend the constitution and take back the
government under my direct control. But I gave the provincial
politicians the opportunity to do things in their own way.

* K K K XX
Meanwhile, I was able to do something to improve relations
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with our neighbour, Afghanistan. Ever since Partition, these
relations had been unhappy because of the Pashtunistan
question. There came an open breech in 1954 when our Embassy
in Kabul was burnt down and the C-in-C of the Pakistan Army
threatened to march upon the city. Relations between the two
countries were broken off and almost all trade came to a halt.

I had tried to understand the Afghan point of view ever
since the days when I was Political Agent, Khyber, and Deputy
Commissioner, Peshawar, and Political Agent, Mohmands.
I came to the conclusion that the Afghan suffered from being
land-locked and had developed a phobia about control of their
outlets to the Indian Ocean. I believed that it was necessary
to give them direct access to the sea. It was also necessary to
secure their cooperation in the affairs of the tribal areas of the
North-West Frontier. The latter proposal would, I knew, be
considered dangerous by the officers of the old Indian Political
Service. But Afghan interference among the tribes of the
Frontier was always a fact from the early days of British rule
and before. The British had always had to accept, in practice
though not in principle, the existence of an Afghan party among
the Mohmands, the Waziris, the Afridis, the Mahsuds and in
Bajaur.

From the inception of Pakistan, its leaders tried to kill
the Pashtunistan demand by pretending that it did not exist.
But Pakistan could not afford to alienate Afghanistan. Pakistan
did not have the might of the old British Empire to draw upon
and we had to take into account the increasing animosity of
India who had much larger resources and armed forces at
least three times larger than those of Pakistan. A belligerent
and uncompromising attitude to Afghanistan might throw that
country into the arms of India and perhaps give Russia a chance
to gain influence. I saw no sense in following this negative
policy.

Approaches were made to the King of Afghanistan but
it proved difficult to fix a meeting. At last I received a firm
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invitation to visit Kabul in August 1956. I arrived on 7th August
in an atmosphere still bedeviled by the incidence of 1954. I
received a cordial reception from His Majesty though the Prime
Minister, Sirdar Muhammad Daud Khan (or H.R.H. Prince
Daud), did not look very cheerful. There were large crowds
by the roadside. They looked friendly and the threat given
out by Afridi malcontents to make trouble en route did not
materialize. The whole atmosphere lightened after the banquet
given by the King at the Dilkusha Palace on 8th August. In
his speech at the banquet, His Majesty said that Afghanistan
had no territorial claims of Pakistan and was looking forward
to a period of co-operation and friendship between the two
countries. In my reply, I welcomed the King’s declaration that
there were no territorial problems and reciprocated his desire
for friendship and cooperation. In quiet, fifteen minutes with
the Prime Minister, I found him to be a man of great wisdom
and an Afghan patriot. I knew that I would be able to get on
well with him as he was honest and blunt with the shrewdness
of a real statesman. I was confident of removing his suspicions
given time.

The next day, there was a formal meeting presided over
by the King and attended by all the important Afghan ministers.
I found, to my relief, that the Afghan demand for Pashtunistan
was no more than a desire to ensure for the Pathans equal rights
with the other peoples of Pakistan (Punjabis, Sindis, etc.) and
with the Pashto-speaking tribes within Afghanistan. I expressed
my great relief that Afghanistan did not mean to try to separate
the NWFP from Pakistan as this would mean the destruction
of our national unity. I went on to put up some draft proposals
for consideration namely the railway from Landi Khana, which
connected the Khyber Pass with the Pakistan system, to be
extended for some miles into Afghanistan; an import enclave,
under Afghan control, to be constructed at the port of Karachi
and sealed goods wagons to be available for Afghan imports
and exports through Pakistan. I also hinted that I had a plan
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for introducing an Afghan voice into the affairs of the Pashtun
tribes of the NWFP which I would raise later.

There was one event which I greatly regretted during
my Kabul visit. I had arranged for a further private discussion
with the Prime Minister. I wanted to expand my proposals
for Afghan participation in tribal councils and try to get his
definite consent. Unfortunately, Prince Daud had an accident;
he slipped in his bathroom and fractured three ribs. My last
interview with him at Kabul took place at his sick-bed. I regard
this as a stroke of really bad luck.

After my visit, our ambassador, Mr Aslam Khattak did
magnificent work in restoring relations. In December 1957,
the King and Prince Daud visited Karachi. As regards Afghan
participation with Pakistan inthe affairs ofthe tribes, I suggested
the following to the King as a skeleton program: A grand tribal
assembly, a Jirga of all the tribes, to be called at Peshawar and
to be attended by the King of Afghanistan and the President of
Pakistan, with some of their ministers. In this Jirga, the tribes
could express their satisfaction that Afghanistan and Pakistan
were again friends and the hope that this friendship would
always remain. In my own mind, this formula would provide a
face-saving device whereby the prestige of the Afghan leaders
would be satisfied.

The King invited me to visit him for a shoot during the
winter of 1958 and was intended to settle the details of our
joint meeting and Jirga. But, after I had to leave Pakistan, the
idea remained stillborn. Thereafter, relations between the two
countries deteriorated and, once again, diplomatic relations
were broken off and even all the consulates were closed. Thanks
to the mediation of the Shah-in-Shah (Shahenshah) of Iran,
relations have recently greatly improved.* It seems that Shah-
in-Shah (Shahenshah) has actually allocated an Iranian port to

* Tehran mediated reconciliation between Afghanistan and Pakistan
when tensions surfaced during the 1960s owing to differences over the
Durand Line demarcation.
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the Afghans and a rail link is being constructed. This will need
to be a very long line of communication whereas, if my plan had
been adopted, it would have been necessary only to construct
about thirty miles of railway from the Khyber rail-head towards
Jalalabad.

Let us hope that, in future, there will be greater
understanding between Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan:
perhaps, eventually, a loose form of confederation.

I was growing increasingly uneasy about the condition
of Chaudhari Muhammad Ali. Conscientious and able as he
was, he did not seem to have much political grip as the affair of
Dr Khan Sahib showed.

Despite advice repeatedly given by me, and also by
several of his friends, he offered the presidency of the Muslim
League to Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar. I said: “you have known
Nishtar for ten years. I have known him for twenty-five years.
Don’t do this.” Of course, in the days of the Quaid-e-Azam, the
leader of the party and the Head of the State had been one. For
a time, after Jinnah’s death, Chaudhri Khaliquzzaman had been
President of the League. This had not worked and, thereafter,
the Prime Minister was President. Now, in January 1956,
Muhammad Ali moved the nomination of Nishtar as President.

Nishtar was the son of a Mullah and completely
fanatical in his views. He had been Governor of West Punjab
and he had openly shown his fanaticism. He refused to take
salute at a parade on the Mall in Lahore, because there was a
statue of Queen Victoria nearby (a graven image, abhorrent
to a pious Muslim). He attended a girl's hockey match but
refused to shake hands with the members of the team because
they were females. Now he began to behave as though he were
above the government, adopting a dictatorial attitude. He
gave Muhammad Ali no peace and I could see that the Prime
Minister was rapidly losing his nerve. Things began to prey
upon his mind and he was heading for a nervous breakdown.
He started coming to my office almost every day. At times he
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used to weep and implore me to put an end to his existence as
he was responsible for so many mistakes.

The crisis came suddenly. On returning from a conference
of Commonwealth Prime Ministers in London, Muhammad Ali
convened a meeting of the coalition groups supporting him
in parliament. Several Muslim League members deliberately
absented themselves. Nevertheless, the meeting gave the Prime
Minister a vote of confidence. In his nervous condition, this was
not enough. He decided that he no longer had the support of
the League, and must therefore cease to be a party member.
Undoubtedly, he could have joined in leading the Republicans
but he also decided to resign as Prime Minister. I urged him
to reconstitute his ministry and stay on (as) Premier. But he
pleaded with me to let him go. I therefore had no option but to
"accept his resignation. I arranged for him to go to London for
hospital treatment and he was away for about three months.
Chaudhari Muhammad Ali was (and is) an honest and clever
man but he suffered from indefinite peculiarity inherent in
officers of the old Indian Audit and Accounts Service. During
the 150 years of British rule, Audit and Accounts officers were
never posted away from the central government. In Pakistan,
this service was in control from the very beginning. Somehow,
they were too remote from the actual conduct of affairs. They
did not know how to handle men.

What next? On September 10th 1956, a presidential
announcement was issued as follows: “The President today
requested Mr Muhammad Ali to come back as Prime Minister
as, in his judgement, he still commands the confidence of a
majority in the National Assembly but Mr Muhammad Ali
declined the offer. The President has therefore called upon Mr
Suhrawardy to help him form a Ministry.”

It will be recalled that Mr Suhrawardy had only thirteen
supporters in parliament. He therefore joined forces with the
Republicans who now marshalled thirty supporters in the
National Assembly. Together, the coalition had a small majority.
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Given strong and undivided support in parliament,
I have no doubt that Mr Suhrawardy could have provided
Pakistan with a stable government which was sorely needed.
Hewas an outstanding parliamentarian; indeed, he had no peer
in Pakistan. He had plenty of courage and a brain as sharp as a
razor. His weakness was women: where they were concerned,
he was an idiot. In addition, he had an extraordinary knack
for choosing the wrong men — both politicians and officials.
Having chosen them, he kept them close beside him and was
influenced by them. He never shirked responsibility and a crisis
saw him at his best. But he was not cut out to be a leader of the
minority section of coalition.

At once he found himself at odds with his Republican
partners over the issue of the electoral basis: whether, as in
undivided India, there should be “communal” electorates —
that is to say, special constituencies for Muslims, Hindus,
Christians, etc. — or whether there should be general territorial
constituencies in which all the electors voted for the candidate
of their choice (who, in theory, might be from any religion). In
Bengal, the opponents of the League had come into power by
forming alliances with Hindu organizations (the Hindus still
formed a large minority in East Bengal). In the West Wing,
there were only a handful of minority peoples — Christians and
a few Depressed Class Hindus — but, strangely enough, the
pressure to preserve the system of separate electorate was very
strong in West Pakistan.

The constitution had ducked the problem leaving it to be
settled later. In 1955, soon after I became Governor-General,
the Hindu members of the Constituent Assembly came to me in
a body and said that they would like to have joint electorates.
I could see no objection to this because separate electorates
had been introduced to safeguard the minority: and they were
the minority. I took the question up with the Muslim League
leaders including Chaudhari Muhammad Ali and Chundrigar.
All replied in the strongest terms that they would give complete
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support to joint electorates. I passed on these assurances to
the Hindu leaders. Then — on what grounds and why, I have
no idea — the Muslim League went back on its assurances.
This was an enigma to me for why should the majority require
protection against the minority. The Awami League was in
favour of joint electorates. The Republican Party was in favour
of separate electorates. In my own opinion, Suhrawardy and
his party were absolutely right. I went to Dacca and sat on a
platform at a meeting in order to demonstrate my support for
Suhrawardy. He told me that, if he had to give way on this issue,
his own party would renounce him. A compromise was agreed
upon whereby East Pakistan was to have joint electorates and
West Pakistan was to have separate electorates.

The next crisis came in the field of international
relations. The latter part of 1956 witnessed President Nasser’s
nationalization of the Suez Canal, the long negotiations between
the user nations (of course, Pakistan’s trade with Europe was
badly affected) and, finally, the Franco-British military action.

I had a long-standing invitation from the Shah-in-
Shah (Shahenshah) to proceed on a State Visit to Iran. Late in
October 1956, I was ready to depart on the visit. Mr Suhrawardy
was in China at that time and was due to return to Pakistan
the day after I left. On the eve of my departure from Karachi,
I received a call from the Deputy High Commissioner for the
United Kingdom bringing a cable from Mr Harold Macmillan,
then British Foreign Secretary. This informed me that a Franco-
British attack on Port Said was imminent in order to secure the
Suez Canal. I expressed my surprise that, as the Head of (a)
Commonwealth country, I had not been informed until I was
faced with a fait accompli. As I was about to go to Iran, I said
that I would send a telex message to the (Shahenshah) Shah-
in-Shah requesting him to invite the Prime Ministers of Turkey
and Iraq (our partners in the Baghdad Pact) to come to Tehran
to discuss the situation and formulate a plan for joint action.
Before I left, I received an answer from the Shah informing
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me that the Prime Ministers would come to Tehran during the
period of my visit. I took off from Karachi at about 4 a.m. and
reached Tehran about 9 a.m. I had talks with His Majesty while
we awaited the arrival of the other leaders; they reached Tehran
at different times.

There was a state banquet at the Gulistan Palace that
night and the next day things began to move. We began our
joint discussions with the Shah taking the chair at our meetings.
It was not an easy situation. As Muslims, our sympathies
were with Egypt and we knew the public opinion would react
violently to the Franco-British invasion. But, as members of
the Baghdad Pact, we did not wish to take action which might
disrupt the Pact. We could only await developments.

That night, at about 2 a.m., I received a message from
our Ambassador, General Raza, that the British Ambassador
wished to see me urgently. He arrived at 4 a.m. to tell me that
the British Government has passed on the information that the
Prime Minister had declared a mass meeting in Karachi that
he was going to take Pakistan out of the Commonwealth. I told
the Ambassador that all this was a complete surprise to me;
I added that he could assure the British Government that, so
long as I was President of Pakistan, we would not leave the
Commonwealth so easily. I told the British Ambassador that I
needed time to think over what action I should take and I asked
him to come back and meet me later in the morning.

When the Ambassador left, I tried to get some sleep but
I could not rest because I was so worried. I sent for my Military
Secretary, gave him a letter for Suhrawardy and sent him back
to Karachi in the presidential aeroplane with instructions
to see the Prime Minister immediately holding the plane in
readiness to leave again. In my letter, I informed Suhrawardy
of the presence of the other Prime Ministers of the Baghdad
Pact countries and asked him to attend. He arrived the next
day. At first, he was anti-British (having, at an earlier time,
been noticeably anti-Nasser). However, the tact and firmness
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of the Shah-in-Shah (Shahenshah) began to have effect. Mr
Suhrawardy saw the necessity to keep calm. We returned to
Karachi and he played his part in defending our foreign policy
notably in a speech at Dacca in December. This got him into
trouble with a faction of the Awami League led by Bashani (who
had been responsible for so much of the trouble in East Bengal
in 1954). The “pro-Western” foreign policy was challenged at
(a) conference of the party but Suhrawardy managed to secure
a victory over the Bashani group.

This episode had ended with Mr Suhrawardy emerging
as a firm friend of Iran and an admirer of the Shah-in-Shah
(Shahenshah). I was thinking that I would be able to cooperate
with him until such time as elections came along but this was
not to be.

The next explosion came in West Pakistan. G.M. Syed
and Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan had aroused a great deal of
support for carving Sind and the Frontier out of the West Wing.
Both in the Muslim League and in the Republican Party, there
were dissident elements who were still opposed to the One
Unit idea. Dr Khan Sahib’s ministry began to break down. In
the absence of any visible alternative (for both the Republican
Party and the League were in a state of flux), it was necessary
to have recourse to emergency powers; on the night of March
20-21, the constitution was suspended at Mr Suhrawardy’s
request. There was an outburst of protest.

I felt that the time had come for some plain speaking.
So, two days later, I made a speech in which I suggested that
any further pressure for more local autonomy would mean the
complete dismemberment of Pakistan. I went on: “Another
malaise from which we have been suffering for the last ten years
is the peculiar working of our parliamentary system. We have
adopted it from the British system which was evolved in England
over the course of centuriesand is suited to the peculiar genius of
the British people. But, in its application to our own conditions,
we find that our Ministers, when in power, have to devote all
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their energy and ingenuity to keep the parliamentarians happy
even at the cost of elementary requirements of administration.
The removal of the malaise requires serious consideration. I
commend to your consideration a careful study of the American
system of administration with necessary modifications to suit
our own conditions. But, here again, the will of the people must
prevail and, if you are happy with the present state of affairs, I
have nothing more to say.”

Even in the perilous state we had now reached, the
politicians were so intoxicated with their notion of democracy
that they refused to consider any modification while all my
enemies (of which there were no shortage) screamed that I was
plotting to create a system of personal power for myself.
Parliamentary government was restored in West Pakistan in
July and almost at once the weakness of Khan Sahib’s position
was exposed. Although a count of the Republican members
showed 148 Republicans in an assembly of 300, they were not
united behind Dr Khan. He resigned from the leadership and
another Pathan, Abdul Rashid, became Chief Minister in August
1957. Out of office, Dr Khan Sahib made a speech at Peshawar
calling for “honest politics”. He urged that “a revolutionary
council should be set up to govern the country.” This did not
please the politicians, either.

The Republicans were openly attacking the One Unit.
Suhrawardy went on a tour of West Pakistan in which he
defended the One Unit principle and thereby opened up attack
on the Republicans. Dr Khan Sahib and others came to me
with complaints about the Prime Minister’s speech-making
tour. Another cause for complaint was that both the economic
portfolios — those for Industries and Commerce — were held
by Bengali (Awami League) ministers. I tried to bring the two
parts of the coalition back into harness. I convened a meeting
with Dr Khan Sahib and two other Republicans to meet Mr
Suhrawardy; the meeting went on for four hours and was very
exhausting. But, by the end, it seemed that the difference had
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been cleared up. I arranged for a final meeting the next day
when both sides would put their signatures to an agreement
that one of the economic portfolios would go to the West and
one to the East.

Next morning, while I was still in bed, my wife drew
my attention to the newspaper where it was stated that the
Prime Minister was demanding that the National Assembly
be summoned so that the government should receive a vote
of confidence. I thought that this was another example of
newspaper sensationalism but, a few minutes later,-a letter
arrived from the Prime Minister (sent by special messenger)
making the demand that parliament be summoned. I was
furious. In my opinion, this was not an honest way for a Prime
Minister to proceed. I phoned up Suhrawardy and accused
him of double crossing me. I reminded him that we had made
a definite agreement involving the departure of one Bengal
minister, Mr Abdul Mansoor, yet he was now appealing to the
Assembly, publishing his decision in the newspapers before he
even had the courtesy to consult me. I issued an ultimatum:
he must resign within two hours or I would dismiss him.
Suhrawardy came round to meet me and actually wept. He
pleaded for reconsideration but I replied: “Nothing doing”. And
so, he put (in) his resignation. The cause of this volte face was
Suhrawardy’s private secretary, an officer of the Indian Civil
Service, Aftab Ahmad, who egged him on to demonstrate that
he was the boss. So Suhrawardy fell a victim to bad advice. The
sequel to this episode was that, when the next ministry was
formed, Suhrawardy and Khan Sahib became best friends.

After Mr Suhrawardy went, I again had to look around.
I asked Mr Chundrigar, the leader of the Muslim League
parliamentary party, to form a government. The League had
now come out in favour of One Unit. Chundrigar gained the
support of the Republicans (or some of them). He also brought
in Fazl-ul-Huq’s Krishak Praja Party and some Hindu leaders.
Six days after Suhrawardy’s departure, Chundrigar was sworn
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in as Prime Minister. He was able and honest, absolutely
straight though not brilliant. The cleverest man in the new
ministry was Mumtaz Daultana who had a first-class brain. I
hoped that the new government could survive until we were
able to hold general elections in February 1959 though I was
worried that the ministry had to rely upon Republican support.
The Republicans had turned out to be an unprincipled lot.

A state visit had been arranged to Jordan, Portugal and
Spain. I had already been compelled to cancel the Jordan part
of the visit because of the political crisis but, as soon as the
Chundrigar Cabinet were in the saddle, I set out to Europe. I
stayed a few days in England and France and then arrived in
Portugal. At once I started getting telegrams from Chundrigar
complaining that the Republicans were up to old game of
intrigue. However, I went ahead with the visit as planned.
When I returned to Karachi, there was Mr Chundrigar on the
airfield. He was very unhappy and said that the coalition had
almost broken down. I burst out: “Look: on the one hand you
say that the President is only for show. On the other hand, you
make him do all the dirty work. Why on earth should I come
into this?”

Chundrigar insisted that the situation required my help
and guidance. So, once again, I sent for Dr Khan Sahib and
demanded to know what the trouble was about this time. Dr
Khan Sahib produced a few newspaper cuttings and said that
they proved that Chundrigar and Daultana were damaging the
interests of the Republican Party in order to further the Muslim
League. I read the speeches through carefully and could not see
any harm in them. I said: “Look, the Muslim League has been
in existence for umpteen years. You only have a two-year old
show. Why shouldn’t they try to gain support for their party?
Why can’t you do the same?” The Republicans’ contention was
that, during the period of coalition, there was an understanding
that neither the Republicans nor the Muslim League should
speak in support of his own party. To my mind, this was
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absurd. I told Khan Sahib that it was high time he and his
party stopped behaving like children. The whole affair would
have been laughable except that their unending pranks were
making the existence of any government impossible and doing
terrible damage to Pakistan. But the Republicans had made up
their minds to break off relations with the Muslim League. Mr
Chundrigar handed in his resignation.

I asked him to continue for another month in the hope
that Imightbe able to do something. I just could not understand
why it was that Khan Sahib and Suhrawardy were now as thick
as thieves. I tackled Dr Khan, saying: “One day you are kicking
each other and the next day you are blood brothers.”

He replied: “This is politics.” In his heart of hearts, Dr
Khan hated the Muslim League. This came out clearly in our
interview. I told him that he could not go on like that but I could
not do anything. At this point, I even offered to resign if that
would clear the air. But it was no use.

I was determined to keep Khan Sahib and Suhrawardy,
the main organizers of difficulties, out of office. I sent for Sir
Firoz Khan Noon. He was in London at that time but his friends
told him to return and he came back in a hurry.

I had realized for some time that Republican tactics
were designed to get them back into power. I had to have a
government and I knew that the Republicans would have the
support of the Krishak Sramik Party (Suhrawardy was also
supporting them without wanting to come into the ministry).
Sir Firoz was a great gentleman. He was absolutely honest and
well-meaning but he did not have the capacity to be the Prime
Minister of an impossible country as Pakistan had become. He
was not up to all theintrigue that were rampant everywhere. He
had lost his toughness and things continued in a very slipshod
manner.

As the year 1957 ended, I issued a stern warning to the
nation. Speaking to the citizens of Karachi on 27 December,
I condemned “our much too frequent political crises”. I went
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on: “I deeply regret the frequent changes in the government
and am definitely of the view that they are doing immense
disservice to the country.... We have to do our utmost to allow
democracy a free hand provided always that the safety of the
country is not endangered. Instability is bound to reflect on the
administration which, I am afraid, has gone down considerably
since the Partition. But the price had to be paid for running
on democratic lines a country where the percentages of literacy
are very low which, in turn, considerably weakens the control
of the electorate on those in power.... We must concentrate
on spreading education amongst our people.... I agree that we
must try to get out of this transitional stage and have general
elections as early as possible. But I must warn you that, unless
you all exert yourselves and ensure that only patriots and men
with character, ability, and honour are returned, the country
will be in a worse condition than ever.”

I reminded the people of my own responsibility as their
elected President: “Disruptive elements.... are masquerading
under innocent pseudonyms. No President of Pakistan, towhom
the safety of the countryis entrusted under the constitution, can
allow the country to be run and destroyed by these disruptive
elements.”

In February 1958, Daultana and Chundrigar conceived
the idea of bringing about a merger of the political groups in the
West Pakistan.

I received the following letter from Daultana:

Karachi
20.2.58

My dear General Sahib,

I believe Mr Chundrigar is also going to Lahore on Saturday,
namely on 23rd. If it is not possible to talk with him today
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perhaps you can direct him to meet you in Lahore. But this
suggestion may only come from you.

Till everything is agreed, I would request that it may not be
mentioned to others who saw and approved of the drafts. Many
people are quick to feel ignored and left out.

I am leaving for Lahore tonight at 9 p.m. I shall be most grateful
if I can have an opportunity to meet you this evening for a few
minutes.

I can only press the necessity for definite decision and assured
action. My own personal loyalty may please be considered, I
beg you, beyond the slightest doubt.

With deepest respects and love,
Yours always,
Mumtaz

Attached to this letter was the draft outline of the programme
“to consolidate patriotic forces in the country.” There was also
a list of names of those who would be the candidates of this
coalition in an election. The first name on the list was that
of Bahadur Khan, brother of General Ayub Khan, who had
welcomed Dr Khan Sahib at the gate of the jail on his release
calling him “Uncle” and had then turned against him in the
West Pakistan Assembly. The programme and the names are
given as an appendix to this chapter. Nothing came to this plan.
I mention this as an example of the way in which the politicians
continually sought to involve me in party politics.

And so, the game went on. In West Pakistan, the Chief
Minister, Abdur Rashid, resigned and joined the central
government. Qizilbash became the third Chief Minister. Dr
Khan Sahib was assassinated in his house at Lahore. With all
his faults, he was a fine man and a loveable character; above all
he was, in his own way, a patriotic Pakistani. The position in
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East Pakistan was becoming intolerable. There was a continual
struggle between the Awami League and the Krishak Sramik
Party (KSP). Fazl-ul-Huq had been Governor of East Pakistan
since 1956. He dismissed the provincial cabinet on 31 March
1958. Mr Huq was then removed from the Governorship. In
June 1958, the Awami League ministry was defeated. There
was a KSP government for a few days and then they lost
control. The Awami League came back and fell immediately.
Two ministries went out of office within one week. Governor’s
rule was imposed again. It was clear to me that things could not
go on like this much longer.
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER V

Daultana’s draft programme and list of election candidates

1. To consolidate patriotic forces in the country, to meet threats and
dangers to the solidarity and unity of Pakistan, to promote justice, efficient

administration and democratic values and to ensure the speedy holding of -

free and fair general elections, a Coalition of the following parties: -

1. (blank)
2. (blank) = .
has been formed in the National Assembly and the Assembly of the West

Pakistan.

2, This Coalition will support the Ministry headed by Malik Firoz Khan
Noon in the National Assembly and the Ministry headed by (blank) in the
West Pakistan Assembly.

3. A committee consisting of the following (blank)
is set up to supervise, promote and take final decisions with respect to
the functioning of the Coalition in all respects.

4. Itshall be the function of the Committee to consolidate the Coalition
as an electoral alliance between the Political Parties composing the Coalition,
to see that an agreed list of candidates is prepared and accepted by the
political parties composing the Coalition for the forthcoming general elections
and to ensure the support of the coalescing Political Parties to the selected

candidates.

Sardar Bahadur Khan (Hazara)
Abdul Qayyum Khan (Peshawar)
Yusuf Khattak (Kohat)

M.R. Kayani (Bannu)

M.A. Khuhro (Larkana)

Allah Bachayo Talpur (Hyderabad)
G.B. Raisani (Baluchistan)
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Qazi Muhammad Isa (Baluchistan)

Sardar Muhammad Ayub (Rahimyarkhan)
Ch. Farzand Ali (Bahawalpur)

Pir Makhad (Attock)

Sh. Fazal Illahi (Sargodha)

Kh. Safder (Sialkot)

Sh. Nasir Ahmad (Sialkot)

Malik Abdul Aziz (Sialkot-Muhajir)

Ch. Muhammad Hussian Chatha (Sheikhupura)
Ch. Salahuddin (Gujranwala)

Soofi Abdul Hamid (Sheikhupura-Muhajir)
Mian Amiruddin (Lahore)

Ch. Azizuddin (Lyallpur)

S.M. Illahi (Lyallpur)

Syed Ali Hussain Gardezi (Multan)

Rana Gul Muhammad Noon (Multan)

Ch. Muhammad Hanif (Multan-Muhajir)
Begum Shah Nawaz (Ladies)

Suitable candidates representing Karachi can be suggested later.
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THE FINALE

During these difficult times, I was constantly assured by General
Ayub Khan, the Commander-in-Chief that the armed forces
were behind me, ready to back me up if necessary. I regarded
Ayub Khan as a reliable and trustworthy friend. During April
1958, he stayed in my house during important military planning
discussions. On his departure, he wrote me the following note:

My dear President,

Please allow me to congratulate you on the decision you
gave on the higher control set-up for the defence forces. In doing
so, you have shown tremendous courage and wisdom and have
done the defence forces and the country a great service. History
will have cause to be proud of you. I, personally, am indebted to
you for choosing me to shoulder this responsibility. Let us hope
thatIshall come up to your expectations. I can promise my very
best effort. Once again, I thank you and the Khanum for your
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kind hospitality during my stay here. As usual, I have been very
comfortable.

With respects,
Yours Sincerely,
M.A. Khan

During the summer months, our economic situation
deteriorated. In the Punjab, there were more quarrels and
feuds between Qizilbash and his enemies. Abdul Qayyum Khan
(former Chief Minister of the NWFP) had become the leader of
the Muslim League after the death of Nishtar and spent his time
making violent and irresponsible speeches. In Bengal, when a
meeting of the Provincial Assembly was called in September,
the Deputy Speaker was assaulted and died of his injuries. Sir
Firoz Khan Noon did nothing.

As it happened, Mr Adnan Menderes, Prime Minister of
Turkey, was making a visit to Formosa (Taiwan) at this time. He
halted at Karachi for a couple of days to see me. One evening,
he said he wanted to talk to me in confidence. We walked by
ourselves in the garden. He told me that his ambassador had
reported that Pakistan was going down the drain. Mr Menderes
said: “You are our ally and naturally we are very worried and
concerned about the future of your country. There comes a time
whenthe Head of Statemayhavetotrytosave his country at the
risk of his life or any other risk. From what I have heard from
our embassy, that time has come in Pakistan. Your Excellency
must do something, I speak as your friend and the friend of
your country.”

I replied: “I have been thinking on these lines, too. I am
not exactly clear as to the best course. The elections are only
three or four months away. Once the elections are held, the
politicians can do what they like.”

Menderes answered: “You must not say that, as though
you don’t care whether your country goes to the dogs or not. You
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have got to hold your country together.” Poor Mr Menderes, he
was to suffer a worse fate than mine. He was executed for trying
to serve his country.

I now had to take my decision. We had reached a point
where public meetings were being held outside the President’s
House at which politicians shouted abuse and threats at me

personally while the loudspeakers directed the speech straight-

at my house. Among those demagogues was Abdul Qayyum
Khan. There were two courses open to me. I could suspend
the constitution, as Ghulam Muhammad had done, or I could
abrogate it finally. If I took the first course, this would mean
having one court case after another as had happened in 1954.
I said to myself: why go through all that again? I decided
that my best course would be to abolish the constitution and
immediately to ask the Chief Justice, Muhammad Munir, to set
to work drafting a new constitution. I proposed to follow the
American system of a presidential executive and a legislature.
Considering the peculiar situation in Pakistan, I would have
preferred some kind of indirect election of the President.

_ As regards the politicians, after Khan Sahib’s death
about three months before, the Republican Party was virtually
finished. It had no other real leaders. Suhrawardy was probably
the only alternative; he was a very good parliamentarian. I knew
that I could not trust him but still he was the best man. I would
get the backing of Daultana and Qizilbash though most of the
Muslim League were after my blood because they erroneously
supposed that I had had a hand in creating the Republican
Party. But, for the interim period, it was best to exclude the
politicians from the government and function with a cabinet
of civilians and army leaders. For I supposed that I could rely
on the support of the army after Ayub Khan’s assurances. In
addition, General Musa swore that he would shed his last drop
of blood for me and General Burki made a similar promise of
loyalty which he repeated to my wife. About mid-September,
I informed General Ayub that I was contemplating action.
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General Ayub concurred and he then disappeared to Gilgit, a
place where there were no troops. Perhaps his idea was to show
that he had no hand in the coming revolution.

I prepared for the event by writing out a long
proclamation, explaining why martial law was necessary. I
called General Yahya, the Chief of the General Staff, and ordered
to show it to General Ayub. When Ayub saw that I had named
him as Chief of Martial Law Administrator, this brought him
back to Karachi. He arrived on 5 October and came to see me.
I said that the country had to be saved and we all had to work
very hard. Ayub replied that his loyalty was with me and he
would do anything I asked.

Then came the events which triggered off the takeover.
On 6 October, the Khan of Kalat attempted to launch a
rebellion. He had some wild ideas of setting up a Baluch empire.
Fortunately, we were prepared. I ordered military action to be
taken and the Khan was deposed and placed in confinement.

Sir Firoz Khan Noon needed to strengthen the Bengali
element in his Cabinet. He selected two new ministers and
brought them alongto my office where they were sworn in during
the morning of 7 October. In the evening, Sir Firoz informed
me that they had resigned. I inquired what had happened. He
replied that both menhad asked for the Ministries of Industries
and Commerce. He was not prepared to hand over both these
portfolios to the newcomers; so they had resigned. I observed
that we could draw the obvious conclusion; they wanted to
make money and were not interested in working for the country.
I was very glad that their resignations had been accepted. We
could not go on working in this manner.

I came to the conclusion that this was the end of the
road so far as the parliamentary democracy in Pakistan was
concerned. That evening, at 10:30 p.m., my proclamation was
issued to the public and the press. Orders were issued to the
troops the same evening. We ordered an additional infantry
brigade and an armoured regiment into Karachi. That was
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more than enough, together with the troops already on hand.
In fact, there were no disturbances whatsoever.

There was no pressure on me from the army to declare
martial law. The proclamation was written by me in my own
handwriting without the help of anyone. It was typed out only a
few hours before it was issued. As this statement contained my
considered views on the problems of Pakistan, I reproduce it in
full:

0 For the last two years, I have been watching, with
the deepest anxiety, the ruthless struggle for power, corruption,
the shameful exploitation of our simple, honest, patriotic and
industrious masses, the lack of decorum, and the prostitution
of Islam for political ends. There have been a few honourable
exceptions. But being in a minority they have not been able to
assert their influence in the affairs of the country.

0 These despicable activities have led to a
dictatorship of the lowest order. Adventurers and exploiters
have flourished to the detriment of the masses and are getting
richer by their nefarious practices.

o Despite my repeated endeavours, no serious
attempts have been made to tackle the food crises. Food has been
a problem of life and death for us in a country which should be
really in surplus. Agriculture and land administration have been
made a handmaiden of politics, so that in our present system of
government no political party will be able to take any positive
action to increase production. In East Pakistan, on the other
hand, there is a well-organized smuggling of food, medicines
and other necessities of life. The masses there suffer due to the
shortages so caused in, and the consequent high prices of, these
commodities. Import of food has been a constant and serious
drain on our foreign exchange in the last few years, with the
result that the Government is constrained to curtail the much-
needed internal development projects.

0 Some of our politicians have lately been talking
of bloody revolution. Another type of adventurer among
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them thinks it fit to go to foreign countries and attempt direct
alignment with them which can only be described as high
treason.

o The disgraceful scene enacted recently in the East
Pakistan Assembly is known to all. I am told that such episodes
were common occurrences in pre-Partition Bengal. Whether they
were or not, it is certainly not a civilized mode of procedure. You
do not raise the prestige of your country by beating the Speaker,
killing the Deputy Speaker and desecrating the National Flag.

o The mentality of the political parties has sunk so
low that I am unable any longer to believe that elections will
improve the present chaotic internal situation and enable us to
form a strong and stable Government capable of dealing with the
innumerable and complex problems facing us today. We cannot
get men from the Moon. The same group of people who have
brought Pakistan to the verge of ruination will rig the elections
for their own ends. They will come back more revengeful because
I am sure the elections will be contested mainly on a personal,
regional and sectarian basis. When they return, they will use
the same methods which have made a tragic farce of democracy
and are the main cause of the present widespread frustration in
the country. However much the administration may try, I am
convinced, judging by shifting loyalties and the ceaseless and
unscrupulous scramble for office, the elections will be neither
free nor fair. They will not solve our difficulties. On the contrary,
they are likely to create greater unhappiness and disappointment
leading ultimately to a really bloody revolution. Recently, we
had elections for the Karachi Municipal Corporation. Twenty
per cent of the electorate exercised their votes and, out of them,
about fifty per cent were bogus votes.

o We hear threats and cries of civil disobedience in
order to retain private volunteer organizations and to break up
the One Unit. These disruptive tendencies are a good indication
of their patriotism and the length to which politicians and
adventurers are prepared to go to achieve their parochial aims.
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o “Our foreign policy is subjected to unintelligent
and irresponsible criticism not for patriotic motives but from
selfish viewpoints often by the very people who were responsible
for it. We desire to have friendly relations with all nations but
political adventurers try their best to create bad blood and
misunderstandings between us and countries like the U.S.S.R.,
the U.AR. and the People’s Republic of China. Against India,
of course, they scream for war knowing full well that they will
be nowhere near the firing lines. In no country in the world
do political parties treat foreign policy in the manner it has
been done in Pakistan. To dispel the confusion so caused, I
categorically reiterate that we shall continue to follow a policy
which our interests and geography demand and that we shall
honour all our international commitments which, as is well
known, we have undertaken to safeguard the security of Pakistan
and, as a peace-loving nation, to play our part in averting the
danger of war from this troubled world.

o For the last three years, I have been doing my
utmost to work the Constitution in the democratic way. I have
labored to bring about coalition after coalition, hoping that
it would stabilize the administration, and that the affairs of
the country would be run in the interests of the masses. My
detractors, in their dishonest ways, have on every opportunity,
called these attempts Palace Intrigues. It has become fashionable
to put all the blame on the President. A wit said the other day,
“if it rains too much it is the fault of the President and if it does
not rain it is the fault of the President.” If only I alone were
concerned, I would go on taking these fulminations with the
contempt they deserve. But the attention of these traitors and
unpatriotic elements is to destroy the prestige of Pakistan and
the Government by attacking the Head of the State. They have
succeeded to a great extent, and, if this state of affairs is allowed
to go on, they will achieve their ultimate purpose.

o My appraisal of the internal situation had led
me to believe that a vast majority of the people no longer have
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any confidence in the present system of Government and are
getting more and more disillusioned and disappointed and
are becoming dangerously resentful of the manner in which
they have been exploited. Their resentment and bitterness are
justifiable. The leaders have not been able to render them the
service they deserve and have failed to prove themselves worthy
of the confidence the masses have reposed in them.

0 The Constitution which was brought into being
on 23.March 1956, after so many tribulations, is unworkable.
It is full of dangerous compromises, so that Pakistan will
disintegrate internally if the inherent malaise is not removed.
To rectify them, the country must first be taken to sanity by a
peaceful revolution. Then, it is my intention to collect a number
of patriotic persons to examine our problems in the political
field and device a Constitution more suitable to the genius of the
Muslim people. When it is ready, and at the appropriate time, it
will be submitted to the referendum of the people.

o It is said the Constitution is sacred. But more
sacred than the Constitution or anything else is the country and
the welfare and happiness of its people. As Head of the State, my
foremost duty before my God and the people is the integrity of
Pakistan. It is seriously threatened by the ruthlessness of traitors
and political adventurers whose selfishness, thirst for power
and unpatriotic conduct cannot be restrained by a government
set up under the present system. Nor can I any longer remain a
spectator of activities designed to destroy the country. After deep
and anxious thought, I have come to the regrettable conclusion
that I would be failing in my duty if I did not take steps, which
in my opinion, are inescapable in present conditions, to save
Pakistan from compete disruption. I have, therefore, decided
that:

a) The Constitution of 23 March 1956, will be abrogated.

b) The Central and Provincial Governments will be
dismissed with immediate effect.

¢) The National Parliament and Provincial Assemblies will
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be dissolved.

d) All political parties will be abolished.

e) Until alternative arrangements are made, Pakistan will
come under Martial law. I hereby appoint General Muhammad
Ayub Khan, Commander-in-Chief, Pakistan Army, as the Chief
Martial Law Administrator and place all the Armed Forces of
Pakistan under his command.

To the valiant Armed Forces of Pakistan, I have to say
that “having been closely associated with them since the very
inception of Pakistan, I have learned to admire their patriotism
and loyalty. I am putting a great strain on them. I fully realise
this. But I ask you, officers and men of the Armed Forces — on
your service depends the future existence of Pakistan as an
independent nation and bastion in these parts of the Free World.
Do your job without fear or favour and may God help you.”

0 To the people of Pakistan I talk as a brother and

a fellow-compatriot. Present action has been taken with the
utmost regret but I have had to do it in the interests of the
country and the masses; finer men than whom it is difficult to
imagine. To the patriots and the law-abiding, I promise you will
be happier and freer. The political adventurers, the smugglers,
the black-marketeers, the hoarders, will be unhappy and their
activities will be severely restricted. As for the traitors, they had
better flee the country if they can, and while the going is good.”*
NextdayIwrote to the heads of friendly governments: to

the Shah-in-Shah (Shahenshah) of Iran, President Eisenhower
of the United States, Prime Minister Menzies of Australia, and
Prime Minister Harold Macmillan of Great Britain. I informed

% Ayub Khan in Friends Not Masters, Pg 71. — asserts that I “hummed
and hawed’ about making Ayub Chief Martial Law Administrator, and
only gave him a letter of appointment ‘two or three days after 7 October.”
In this case his deviation from the truth is beyond question, because his
appointment — together with his dismissal of the Prime Minister (which
Ayub says was his idea) were both in the proclamation of 7 October
reproduced above.
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them why I had felt compelled to proclaim martial law, and I
emphasized that this would be of short duration. My intention
was to lift the martial law after a month, and then proceed to
introduce a new constitution. The heads of these governments
replied, wishing me success in my task. Here is the personal
message I received from Mr Macmillan:

“I thank you, Mr President, for your message received
through the United Kingdom High Commissioner in Karachi.
You may be confident of the close and continuing interest of
the Government of the United Kingdom in the prosperity and
progress of Pakistan. I note that the continuance of Martial Law
will be for the shortest period possible, and I am glad to have
your assurance that Pakistan will continue to honour all her
commitments and to remain loyal to the free world.” (9 October
1958).

I also wrote a letter to Sir Firoz Khan Noon, explaining
that I had to bring in martial law as, in my judgement, there
was no other way out to save the country. I expressed my regret
that I had to do this at the time when he was Prime Minister.

I had entrusted General Ayub Khan with the actual task
of implementing martial law, and he began to issue a number
of ordinances. On 8 October he made a broadcast in which
he announced: “You may not know, but I refused on several
occasions the late Ghulam Muhammad’s offer to take over the
country.” If this was news to the people of Pakistan it was news
to me also.

On 15 October I gave a long press conference to foreign
and Pakistani journalists. The report in The Times (London)
next day observed that: The President, informally dressed in
white drill.... Talked with a sobriety and confidence unusual in
one who has launched a revolution just seven days old. “I did
not want to doit, I assure you.” He said. “For a long time, I went
on hoping that something good would turn out, but things only
went from bad to worse.” The Dawn report (16 October) quoted
me saying “I shall run martial law for the shortest duration
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possible.... Then we shall have a national council of not more
than twelve to fifteen persons and run on that basis for some
time, to clean up the country.” I went on to indicate that thirty
or forty men of goodwill and experience would be asked to
frame a constitution. The censorship would be lifted and the
constitutional debate would be in the open.

General Ayub Khan did not like my declaration that
martial law must be lifted by 7/8 November. I could see no
reason for any longer duration: the country had accepted the
revolution with enthusiasm and I saw no reason why the public
or individuals should be punished to suffer unnecessarily.

General Ayub Khan believed differently and he went
out of his way to tone down the assurances I gave at my press
conferences on the 15th. On 17 October he issued a statement
as follows: “There seems to be a fear in the minds of the people
that if martial law is lifted soon the old order will return....
Let me assure everyone that, whereas martial law will not be
retained a minute longer than is necessary, it will not be lifted a
minute earlier than the purpose for which it has been imposed
has been fulfilled.”

It would take a clever man to understand when the “not
a minute longer..... not aminute earlier” time would arrive. The
Times interpreted the statement with the headline MARTIAL
LAW TO BE RETAINED (18 October 1958). In the same report,
The Times correspondent observed: “General Ayub Khan'’s
statement this morning is in no sense a direct contradiction of
the President Mirza’s declaration on the same subject.... But,
with the subtlety of their kind, political observers are inevitably
comparing their terms with some care.” The Times noted that
“the President’s assurances were welcomed with relief by the
more liberal-minded;” but went on to suggest that a majority
would like General Ayub Khan and the army to stay in control
of the job of “clearing up the mess”.

I did not fully realise that General Ayub Khan and I were
moving apart in our thinking. Ayub Khan was a friend of mine
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of twenty years’ standing. I trusted him absolutely. Perhaps
that was a mistake. He could now see that the revolution
enjoyed overwhelming support from the public. He knew that
I was consulting with Chief Justice Munir on the form of a new
constitution. He knew that, if I had my way, the army would
soon march back to barracks. Obviously, he had his own ideas
about all this.

A day or two after martial law was declared, I began to
hear rumours that army officers were going into the Karachi
shops and forcing the shopkeepers to sell commodities at cheap
rates, threatening them with trouble if they refused. This was
reported to me by an English friend. I passed this on to General
Ayub Khan and he was not pleased. I was also being told that
now that General Ayub had been appointed as Chief Martial
Law Administrator with power flowing through his hands, he
was thinking that he could get rid of me. I dismissed this as an
absurd rumour: how could a friend of twenty years’ standing
behave like this?

During the two weeks after the revolution, I saw Ayub
Khan quite a few times. Then he departed for a tour to East
Pakistan. When he returned, his attitude to me seemed to have
changed a good deal. He could not look me in the eye. Also, it
was obvious that my telephone line was being tapped.

In his memoirs, Friends Not Masters, Ayub Khan
recounts that, when he returned from Dacca, he was met at
the airport by Major General Sher Bahadur with a report that
I had contacted Air Commodore Rabb over the telephone and
tried to persuade him to arrest three generals. I do not wish to
try to refuse all that General Ayub Khan has to say about me.
Those who know can speak the truth for themselves. But I must
say something about this story which is, of course, completely
untrue. I never spoke to Rabb over the telephone at this time
or any other time. Of the three generals I was supposed to
be wanting to arrest, two of them were seven hundred miles
away from Karachi in Rawalpindi. The third was in Karachi
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and was the Head of Intelligence. How on earth was an Air
Commodore supposed to be able to carry out this assignment
even supposing I had wanted the arrests made? The truth was
that Air Commodore Rabb was an embittered man. He had
hoped to become the commander of the Pakistan Air Force. But
he was a playboy and vastly inferior to the man we selected, Air
Commodore (later Air Marshal) Asghar Khan. I watched Asghar
Khan’s career personally. I had the highest regard for his ability
and integrity; so did the British officer whom he succeeded, Air
Vice-Marshal Cannon. So, because Rabb had been passed by
in favour of Asghar Khan, he felt he had a grudge against me.
After this incident, he obtained his reward: he was appointed
Pakistan’s Ambassador, first to Turkey and then to Lebanon.

However, all this time hidden from me. I continued
to leave all the day-to-day management of affairs to General
Ayub while I prepared the ground for the next stage in our
search for a constitution we could work efficiently. Meanwhile,
I carried out the pledge I had given at the news conference
to constitute a revolutionary council or cabinet. I prepared a
list of men untainted by the old party dogfight. They included
lawyers, businessmen, senior administrators and a rising
politician, new to office, Mr Z.A. Bhutto. There were to be
four Generals in this council and these I accepted on General
Ayub’s recommendation. The names of the new cabinet (twelve
altogether) were announced on October 25th. Two days later, on
the morning of 277th, the new team took the oath of office. Ayub
Khan was appointed Prime Minister. Perhaps it was because
he could now claim some constitutional legitimacy that Ayub
decided to move against me without further delay.

I had a last consultation with Chief Justice Munir. Early
in the evening of October 27th, Ayub Khan and Burki came
to see me and we all had drinks together in the garden. Both
appeared perfectly friendly and normal. I do not think that
Machiavelli could have faulted the manners of General Ayub
that evening. I then went out to meet my wife at the house of
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Mr Hassan Ispahani. My wife said that she was not feeling well,
so I took her back to the President’s House and we had a quick
dinner and retired to bed.

Atabout 10 p.m., one of the bearers knocked at the door
and announced that some generals were waiting below to see
me. I immediately put on my dressing gown and came out. I
was astonished to see a large number of troops in my garden
and lining the verandah brandishing sten guns and revolvers. I
could notimagine what all this was about. I went downstairs and
there I saw three Generals — Sheikh, Azam Khan, Burki — and
Major General Sher Bahadur. I asked what was going on: was
there trouble in East Bengal? (I was constantly apprehensive
aboutthat province.) They replied that they had come to talk to
me about a serious matter. I was to leave Pakistan.

I asked why. They simply replied that it would be in the
interest of the country. I would have liked to tell them to go
to hell. But I had no private army. I did not want to endanger
and upset my wife. I was forced to agree. Next morning, in the
newspaper, along with the announcement of the new cabinet,
in which General Ayub Khan accepted office as Prime Minister,
there also appeared a notice to the effect that I had resigned
and Ayub Khan was now President. The world was left to make
what it could of this contradiction.

Having gained my resignation at gunpoint, the three
generals left the subsequent dirty work to Sher Bahadur whose
manners were extremely bad. He tried to stampede us into
leaving the President’s House immediately. All around, they
were brandishing sten guns and revolvers in an attempt to
frighten my wife who refused to be frightened. We packed up
our things in an hour or so and madereadytoleave. A cavalcade
of military vehicles drove us to the airport. There I was met
by American Ambassador, Mr Langley, a personal friend. He
looked very disturbed and unhappy. Air Commodore Asghar
Khan was also present, looking miserable. We were then flown
to Quetta by a transport plane. We were lodged in the house of
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the head of the local administration of Baluchistan. We stayed
there for five or six days surrounded by army officers with
weapons. My wife became so furious by this display of arms that
she rebuked Sher Bahadur for threatening us and reminded
him that her Persian ancestors had been through there before
— as conquerors. After that, the guns were less in evidence.

At last we were told the following day (2 November) we
would be leaving Karachi for England. Before leaving Quetta,
I asked that two persons might be asked to meet us at Karachi
airport before our final departure: my son-in-law, Mahmood
Mirza, and Hassan Ispahani. This was not done though, by good
fortune, we ran into both of them before we left. My son-in-law
is employed by Pakistan International Airways and was on duty
at the time of our arrival while the Ispahanis had gone to meet
their daughter who was arriving from London. Besides them,
General Cawthorne had come to hear of our departure and so
had the Portuguese Ambassador. They were there to see us off.
We were delayed at the airport for seven hours as our BOAC
plane had engine trouble. Eventually, we left in a KLM plane.
From Amsterdam, we came to London where we stayed for
some days in a hotel before finding our own accommodation. If
it had not been for the kindness of friends, we would have been
in difficulties as our own money and valuables were confiscated
before we left Pakistan as were all my private papers and diaries.

And so, I ended my service to my country: banished
without warning. The army, which I had helped to make into
such a fine force, sent me off not with a guard of honour but
with a prisoner’s escort.

My only satisfaction was to feel that I had done what I
had to do.
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- AFTER TEN YEARS

For the last ten years, I have been living in London. Time goes
by slowly. I have nothing much to do. In the summer, I watch
cricket. I play bridge, I visit my friends. My circumstances are
too modest to permit me to travel much. Naturally, I think a
great deal about the past considering why events turned out as
they did. My wife tells me that my main fault was in trusting
those who did not return my trust. Certainly, I made mistakes.
Anyone in my position, during the years in which politics in
Pakistan went downhill, would have made mistakes. But, on
the main question of whether or not I should have carried out
the revolution, I do not think I was wrong.

Recently (1967), two books have appeared which purport
to tell us how the present state of Pakistan came into being:
President Ayub Khan’s Friends Not Masters and Chaudhari
Muhammad Ali’s The Emergence of Pakistan. I did not think
the (that) either of these gentlemen has said the last word on the
subject. Pakistan was created by Mohammad Ali Jinnah. But
independence also came with the result of sacrifices by Gandhi,
Motilal Nehru, Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana Muhammad Ali,
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Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Khan Sahib and hundreds of the others
who are totally unacknowledged in Pakistan today. Many of
those in Pakistan who claimed credit for leading “the Freedom
Struggle” in later years did little or nothing at the time. Some of
those who came to the top in the Muslim League after the death
of Quaid-e-Azam had only joined because they were refused
places in the Congress.

When Pakistan first cameinto being, I was puzzled about
which direction we were taking. Before we all left Delhi, I said
to the Quaid-e-Azam one day: “Sir, we are all agreed to go to
Pakistan but what kind of government are you going to have?
Are you going to have a type of government with the accent
on Islam?” “No — nonsense,” he replied, “I am going to have
a modern government.” So, I expected that we were going to
get a modern government where Islam would have its proper
place, where people could follow their religion in their private
life; not with religion being thrust down our throats for twenty-
four hours of the day. But people like Maulana Maudoodi, who
did their best to stop Pakistan come into being, tried to take
advantage of the new state with its Muslim majority to enforce
their own fanatical views.

The greatest danger in Pakistan is fanaticism. In the
West Pakistan, fanaticism is just under the skin: you have
only to scratch and it comes to the surface. A strong hand was
needed to direct this powerful force in a positive direction.
Unfortunately, it was not controlled that way. Those coming to
power thought they could play with Islam.

Sir Ivor Jennings advised us upon the legal form of the
constitution. Once, on a visit to Karachi, in a conversation, he
jokingly said that, when he next came to Pakistan, he expected
to see lots of people going around with no hands. He meant that
we should revive ancient Islamic practices of punishment by
mutilation. He was trying to give me a warning that there was
such a thing as accepting fanaticism by degrees.

When Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar was in the Cabinet, he
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actually suggested one day that every man during the period
of Ramadhan should be compelled to observe the fast and, in
every area, watchmen should go round early in the morning
during the period of Ramadhan to see that the people had risen
before dawn and were preparing to keep the fast. I said that
they had better not come to my house.

Then, during Nazimuddin’s premiership, all this
fanaticism flared up. I was compelled to take action because
the ministers just stood passively on one side. I was absolutely
sure that the Mullahs must not be allowed to run the country.
And this was how I made my entry into the political game.

When Iwent to East Bengal as Governor, there wasmuch
less religious fanaticism. There, the danger lay in Communism
which was being imported from Calcutta. As Governor, I did
not go out of my way to attend Islamic festivals and prayers just
to remind people that I was a Muslim; I knew that I was not
popular because of this but I did not intend to begin playing the
game of pretending to be pious in order to please the Mullahs.
Strictly speaking, there are no Mullahs in Islam; so their claim
that, under an Islamic constitution, they must be given a hand
in running the affairs of the state is all nonsense.

This kowtowing to fanaticism was one shortcoming of
the 1956 constitution: the other was the feeble imitation of the
Westminster type of parliamentary government. As a matter of
fact, Sir Ivor Jennings tried to persuade our politicians that they
ought to combine the parliamentary system with a permanent
executive, chosen for a fixed period, to provide continuity when
ministries were defeated in the Assembly. I appeared to be
alone in thinking that the Westminster system would have to be
modified before it would work properly; there was nobody that
I could find to join me in advocating alternatives. Even Ghulam
Muhammad was in favor of parliamentary government at first.
Later, I am quite sure that he became fed up with all the political
intrigues but he was too ill to take action.

I have often been accused of pushing the presidential
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system because I was the President myself and, by this change,
could keep myself in power. It is therefore worth reminding
my critics that I began to advocate a change long before there
was any possible thought of my becoming President. As far as I
can recall, I first put my views before the public in an interview
with the BBC which I gave in February 1955. This was widely
reproduced in the press at home and abroad (see, for example
Dawn, 9 February 1955). I will quote a few of my words at that
time: “For seven years we attempted to apply the British political
system in Pakistan; the result is there for everyone to see.....
Experience has thus shown that a radical change in our political
system is necessary. We are thinking of the American system,
with modifications to suit the special conditions prevailing in
Pakistan.”

The root cause of our difficulties lay in our educational
backwardness. Only 16 per cent of the population were literate.
What possible role was there for the illiterate masses in the
Westminster form of government? There is an old saying:
“democracy without education is hypocrisy without limitation”
and today no Muslim country has democracy of the type of our
1956 Constitution. I wanted very much to strengthen the village
panchayat system. When I went to Bengal, I found that the
village councils had become very corrupt. As I have recounted,
I arranged for a commission to study the Bengal situation and
they listed three priorities: agriculture development, medical
improvement and village reconstruction. It is a very great
pity that I was not left to govern Bengal for two or three years
because I had a great interest in the work and I am sure that I
could have done something to improve the conditions of the
poor people there.

The other political aspect of our educational situation
was the poor state of the university education. These were
the people — the intelligentsia — who ought to have provided
the leaders for our new nation. But they were thoroughly
demoralized. The students jumped on to the bandwagon of
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extremist politics. The professors and lecturers pandered to
them and education just went down and down. At election times,
the students abandoned their studies in order to campaign for
the political parties. I was very keen to move the university
away from the heated political atmosphere of Dacca. I wanted
them to have a campus which was a real university and not just
a part of the city. I would also haveliked to see the extension of
the public-school system, introduced by Atcherley in the West
Wing, and extended by me to the East Wing. This would have
meant that students would have entered the university with a
proper foundation of knowledge and training instead of in the
half-baked condition in which most of them arrived.

The civil service had been sucked into politics after ten
years of party-political intrigues. One of the most important
legacies left by the British was an independent civil service that
came with a high sense of duty and integrity. Under political
pressure, conscientious officers who were not afraid to speak
their minds were thrown out, and junior officers, willing to toe
the line, were promoted. This destroyed all the esprit de corps
and led to inefficiency as officers were afraid to voice an honest
opinion on difficult matters. All this became much worse under
Ayub Khan.

The Civil Service had more or less capitulated. That only
left us with the Army. I must confess that I could not think of
a solution to the problem of our political inadequacy. I wanted
a presidential executive at the top and the village panchayat
system as the foundation. But what in between? I would not
have favoured anything like Basic Democracy: with all its faults,
a wide franchise was the best safeguard against corruption in
elections. But I could not come up with the complete answer.
I needed time to work things out. And there was no time to
spare. Not long before his death, the Quaid-e-Azam told a
friend that he had not expected the British to transfer power for
fifty years. So, Pakistan arrived before Mr Jinnah expected and
before he had time to make proper plans for a political system
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for the Muslims of India. From the birth of Pakistan, one crisis
had followed another; the unexpected always following the
unexpected. I had to gain a breathing-space in order to consider
how we could work towards a genuine democracy in Pakistan.
I could expect no help from the politicians and, as I said in my
proclamation, “We cannot get men from the Moon.” And that

was why I turned to the Army with which I had been so closely

connected for so long.
What we had inherited from the old British-Indian

army was essentially an infantry force. Its human material
was excellent. But it was deficient in technical know-how. My
plan was to create a small but highly mobile army. In our first
commander-in-chief, Sir Douglas Gracey, we had a man who
understood the problem and how to resolve it. We had 250,000
armed tribesmen in Pakistan. Our relations with Afghanistan
were not too good. These tribes might throw in their lot with
the Afghans, if we were not careful. Then we had to face the
possibility of conflict with India and so we had to place a strong
guard over Lahore and Sialkot. Finally, we let ourselves in for
an open-ended war in Kashmir and Poonch. This increased
our problems tenfold. Altogether, it was necessary to maintain
a firm defence posture towards India while, at the same time,
holding ourselves ready and able to respond to any unexpected
move elsewhere.

We first created an armoured brigade from our existing
armour: this became one of the best armoured formations in
Asia. With this as our nucleus, when American help arrived in
the shape of Patton tanks, we were able to expand into a superb
armoured division, the “Shield of Pakistan”. In my time, we had
a good relationship with the Americans. We offered to go to
their help if trouble came but they made it clear that, what they
wanted from us, along with Iran and Turkey, was to provide
stability in a very sensitive and explosive sector of the world.
We did provide stability and security in the face of the threat
from Communism and, while insurrections broke out in the
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Middle East, South East Asia and the Far East, our part of the
world remained quiet.

It was a pity that we were in such a hurry to get rid of
good British officers, loyal to Pakistan, like Gracey. But as soon
as the Indian Army appointed its first Indian commander,
General Cariappa, our people began to get restive. Liaquat Ali
Khan appointed the Nationalization Committee to speed up
the handover to Pakistani officers. The great difficulty was that
our officers were much less well educated, professionally, than
those of the new Indian Army. Hardly any of our fellows had
been through the Staff College at Quetta: I think only General
Iftikhar had passed Staff College. Things were remedied when
we had Quetta going again but this was no help with regard to
our most senior Pakistani officers.

I cannot say how terribly I felt when the fine army we
had created was so badly damaged in the totally pointless
war with India in 1965. The rank and file and the officers up
to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, conducted themselves well.
They fought with bravery and resolution. But what are we to
say of the higher direction of the force? The worst episode was
the action in which the armoured division was launched forth
blind and sixty-five of the magnificent Patton tanks got bogged
down, leaving the division to beat an ignominious retreat. This
was the shameful and notorious “Patton-nagar”, as the Indians
called it, and the graveyard of the best armour.

Afterthe 1965 war, Ayub became a complete dictator and
must take the blame for all the corruption and inefficiency and
the alienation of the common man. He had taken over the entire
press and all the media publicity were used for his personal
publicity; he had absolute powers and this led to absolute
corruption on a scale perhaps unprecedented in the Indo-Pak
continent. Permits were the perquisites of high officials and
their families. Such an ingenious path to easy affluence had
never been known before.

I would have been happy if my service career had ended
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with my charge of the Ministry of Defence. But fate had other
things in store for me and I was destined to be the President of
Pakistan at a time when politicians were thinking of their own
interests instead of service to the country. I could have chosen
to sit back and do nothing. This would have been completely
constitutional under the 1956 Constitution. If I just wanted to
enjoy being President, irrespective of what happened to the
country, I could do this: indeed, I suppose that this is what
the politicians would have liked from a President, Nam ke
Waste! Instead, I chose to risk my future by getting rid of that
impossible 1956 constitution. When the revolution came, the
only person sticking his neck out was me. If the revolution had
misfired, I should have been the scapegoat and I alone.

In my proclamation issued on 7 October 1958, I could
have retained all power in my own hands, if I chose, at that
moment. There was nobody to stop me. Everyone was glad to
see the back of the party politicians. I was much better known
than any of the army leaders and I had a reputation for getting
things done. I doubt if they would have challenged me if I had
just given them their orders. But I had no desire to be a dictator.
I immediately delegated authority. I made it clear that martial
law would last only for the definite period of one month. But the
martial law administrators had no desire to hand back power.
They conspired to get me out of the way and then they kept
martial law going for another forty-four months till June 1962.

My hope is that the military control of Pakistan will
not be perpetuated. It is encouraging that two men who I first
selected as leaders — Mr Z.A. Bhutto and Air Marshal Asghar
Khan — are giving a lead to the people. But the old danger
of violence and anarchy is still there. The ordinary people of
Pakistan deserve to have a happy and prosperous future. They
are a fine people. It was their suffering, and not the suffering of
their leaders, which brought Pakistan into being. They deserve
to play their part in the governance of their country.
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Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza,
mother of Iskander Mirza’s six children.



Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza at home in PECHS, Karachi,
having tea. Courtesy, Humayun Mirza

_— —

Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza at home in PECHS, Karachi,
with her sewing machine. Courtesy, Humayun Mirza
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Wedding day.

Captain Iskander Mirza and
Rifaat Sherazi.
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Dilshad Begum, mother of
Iskander Mirza. Jinnah had
organized relief supplies with
her for Turkey during the
Balkan war in 1912.

Iskander Mirza’s
sister, Qamar Taj Begum.
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Major and Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza with their children Nurjehan,
Humayun, Zeenat, Fakhri, Taj and Enver
at Khyber House, Peshawar, 1944.
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Rifaat Sherazi at her engagement with Iskander Mirza.



)
N o
K
-5t
S

Bri: L. Rahin Khan
PRESIDENT & HOUSE,
RAawaLRINDI
o, 101 /7 / Cha
:]_5 aujust a9.

veer /{""- !"“""‘:

Eindély refer vo rour .ice=ion Cuted
5ta auw.ust, 1J09.

Tue rresicent
zoxr enuslin, your £
Under <he prev.:il
Tiet Jowr Iuth

C Jour request
Zesistene

£ considered
ra“urn to

v ISRT oy TecTszoSel -EInely

5ime- PEXT Feor-mmemw t-widd

T
TCKEe Up Tois C ac
<. the President.

be &zein corsicerac

W1ltA Tegures,

* CORSITENTILL

o

Begum Shahtaj Imam’s correspondence with

General Yahya Khan requesting permission for her father to visit

Pakistan and General Yahya's response.

IQBAL
FORUM



_ GHAW SALLACE PAXISTAN LIMITED, - : M

Sth August 1969

Dear Ur. President,
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I am the youngest daughter of Mej. Gonaral
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Begum Shahtaj Imam’s letter to General Yahya Khan
requesting permission for her father t o visit Pakistan.
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- FROM THE PRINCIPAL, AITCHISON COLLEGE, LAHORE.

TELEPHONES: {
TELEGRAMS: "DIPLOMA, LAHORE."

et e o . i

0.8077
R. 8803

NO.P/1534,/A-92. 5th Juﬂe, 1953,

Dear Begum Sahibah,

Our gria=f at the tragic death of Anwar
Mirze is wory zrost indeed, ‘

T e enclosing a post copy of the telegrem
sent to ycu this morning ard also a copy of the
prayer sald ai the issemdly,

Plezse convey our desp feeling of sorrov
*o Colonel 3shidb and other merbars of the fanmily,

Zncl:As above.
Yours sincersly,
Begun Igkander Mirza Sahibah, ¥ ..et A

203-4, E.I.Lines,
Ka achi. (Sayyid Zulfigar Ali)

Principal.

Condolence letter from the Principal, Aitchison College, to
Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza on the death of her son,

FO Enver Mirza. (A)
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Condolence letter from the Principal, Aitchison College, to

Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza on the death of her son,

FO Enver Mirza. (B)
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ISKANDER MIRZA’S
DEATH CONDOLED

KARACIII, Nov. 14: Mr.

Zulfitar Al Bhulto, Chale-

man of the Paklstan Peoplc's Party (I'PP) loday Jssued (he
followlng Press statement condoling the death of ex-Prest-

dent Iskander Mirza:

‘Ex-President Iskander Miza,
onr first clected President under
the 1956 Constitution who expir
ed in London and is to receive
a State funeral in Teheran, was
a man of charming and graci
ous personality. 1 met him Jast
month in London and [ound
him to be in poor health. He
was anxious to rcturn home
even briefly. I am indeed sorry
to hear of his sudden demise
I cxlend to his wile and family
our profound sortow and prav
that his soul rest in peace’.

Begum Liaquat Ali Khan, in

a condolence message sent  to

Beeum Iskander Mirza  today,
said:

‘In sincerc and deepest sor-
row 1 send you iy heartfelt
sympathies and condolences in
the great loss you bave suffer
ed. Aay Allah give you flis
comfort and courage in bearing
this hcavy loss and to the de
parted soul 1lis peace and bless

ings’.

i‘h‘. M. A 1L Ispahani, a for-
mer Centra) Industries Minis-
ter, in a sfalement saic: “1 was
the only Pakistani, beside Mah-
moeod Mirza, lLis  son-in-Jaw
who saw Iskander lcave the soil
of Pakiston  on November 2,
1958. 1 shall be leaving for
‘Teheran to be present al his
burial on Monday.

‘1 deeply mourn his demise
with the members of his fami-
Iy, whose sortow [ share,

‘Thronghout his exile, 1 made
it a point o see him and spend
maost ol mv lime in Fngland in
his company.

‘I am glad that he is beinp
[aceorded  a Stale funeral in
Tran, allthough he was nothing
more than a private citizen of
Pakistan, holding: an ordinary
‘passpott and haud died not in
. Iran hut in London.

‘May JIskander’'s soul 1est in
eternal peace and may his fami-
ly Lear  the catasirophe with
submission and patience.
Amcen.’

Princess  Abida  Sulan, a
Council Muslim League lcader
today said she was deeply gricy-
ed at the death of Maj-Gen
Iskander Mirza in London.

In a statement she said: “l
share the pain with his bereav-
ed family, and mourn the loss
as a danghter and  sister, in
equal proporlion to fhe sincere
and warn friendship T enjoye
during his life-1ime.

“The political mislakes, blun
ders, or damages, attribuled to

“himn, were {ully shared by many

a self-appointed adviser  anrl
‘well-wishers' of the nation,
who combined (o collectively
misadvise, misinform, misleac
and take the meanest advantage
of his trust and confidence in
them.

“They have reaped the [ullest
hatvest and are thriving on it
without question or blame. Gen.
Mirza alone paid the price of
this defame while his innocent
family sufler in silence with

great dianity and fortitnde,
“During his lifetime, it was
for him to defend or cxplain
his actions. after his death, let
him who has not dined, wined
supported, adulated, aind active-
ly parlicipated in perpelialing
those alleged crimes, cautionsly
refrain from publicly offering
his condolences amd sympathics
to (he bereaved.
» My relationship being entirely
personal, I take the opportunity
of paving my sincerest homag:
fo those of his nohle qualitics
which remain enshrined deeply
in my heart, even afler he s
gone.” =11,

Sl g

Condolences from from Z.A. Bhutto, M.A.H. Ispahani, Begum
Raana Liaquat Ali Khan and Princess Abida Sultan of Bhopal.
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Points for Sairats

1. Tell Bagus I may not be oble 10 FUPPOTL ber sof the children
1n the same wmy 89 bafore. )

2. Ny vife's CanT. 1 will psy the belance Rs. 7000/- to Peruxb,
he car shouls be given 8sd 8 presnt to Mar Jehan fros wy
;ﬂo. The pepers Bs. the car way be witd you, If mot ey

ost.

3. 43 regsrds my vife's house at Deth Island, Khe wvosld bave
Jiked to complets 1t and than rent gut and thes childrwa
could have 1ived on it.Det ss this 1s no langer posaidle ,
1t wight be sold end ths proceeds Xept for M hid Dhans
ss it wes hor mODey {res “hich the house was belng constrsste
ted. Eouse smay be 301d MY Wfid or Bassan.

4, e Bouse st Pead PICES belongs to De . My s@vice 1s
she coold sell it and vith proceeds either tuild & a1l
nouse or rant 8 flat. After Juxhei 's marrisge , ahe vill .

not need & big hoosa,

<~ B, I bave to pay s bouse w1lding Loan sdout Rs. 15000/~ «
6. 1 have to pey Ellekha sbout Rs. 6000/ ’
Vel 1 have to pay Samid Tsilor edowt Bs. 800/~

8. !dowtnwhwmmbunw\n’ddubun and e
eontrsctor.Dils san be éove fros the sale proceeds of the
. Ecuse st Bath Islang.

P!
9., There 1» lot wood , bath roae rittings ete.y lying 1o the
" rresicents’ Breve. This might de s01d by wlid or Basma
Pm-

10. The stuff lying in the bouse mey o soied 1f permiessble
may by sent to Mglasd, 1If vot say tanded gber lsphanis

for stwzaie,

11, Bowe PRotogrephe {ven to me permrally, They are in the
big Dining Boow of the President’s Eouse.
1. senhowver,
41, Bhab of Ires,
114, King of Afghanistan.

. Kr, @mlas M
1 wnld 1ike to have thes 1f possible.
12. Toere must be other Gues oving to President Bouse.

13, Y s amxious Do outstandings private or Oovermmsent resain

unpeid, (54 ,4-,.4 AL Lo

14, |About Medding presnt te- from me personally to Sherno the
only thing I can do nov 15 to vequest that fros sy gens
1, Cos pair Cirurehily
\z - 3 4 Fifle vith Tedworpe (Newesish kuovs hich)
C“'-—-’s
w

ol X ST rﬂ’ély'fn“" s w2
o TR o\
e A

LCe. KM Shewu
s ™~ Lo

Cs Na.«..aa‘b-knblut:- &“dﬁ__(}{u(h
¢ lek H S -

r -
¥a Gen, Rtd.
N A Netander Xirsa.

3'{&/ )

/

Iskander Mirza - Instructions for his
Secretary, Nusrat, from exile.
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80 IR RIS TR T oM P pap e
OmaFRHreshl -
1 remember, élways with a little:

sadness, meeting the late President
Iskander Mirza (for whom [ had
great affection) at Lord's in 1974
when [ was the manager of the
Pakistan cricket team. lle was
standing in a queue, during the
lunch interval, waiting his turn to
buy a sandwich. I went to him and
said: “What are you doing here Sir.
please come up to the dressing-
room and have lunch with the
tcam.” He declined politelv.” At
least come and watch the match
with us.” He told me not to worry
about him. He showed not the
slightest sign of distress that he
should be standing in a queue. On
the contrary, I was the one who was
embarrassed. And he went up in my
estimation. He did not need to be
treated asa VIP, He wasa VIP.

Obituary from Lt. Gen.
S.M.A. Faruki

Obituary by Omar Kureishi.
Reminiscing his meeting with
Iskander Mirza at Lords
in 1964.

Gen (retired) S.MA. Faruki,
yesterday  expressed  profound

Gen Iskinder Mirza and des-

More condolences
on Mirza’s dealh

RAWALPINDI, Nov 16: Lt-

griecf over  the demise of Maj-

cribed his death as the loss of a
great Pakistani much maligned
and misunderstood Ly his coun-
brymen,

Paving profuse tributes to
Maj-Gen Iskander Mlirza, he
said: “Ue was generous to a
fault. He was simple and un-
obstructive. e was always
accessible * even to the most
lowly. Above all he was always
ready to forgive those who had
signed against him. In London
I never heard him once bemoan
his dethronement.  or speak ill
about those who - had betraved
him.

“As a [Driend  he wns consl-
derate and  aflegtionate. Noble
and regal birth *was stamped
uwll over him.

“I mourn his loss as a ereat
Pakistanl  much maligned and
misunderstood by his country-
men and as a friend and bro-
ther to 1me.

“May his soul rvest in peace.”
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DAWN
Our heads of state

IArdeshir Cowasj
November 14, 1999

HOW are they
remembered?

ajor General Iskander
Mirza: Born November 13,
1899, died November 13, 1969. Al
igood career officer, a well-known
political agent of Tank. After
partition he served, inter alia, as
our defence secretary, minister
of the interior, and governor of
East Pakistan. When Ghulam
Mohammad was deposed, the
politicians in power appointed
him as their fourth governor-
general, in which post he
remained from October 16, 1955,
to March 22, 1956, on which date
he became the first president off
Pakistan. On October 27, 1958,
(a date that was to be known for
some years as Revolution Day, a
public holiday) he was deposed
by his defence minister, General
Mohammad Ayub Khan.

He was exiled and sent to London,
where he worked for his living and
died an honourable man. He is
remembered with muted respect]
as a man to whom injustice was|
done.

Obituary by Sir Alec Douglas
Home, ex British Prime Minister,
in a London newspaper-.

Sir Alec
writesis—
"The mitthmdmc characteristics-

Doughs-ﬂome

g‘ﬁmﬁ Mét;“m were
yalty a sense ... For
;nm thme standards wetey abso-
ute. i
His smngxh Tay in his” ability
48" an ~administrator - ‘and " that
Pak:s:an is !;;;H f'omr ‘ation i3
oyhis; rmand sympa-,
thehc ha,ndf the emergenc
‘Pakistan m‘ T954 t;gewag
never Happy inCthe ways of
Pvl;\btsand hxsurm cas President
int-
me’g. ﬁ hpt Ec was
too’ big - 5 man! and fob Tobust to
allow “exile” 40 - damo  his’ zest for
living. - From Sandhurst -days he.
bad played cricket and . latterly
there was  seldom a itch at
Lord's that he did not attend and
follow’ w{th ﬂne eye oﬁ- the “con-

nmsseur & o juo™ o
.md he made many

3“ -miss

o’ne WHo~ wis t beét dnd most

loyal “of cumpanwﬂs Han

Excerpt from an article by Ardeshir Cowasjee:
Our heads of state - How they are remembered.

Dawn. November 1999



‘IA,Y(\IT»(:ENF,RAL Isk-
SF ander Mirzas tleath
will evoke quile a few me-
maotles ol what  douht-
loss wns an eveutful phase
in the natlows  polilie:
life Iie wielied a gueat
dral of mfhorilys even he-
fore he came Lo preside
over (his conntre, ‘thete ls
Fttle doubt that  he  was
cne of e few mon mos
responsinie for determin-
ins the rountis's potHieal
orlentaition in he period
thatl hesn affer the dis-
possal el The Bue Khealn
Razlimnddin fram the B

me  AHuolster's  offiee i
Aprih 1053 pd ended witly
his men Tall lnto oblivion
in Octobm 1958 Far a parl
af thls period whon he v
[he fort Governor Geneeld
ap Later, The Nred Presj

dent heeis believed tig ]y
o wrongrle, 1o e fuen
the mam arbiter of  fhe
cantifry'y pollfieal deating,
Thic v a3 a period of un

cortalnfv, 7L owas vere ery

cinl for 11 pave afse Mo
conmus mery o vllal o iR&ues
Cauthil the esuntry nain

Eafre ife ity in e [ace
af ler-reelal conflicts
e, Af sa, hoe? How far
domoeeraey was feasihle in
the conditions oblaining In
Paklsban and to what ex

tont M practlee conld be
veeone iled with The dicf-
tes af  polilieal  stabitily
and  povoernmental  eftl-
cirnev?  These were some
of the quesiiane thatl wele
fhien uppermos!  in (he
miids of the elifes and the
masers, N they Sl are. As
ono of (he chief chamelers
oaclgned by fale 1o act on
the poliieal  stage. Cien
Mirza plaved  a erneinl
part In determinihg the
anssors Lo fhese Ond olher
(pestinns,

DAWN

Sunday, November 16, 1960

Iskander Mirza

JI is the view of quite
a fiew people that by vitioe
of The tralnlng  (hat 1
reeefved as a polltical off
coer under the  eoloninl
administralion, he was nnt
foo well guatified to find
answers to the very infrl-
cale problems  of  soclal,
politieal aud ceononve e

ernisation  That  thig

country faced an heemn-
ing Independent  He was
unabln 1o psaat ans trusl
in the  polilieal  process,
and his  erilles maintain
that he frled to laok ot
poltleal matters from the
hureanerat’s anglo, A very
practical wman, Gen R
necor Insisted on heing re-
unrdml as o politieal fibe-
ral or as an ldeslislie ve-
former e disliked  the
frien of  plavinee (o 1he
eallory and seemed to like
the tmae of the “strong
man’ which the Western
Pross gonerally  pralecied
of Dm,  TIe won nniversal
recognition as ono expo-
uent of “eontrotled demo-
cracy”, althourzh {1t must
be sald That I was fefl 1o
his sneressor to rofine the
conceplt. Here | i {0 be
noled that he 1< nol The

anly or the most tmport-
ant pergon who promoted
the concenhiafion  of of-
foctive power I e hands
of The ureauerads. It was
a conjunetlon of clreims-
tanees  which  brousht
aboul the bureanerals’
condane His o3
pousibility, In the subje
tive sense, s reduced
e Cael that (here we
others who were woikh
assthonsiy - - and en
nlugly - - lowards {(he 2
sumplion of power hy 11
burenueats,,

We are not vel  sufl
elently  remole In Lim
from the period in whiet
Te was one of the prinel
pal wlelders of aulhority
aud ulthnalely the holder
of the hiphest alfice In the
Fand o he able 1o anticl-
pate hislory's venditt on
his performanes. U'he s
sessment of the 1ole he
Dlaved 18 A eonlrove sial
tiatber, bt it Is oa faet?
thal we do tol vet possres
a foll knowledie of «ll ile
1elovant facts hefore for
ming sueh an assessment
in a spiril of compicte oh-
feetleily, Tt has  beoen
sald tut he betrayed his
fitm bias  aoalnst demo
craecy and o <trong Wil o
personat power when In
1958 he  abrosaied  the
Constlintion he was sworn
tadefend Those who thus
acense him e prepaied
to concetle (hal The 1O
Constitotlon was an -
wrfeel  docmnent. it
hev hold that the Conert-
fulton contkd, with suilable
changes. have enahled he
catundry o take {he road
of democratle  evolution
The present is no oceasion
te evalnafe such opinlons
Nol. ali the facte and ma-
terdals that are neeessary
for one {o Inder the In-
wardness of the 1058 crl-
sis and the role 1hat Gen
Mirza plaved In it wme
Inown lo the people Pep-
haps  the  publlealion  of
what s hetinved to he his
polltieal anlobingraphy
will suppty some  of  he
information that hag heen
mlssing and  enlivhiten us
ot the pressures mder
which he worked. on fhe
motives that prapelled his
acllons and on the cam-
pulsion  of the shape
faciors then in oheradlon.
Bul politleal  contraversy
aparl. one must nafe That
Gien Mirza’s rlse o power
wis acconntet! for by sonee
personal  qualities which
mre nok denled even by his
detractors. Tl posspssed
a great deal  of  personal
charm, dynuamism and the
capacity  lo ke decl-
sions.  1is politleal opt-
nions were  stromelv hehl
anedd he «dkd not mind f
aiving  them  full-blooded
exnression detroclnd from
hie populsrite  with the
mullituties. The sorrow of
his famllv  members will
b shared by lhe many
fricnds thal  he made i
fhis conntry and m athms

Obituary - Dawn Editorial, 16 November 1969.
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. THOUGHT FOR TODAY |

And thoze wiio deny Our revelations—siep by step We
jead them on from whence they know nof,

,

—QUR‘AN—1.182

MORNING NEWS

Phone :
PBX 214141-42-43-44
1, D.LT. Avenue,
DACCA, PAKISTAN

SUNhAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1969—RAMAZAN 5, 1380 (I

Iskander Mirza

rp iyt sudden  death of
Major General Iskander
Mirza, the first President
of DPakistan, removes a
colourful personality.
Living in exile in a land
whnse rulers he served
c0 ablv as a civil servamt
in Incdia for about three
" decades. he will be buried
in neighbouring Iran. He
will, however, nol.
he romemhered in
Takistan  for  his'  ad-
i ministrative actmen alone
"hut also for being a pivotal
charneter in the mation’s
polifical scene al a crigis-
virlden tlme.

TNespite all the antipathy
felt hv the commoen man
towardls thage whon setved
the Dritish  when he
fought for ‘reerln‘m,
Irkonder Mirza displayed
such political tact  and
insight as  to make hig
presence  felt in  the
corridors of . power. His
civil service bhackground
never handicapped  him
in the achlevement of his
political ambitions. On the
other hand, he made ex-
tremely good use of his
cxperlences as a political

-agent. He could trade
hlows with the politicians
without winclng. Hir rise
to the highest office in the

country was ahnost,

“meteorie. Within six mon-
ths of hls hecoming the
jovernor of Fasl Pakis-
tan. which had seen “the
ruling  Muslim  T.eague
sulfer its worst defeat.
Iskander Mlrza Decame a
Alintater ‘In the Central
C:abinet, And for his cons-
tituenes he chose the

Punjab where ahoul a
vem  earller e had
Mirttal T,aw imposed to
crush  the  anti-Qadiani
agitation.

Within nhie months of
his  joining the cabinel,
Iskander Mirza  so - con-
trolled the delicate balan-
ce of power at the Cenlre
that. he was o heeome the
ohvious choice o replace
the Governor General, late
Ghulam Moehammad, who
lay critically 1. Ouce he
had his "hands on the
levers of power, he created
{he Reptthllcan Partv and
brought some of the dis-
pavate. politleal  persana-
litles on the samme plat-
form. We arestill t{oo
near the evenls to assess
the cruclal role he played
not only In creating a
political parly, nurturivg
a coalition at the Centre
Mt also {n abrogating the
constitutton, ~  dissolving
the parliament and pull-
fng the countrv wmder
military rule with  Avub
Khan as his Prime Minisa-
tor. The ‘revolution’ ateits
own child and within = 20

ays of the promulgation
of Marlial Taw., Iskander
Mirza was flying  to
London as a  pensioned
exile. Now (hat  dealh
silences all conlroversies,
it is left to the futwre his-
torians fo pass the final
verdict on the rolp that
Iskancler Mirza played in
the fortunes of Pakistan.
We extend our concdnlences
fo the hereaved familv.
May his soul rest in

neace.

Obituary - Morning News Editorial. 16 November 1969.
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: OBITUARY

MAJ-GEN ISKANDER MIRZA
First president of Pakistan

Major General  Fskander
Mirza. C.LLE., O.B.E. who died
on  Wedne«day night.  was
the last  Governor  (eneral
and the first President of Pakis-
tun.  His services, first to the
British raj, and later to Pakictan,
were  numerous and  distin-
guished . aud although his lstier
years were passed m enforced
reticement from active affaws,
he is sure of hi« place in history,

Syed Iskander Mirza was bormn
on November 13. 1899, in Bombay
\nh) an arslow
migin dong ~cliled 0 lochs,
¢d at Fiphinstone Cotlee
Bembay, he vas nominaled to
first bateh of Indean cadets to enier
Sandhurstand 1 1420 bevame Lhe
[ndian ever to be aaccticid v
th: Army frem that famous ot
hishment.  After six years of nuli-
tary hite he was selected tor he
Political Servve in 1976, In 1938
he was pramoted ta the hey posi-
tion of Politival Azent. Khiher;
three years latei ho Became do rnlv
commisyoner ot Peshiavar  This
ong evperienve on the Fronter
shaped the wiwle of his later life;
I learnt there—-and nover forno‘
—how toget lus own \\a\ by phey-
ing off fection against faction, and
thereby reducing to impotence any
OP osition which threatened him.

er scrving for a-shosT-time as
P\ﬂm\,.q] Agent to the Onixca States,
Bbe beeame jont secretaty in e
Minishy of Defence in New Delii
in 1946. He thoroughly enjored
Furepean socicty. and was an cx-
cellent sporteman: he made many
fitends ) the Government of Jrdia
beth o 1he oyVil and the mulitary
sides

When the subcentinent v as parti-
uened in 1947, he opted fur
Pakiswun, und svon found full
employment {or hiy taieats for
crganization in the recenstitution
of the Pakistan Army. But afier
the assastination of Liaquat Adi
Khan, | Aander found that condi-
tions were changing, and that as
2 civil servant he could do vesy
little ualess he conld keep mn the
good graces of the political leaders.

In 1954 he was taken off military
work and sent with full emergency
powers to deai with the threaten-
ing sitwaiion which had arisen in
Easi  Pakdstan.  Ikander Mirza
handicd the
imagination : he arranged for an
cquitable distributioncaf food sup-
piies: he dealt forcefully with dis-
orders; he won widespread popu-
laut\ by his personal supervision
of retlef work. This esperience
gave him the G faste of quasi-
absolute power which he had en-
joyed since he bad left behind tis
work in tribal teiritory; it con-
firtned him in a »onn»tmu that
politicians. were inherently 2 Face”|
of muddiers. who must be Kept in
order by trained administrators.
In November, 1954. Iskander
Mirza was recalled from FEast.
Pakistan to take up the im-
portant post of Minsster of the
Intenior, States aud  Fronticr
Regions. Upon him fei} the main
responsibility of carrying through,
in the teeth of vested intercsts,
Ghulam Muhammad's plan for
sweeping away all the provincial
and state administrutions of West
Pakistan, an,d of forming }Ig‘gt arca

1

e famdy of Per- |

!

s with vigour and_ | P¥

Ohujan My |lu.nm<\\\
health orode dovit, Lokiuider Miics
stepped without serions orvc ition
in10 the past of acting Goternar
Genetal, o Ostober of the samwe
vear, u witam Mihy mlm 1d resigncd,
3 sneceeded him.
ander Mirzy Scl'm\.\l now in -
pusition to realize his dream of
Pukistan administered and geverned
by civil servants, with himself at the
head of e =rything, But in order to
atiain this, he w as obliged to reduce
_polificiaiis -to—impetence: and,
["unfortunately for him, this meant
fighting them cn their own greund
In the process. he lost the ideais
which had sustained him through so
muchof his carcer, and he began'to
value pover for its own sake More.
over, he bagime s wcowumw m
retaining it. Mat he had litle energy
left for - setting tu rights the manv
shomowungs ‘which had dev- cloped
in  the Pahistan  administration.
Gradually, his preterence tor using
as his toals able scoundrels rather
than iess clever hunest men led to a
sready deterioration in the whole
tone uf pubtic life.

While the politivana wrangled,
ond the state of the nation went
from bad to worse, Iskander Mir.a
was mainly p’reouupled in keeping
s much potwer in his own hands
that pothing coid be done without
bis consent.  Pakistan was steadily
approaching bankruptey . pric:
were rising; food was ¢hort; craft
and corruptiop-were rampant ; even
ngs found powertui

the highest pla;c:
. some of the yommEsr
Ay ofiwefs “losing  patience,
thought that.a nulitary coup on
the Iraq model offered the enly
prospect of saving the country. Bat
before they could take action of
this kind, which would have in-
volved much bloodshed and pro-
tited . only the communists, the
commander-in-chicf, General -’\)uh
Khan intervened.  On October 2%,
20 days after the declaration of
martial law (which had already
been relaxed in favour of the
ordinary  civil  adininistration)
President Iskander Mirza was per-
siaded to resign. He left Karachi
on Novenzber 2, 1958, for [onden,
where he-om:nucd ta live in polit*
cal retirement. His long service
in Todia had woo for him many
British friends, and his retirement
brought out once more many of
the genial ~ bonhumops * charac-
teristics which those who .had
known him in s Frontier days

~lviavee an asiiab ademirad

Obituary in The Times.
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OBITUARY
MAJ®R-GENERAL ISKANDER MIRZA

Iskander Mirza, who died on 13 November 1969, was Governor General of Pakistan
(1955-5) and the frst President (1956-8) when that country became a republic. Others
nava wntzen of his career; the purpose here is to portray in a few strokes the man and the
friend. He was a regular supporter of this Society, and was a notable figure at our annual
funcrions.

Iskander was a cadet of the Nawab-Wazir house of Murshidabad from whom Clive
obtained the Diwani of Bengal; to put a point on it, he was descended from Surajuddaula. As
such, he was heir to the Persian tradition of the Mughai grandees, a dignity qualified by more
than a shade of finesse, a practical savorr fare — for Persia is the France of Asia ~ and an
underlying modesty which calls for no personality cuit to express it. In these days of stridency
such a man might have achieved, and for a time did achieve, great results. Honour in this
tradition i1s paid to the integrated person, and needs no advertisement in his lifetime.

Iskander Mirza chose the Indian Army as his career, and vvas the first Indian-India was
then one - to go through Sandhurst. In 1926 he applied for the Indian Political Service, and
served for many years on the North-West Frontier, where his quality greatly appealed to the
Pathans of that region. Later, he held charge of the Peshawar District and the Khyber Agency,
and at the time of transfer of power was able from the Defence Ministry to give to Jinnah the
advise he needed to make bricks without straw tn the early days of partition. After a later spell
as Governor of East Pakistan, where his Bengall inheritance was of untoid value, he succeeded
Ghulam Muhammad as Governor-General.

As President of Pakistan he was still the same in ail essentials, his dignity mingled with
the good-fellowship of his upbringing — he had won a cricket blue at Sandhurst — an outward
presence apparently simple but concealing an instinctive statecraft, a solemnity continually
lightened by a gurgle of laughter or a smite. And he never forgot, or failed, a friend.

For three difficult years he held Pakistan together. He brought in Dr. Khan Sahib, his
one-time Pathan opponent, as Chief Minister in West Pakistan. His Frontier service gave him
the necessary insight in the west, and his Bengal origins stood him in good stead in the East.
He put through what is known as the One-Unit of the Western wing, in an endeavour to
balance West with East. But then, as now, the baffling problem of running unequal horses in
double harness defeated him, and he saw nothing for it but, in October 1958, to abrogate the
constitution and establish what became Army rule.

In this coup he sought the aid of General Ayub, his Commander in Chief. Perhaps
inevitably, dual control failed, Ayub deposed him and assumed the power. For his last eleven
years President Mirza fived in exile in London. Never during that time, though he had private
reservations, did he say or do anything that could embarrass his successor, or his country. In
foul weather, as in fair, he remained a patriot.

Iskander Mirza was twice married, to Rifa’at who predeceased him, and to Nahid
Begam, who shared his years as head of state and in exile. Both sustained him through hard
days, and both were able to reinforce the Persian Principles for which he stood.

President Mirza came closer than any of his compatriots to reaching an honourable
accord with India and with Afghanistan. His visit to Dehli with Dr.Khan Sahib is still
remembered, He won the rgspect of Nehru and of King Zahir Shah, who stands for a way of life
and thought very close to'his own. His obsequies in Tehran are a moving tribute to the honour
in which his memory is held by the Shah and his government. He will be deeply mourned, not
only in Pakistan. l‘f

There is extent a translation of some lines of the most famous of Afghan poets,
Khushhal Khan, which well express the man Iskander Mirza was:

... whose glance bestows a grace, .
Who, though ful_i filled wherewith to grasp success;

Can sweetly smile, is apt to tenderness.
. OLAF CAROE.

Obituary from Sir Olaf Kirkpatrick Kruuse Caroe.
Ex Governor NWFP 1946-47 and author of ‘The Pathans’.
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Correspondence from Iskander Mirza to The Quaid ¢ Azam relating to Prime Minister Clem-
ent Atlee’s announcement on 20" February 1947 stating the British intention of transferring

power in the Subcontinent by June 1948.
Secret & Personal

[To The Quaid e

H.M.G’s announcement that the British Govt. will hand over the administration of India by
June 1948 to such authority or authorities as may be in the best interests of the peoples of
ndia makes it incumbent on the Muslim Nation to start preparations immediately to meet all
eventualities. Though the position of Muslims has improved beyond all expectations since
1936 thanks to the efforts of the Muslims League and its great Quaid-e- Azam yet the time
lhas been too short to make up the leeway due to the Muslim Nation’s century old sleep. Our
position is espccially precarious in the Armed Forces and our position has detcriorated since
the collapse of the Axis Powers. Our proportion in Army has come down to 30%. The Navy
does not matter. The Indian Naval strength is negligible, and in the Air Force our position is
deplorable. In the officer ranks our position is worse. It is not possible to improve apprecta-
bly situation as we are our position in the Armed Forces. The Biharand Guran...massacres
in which similar methods were employed show beyond a doubt what we have to cxpect,
unless we find ways and means of meeting a numerically stronger encmy on more or less
equal terms.

Our fighting strength is in the North-West. We should take practical steps in this area. 1
suggest as Islamic confederation of the North-West consisting of :

1) Kalat State

2) Tribes of Baluchistan

3) The Shuanis

4) The Mahmands

5) The Wania Wazirs

6) The North Wazirisatan Wazirs
7) The Daurs

8) The Touris of the Kurram Valley
9) The Urakzais

10) The Afridis

1) The Shinwaris

12) The Mullagaris

13) The Makranis (upper and lower)
14) The Bijour Tribes

15) Chitral State

16) Dir State

17) Swat State

18) The Tribes of the Black Mountains (Chargazais and Nawarzais)
19) The Nindihar Tribes

[f they succeed we will have a fighting force of over the 300,000 men at the disposal

of this confederacy with another 150,000 men from the Afghan Tribes in the support

in case if security. | am of the opinion that if this materializes Congress will soon start
talking sense. Implementation of this scheme is very difficult but not impossible for the
IMuslim League which has performed the miracle of the present day ‘Muslim India’.
[We should work secretly and try and get the sympathy of the British administration of
the areas concerned. We can obtain rifles, machine guns and ammunition through Kalat
State by doing a little “gunrunning” up to Persian Gulf. The scheme requires careful
Staff work and I am afraid money. Political work should start first.

Iskander Mirza

Correspondence from Iskander Mirza to the Quaid-e-Azam marked Secret

& Personal. (Transcribed copy)
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Captain Iskander Mirza with Mardan District Officials at his Farewell
Party. Swabi, 18 April 1938.

Captain Iskander Mirza with Representatives from Mardan at his
Farewell Party. Swabi, 18 April 1938.
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Iskander Mirza as Political Agent.



Iskander Mirza at his Farewell organized by the
Nowshera SD Police Officers in 1933.

Iskander Mirza, sitting second from left in the first row, at

Provincial Training Class, 1926-27.
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Iskander Mirza with his staff during a posting as Political Agent in one
of the States in British India.
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Peshkush to Major Syed Iskander Ali Mirza Sahab DC
Peshawar at his Farewell Party on 10 February 1945.
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As a young officer. Iskander Mirza sends this photo for his
wife, Rifaat Begum, from the Frontier.
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Begum Rifaat Iskander
Mirza at St Marks Square
in Venice, 1950.

Begum Rifaat Iskander
Mirza with Iskander Mirza
in their 203-A, EI. Lines
official residence in Karachi




Iskander Mirza as a young IPS Officer.




Defence Secretary Iskander Mirza & Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza
being introduced to the Shahinshah of Iran.

Defence Secretary Iskander Mirza talking to Naval Officers

at a reception for Shahinshah of Iran.
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Iskander Mirza as Defence Secretary with wife, Begum Rifaat Iskander Mirza,
on US Naval Ship, USS President Eisenhower.
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Postcard to wife, Rifaat, from Defence Secretary Iskander Mirza
from Geneva, Switzerland, 1948.
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Postcard to wife, Rifaat, from Defence Secretary Iskander Mirza
frrom Geneva, Switzerland, 1948. (Back of Postcard)
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THE ISKANDER MIRZA
INTERVIEW

(Bv Pakistani legislator and diplomat,
Mirza Abul Hassan Ispahani
in London on
23 September 1967)



Posteard to wife, Rifaat, from Defence Secretary Iskander Mirza

from Geneva, Switzerland. 1948.
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Postcard to wife, Rifaat. from Defence Secretary Iskander Mirza
from Geneva, Switzerland, 1948. (Back of Postcard)
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THE ISKANDER MIRZA
INTERVIEW

(By Pakistani legislator and diplomat,
Mirza Abul Hassan Ispahani
in London on
23 September 1967)



The Iskander Mirza Interview

Audio Cassette 1:

Hassan Ispahani:

00:00

In London, on the 23rd of September nineteen-hundred
and-sixty-seven, Iskander, we are meeting in an excellent
atmosphere, good weather and, above all, in a free country. We
can therefore talk as we like —

long pause: 00:18 — 00:30

00:30 — 01:47 ,
Foryears.. whichI want to clear withyou today. You know as well
as I, that neither of us is going younger and time is flying fast in
keeping with our modern jet age. So, with your permission and
consent, I shall put to you a few questions to which I hope you
will give appropriate answers. I think that this little talk will
certainly be good for the future historians at least. Today you
are condemned for all that has happened during the period that
you held the reins of power in Pakistan and President Ayub’s
book, published recently, appears to have put a Royal Seal on
your mismanagement and misfeasance. Shall I start?

Iskander Mirza:
01:50
Yes.

Hassan Ispahani:

01:54 — 03:12

Thank you. I shall. To start with, I shall go back a little to your
early period of Governor-Generalship and Presidentship. Was
it necessary for you and Gurmani to bring into being a child
like The Republican Party which I often anticipated will die as
soon as you (were) deposed or left office? Such parties, as in
Republican Party have existed in the past, exist today and may
or will exist in the future — these parties do not grow from the
grassroots and, therefore, when their creators are no more, just
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

vanish into thin air. Will you give me some information on the
reasons that prompted you to start a party when you were in
power?

Iskander Mirza:

03:17 — 07:19

In order to make the story complete, it is very necessary to go
still further back, i.e., in 1954 September. I think you remember
that one day you came in London to the hotel I was staying
and told me let us go to the airport as the Prime Minister
Mohammad Ali Bogra was returning from the United States
so I accompanied you to the airport and, before our arrival,
apparently, Muhammad Ali and Chaudhry Muhammad Ali and
the party had arrived at the airport. As soon as Mohammad Ali
Bogra saw us, he said don’t you know that there is a great deal of
trouble in Karachi and that they have just heard from one of the
Ministers, Mr Malik on the telephone that Governor-General
Ghulam Muhammad is about to declare Martial Law. I knew
nothing about it and was astounded and just then General Ayub
also came from America and he also joined us. I told Ayub what
I heard and he took me aside and he said don’t propose anything
because, before leaving for America, I have been promised to
by Governor-General Ghulam Muhammad that I shall be asked
to take over the country. so I said, look, this would be a very
stupid thing to do; he is a very sick man and you must not take
everything he says seriously, let us have time and see how things
come about when we return to Karachi. Then Mohammad Ali
Bogra asked me if I could get a special aeroplane so that we
could get there quickly. Well, I tried to get a Canberra from the
Royal Air Force but it was not possible so another airplane, I
think it was an Argus, was placed at our disposal; so we all,
including Mr Ispahani who was then High Commissioner,
flew to Karachi without even saying goodbye to my wife and
the same happened to the High Commissioner. On arriving at
Karachi, we saw an enormous crowd in an excited state and the
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amusing thing is, on the way, Mohammad Ali Bogra asked me if
I could arrange some army to guard him on the airport. I said,
yes it could be arranged but do you really think it is necessary.
He said, yes. His information is that it would be very necessary.
So I telephoned to General Musa by aerial telephone from the
air to inform him that we are arriving at such-and-such a time
and would he very kindly arrange for a company in battle-order
to be ready on the airport to protect the Prime Minister.
07:22 —10:56

So when we landed, there was a very excited crowd all around
running here and there with the Director of Civil Intelligence
jumping into air from one side and somebody else jumping
from another and the whole place was like a mad house. I then
suggested it to the High Commissioner, Mr Hassan Ispahani to
get hold of Bogra, put himin a car and take him to the Governor-
General’s House and I would follow later with some others. So
when we got to the Governor-General’s house (and) General
Ayub and I went towards the Governor-General’s room, there
was no sign up to then of Mr Ispahani and Mohammad Ali
Bogra. When we got in there, we saw Chaudhry Muhammad
Ali walking about in the room and the Governor-General lying
on the floor on a white sheet in a terrible state — was almost
foaming in the mouth and striking in the air, right and left. His
face was red and he looked reallyill and really not quite in his
senses. We asked him what has happened? Why are you lying
on the ground and why are you in such a state? Oh he said, I am
very angry; I want to get rid of this government, I don’t want to
see the face of the Prime Minister; he has been disloyal to me —
I want you to take over the country. So I talked to him quietly
and I said, look this is not the way to do things, what is the
world going to say? You wait. Mohammad Ali Bogra must come
by now and he will come up and you must see him and have a
heart-to-heart talk. You can’t settle things like that. So, one of
the servants was sent down and Mohammad Ali Bogra with
Mr Ispahani entered the room. In the first minute, I thought
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Governor-General was going to burst and get a mental collapse
but he gradually recovered and then started talking and he was
very furious. However, things came to a pass and they came to
an agreement on the basis that a new cabinet would be formed
and that the assembly would be suspended. And things would
start de novo from the next day. Chaudhry Mohammad Ali was
running between the Governor-General and Bogra and drafting
something for all this to take effect the next day.

10:58 — 13:37

From the next day, Ghulam Muhammad gave a list of certain
names whom he wanted in the cabinet; that of Mr Ispahani,
General Ayub, myself, Chaudhry Mohammad Ali with
Mohammad Ali Bogra as Prime Minister and the others he
told him to select himself. So, we sat down in the cabinet room
of the .... sorry before I come to the time when we went into
the cabinet room and sat down, the proclamation which was
drafted by Chaudhry Muhammad Ali in consultation with
Bogra, Nawab Gurmani and Ghulam Muhammad was drafted
and issued to the press. We then sat down and started thinking
what next to do. Government was selected and was sworn in a
few hours’ time. No. I am sorry, it was sworn in the next day -
our job was to try and clean up the administration as much as
we could and to work for the bringing in of the new constitution
so that the people may start having a share in the government
of the country. This was our principal task but before we could
come to it, it was decided to have a sort of an election — which
I did not have yet understood on what basis and what was the
electorate; and it was a big farce in my opinion; however, some
of the officers were selected and some not and another cabinet
was formed after about six months and then the constitution
making started furiously and Mohammad Ali Bogra had to go
away to America as Ambassador; which assignment he was
very fond of.
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13:41 — 17:04

We also, unfortunately, lost the services of Mr Ispahani who
refused to be elected on the terms proposed. A few months
after this, the Governor-General got very seriously ill and it was
quite impossible to do anything about his health because he
was suffering from paralysis and heart trouble and very high
blood pressure — the doctors said that he must not continue as
Governor-General for the moment. And then cabinet decided
that I should act as Governor-General so, as soon as I took

over as Governor-General, the question arose who should be,

Prime Minister? Bogra was going to America as Ambassador
and then Chaudhry Mohammad Ali, accompanied by Gurmani,
came to me and he said that it is the opinion of the Muslim
League Party that Mr Suhrawardy, the leader of the Awami
League who had about 13 men in the Assembly, to be the
Prime Minister. I said this is a very peculiar way of starting a
new constitution because, in any constitution, the largest party
forms the government and I really cannot understand how
I can overwrite that provision. I said I am going to ask you,
Chaudhry Sahib, to form a government — if you are not able
to form a government, then it’s for you to come to me and tell
me that you have failed; you can’t tell me to ask this man or
that man to be Prime Minister. This is for you to try and form a
government and come to me and tell me this is the government
I have formed or this is the government which can work. He
then told me that he would like to be Prime Minister and work
the constitution for which he has worked so hard provided I
talk to Mr Suhrawardy and try and get him around. I said I will
try. I went to Mr Suhrawardy’s house and I talked to him and,
ultimately, he agreed that he would not vehemently oppose
Chaudhry Mohammad Ali’s government but he will be in the
opposition but will not be in the government itself. I said this
ought to be enough for you, Mohammad Ali. He said, yes! And
he formed the government.
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17:08 — 17:38

This government brought in the one-unit scheme by which I
mean that it was decided that the whole of the West Punjab,
Sindh & Frontier and Baluchistan should lose their respective
identities and merge into one province to be known as the
West Pakistan province.

Hassan Ispahani:

17: 40 — 18:00

Excuse me, General. Here, I want to put another question to
you. Were you not one of the prime movers of this one-unit
formation or did you not help very strongly through your
influence with Khuhro and others to form this one unit? Will
you please explain?

Iskander Mirza:

18:02 — 20:51

However, Iwassittingin the President’s Housewhen atelephone
call came from Lahore — and Dr Khan Sahib told me that he has
formed a new party. I said what party? He said, I have formed a
Republican Party. I said, why? He said, because I can’t trust the
Muslim League; they have done me down and I have formed a
new party. I said, who has joined your party? He said, most of
the members of the Muslim League. I expressed my surprise
and I said well I personally was against the fragmentation of
the Muslim League in this manner and I do not understand
why this has been done and I said have you consulted Nawab
Gurmani? He said Nawab Gurmani is the man who put the idea
in our head of forming the Republican Party. So I said, did you,
have you spoken to the Prime Minister, Mr Mohammad Ali? He
said no, why should I? I said, when you are breaking a party,
you might have talked to the Prime Minister who, after all, is
the head of the Muslim League Party. He said, no we have not
talked so I said, I think you haven’t been very wise. However,
see what you can do and talk to him but, in the meantime,
Chaudhry Mohammad Ali had also heard of it and he came to
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see me looking very sad and glum and he said this is what they
have done. I said, I have no hand in it Mohammad Ali. This is
the hand of your great friend, Gurmani. I am told, the whole
conception is his (and) I have nothing to do with it and now,
whatever everybody might say, I have nothing to do with it. I
can’t tell them to break the party just as I couldn’t tell them not
to form the party; I can’t tell them to break it. It is now for you,
as Prime Minister, to see that thisthing dies in itsinfancy but he
didn’t take any action and most of the Muslim League members
of the Punjab Assembly joined the Republican Party and, when
the vote of confidence for Khan Muhammad Sahib came, he
won by one vote or the casting vote of the President who was
also a member of the Republican Party, the Chief Minister of
Khairpur, by the name, Mumtaz Qizilbash.

20:57 — 21:54

He decided that he will not remain as the President of the
Muslim League but will make Sirdar Abdur Rab Nishtar as
President. I was going on to the Chittagong Hill Tract; (and)
before going I sent for Chaudhry Mohammad Ali and I said,
look you know Nishtar perhaps for 10 years; I have known him
for twenty-five years. Please listen to me and don’t make him
President of the Muslim League or you will be in trouble. He is a
religious fanatic and he will work against you behind your back
and he will try and control the whole government as President
of the Muslim League because he seems to think that he is no
less a man than the Quaid-e-Azam.

21:58 — 23:15

Chaudhry Mohammad Ali hummed and hawed and give me
no direct answer. When I was in East Bengal, I had returned
from the Chittagong Hill Tract to Dacca, I got a telegram from
Chaudhry Mohammad Ali requesting me to return to Karachi as
early as possible as things were not going as well as they should
and there was a Muslim League agitation on minor points. So
I returned to Karachi as quickly as I could, cancelling my tour
to the Sundarban, and had a talk with Chaudhry Mohammad
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Ali and he said you were absolutely right about Sirdar Abdur
Rab Nishtar and now I am having all sorts of trouble. I said this
will increase. I assure you these troubles will increase because
I know him.

23:20 — 24:22

I said Liaquat Ali Khan was a clever politician; why did he
take the job of President of the Muslim League when Quaid-e-
Azam died? Because he knew that somebody else, whomever
he appointed, will try and control the country through
disorganization. Naturally as a wise man and he kept that up
and this was also kept up by his successors as Prime Minister
and you, for no reason at all, have divested yourself of a very
strong position in the country. I said there is very little I can do
to help; however, you will have to go on. The agitation started,
his house was picketed, there were police action and the
Mullahism was increasing. And one day, Chaudhry Mohammad
Ali comes to my office and said, “please shoot me, I make too
many mistakes.”

24:25 — 26:21

Now when a Prime Minister of the country comes to the
President and tells him to shoot him, he has made too many
mistakes and he is almost weeping, the only conclusion the
President can arrive at is the man has lost his nerves and is
no longer able to continue as Prime Minister. Just about then,
Nawab Gurmani also came from Lahore to see me on some job
and talking about Chaudhry Mohammad Alj; I said, look, things
are not too good. This man who has brought in the constitution
has lost his nerves within a year and I don’t think, in these
conditions, it is fair on the country that he should continue
as Prime Minister. Nawab Gurmani said he quite agrees. So
I then sent for Chaudhry Mohammad Ali and I spoke to him,
I said, don’t you think you should resign and go to England
for treatment. He said, I have no money to go to England for
treatment. I said, that can be arranged by Government and I
will see that you get enough finances to get proper treatment
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in London. He was quite happy about that and he put in his
resignation and he was sent to London where he stayed for
three or four months and got his treatment.

26:29 — 27:26

This was a first installment I had of trying to run 1956
constitution which I had from the very beginning told Chaudhry
Mohammad Ali, will not work in this country. This constitution
we have brought in is just like the British Constitution but we
have forgotten the main things in the British Constitution, the
Permanent Head of State. Countries like France, who are far
more educated than we are, have failed to run this constitution.
And I was telling you from the beginning to try and get some
Constitution which would run in this country and, to this end,
I also got an American expert to advise you. But you all were
determined to have this Constitution and now this is the first
installment. I said God knows what will happen in the future.

Hassan Ispahani:

27:34

Iskander, will you kindly tell me, as briefly as you can, why you
kept on changing Ministers and Prime Ministers as often as a
man changes his singlet on a hot and a humid summer’s day.

Iskander Mirza:

27:59

After Chaudhry Mohammad Ali had a breakdown, which was
not caused by me but by his mental condition which he got
because he was trying to work the Constitution of 1956 in a
country not suited for it. I had to think whom to get as new
Prime Minister. I had a talk with Dr Khan Sahib and Nawab
Gurmani and I said I think it would be better if we went back
to the old idea of the Muslim League and get Mr Suhrawardy
to form a cabinet in cooperation with the Republican Party.
Between them they have the majority to do so. The Hindu
Members would also support this coalition. Theyall agreed that
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a trial should be given and, as in my opinion, Mr Suhrawardy
was a brilliant Parliamentarian and a very clever man, I decided
to give him a try and I sent for him and I said, would you be able
to form a ministry in coalition with the Republican Party and
the Hindu Members of the Assembly. He said quite definitely
that he would be and then I told him to go and then I had a
talk with Dr Khan Sahib — the leader of the Republican Party
and see what he could do about it. He came back after a short
time and he said he was ready and that he will give me names
by the next day and his cabinet was sworn in. He worked very
well. He was the first man who had the courage to bring the
issue of the Baghdad Pact into the Constituent Assembly and
had the motion supporting the Pact passed in Parliament.
He was very fond of touring outside countries and there were
a lot of troubles during those tours but I disregarded them
because he was carrying on the Administration better than his
predecessors.
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Audio Cassette 2:
Iskander Mirza (continues....)

00:05 — 03:07

......... Long-standing invitation to go on a State visit to Iran in
late October 1956. Suhrawardy at that time was in America and
was due to arrive the day after I left for Iran. But on the evening
of my going to Iran, I received a telegram, brought by the Deputy
High Commissioner of Great Britain from the Prime Minister
informing me of the attack on Port Saeed and the actions they
were going to take in regard to the Suez Canal. I expressed my
surprise that I, as a Head of a country in the Commonwealth
has been faced with a fait accompli and at the time when I am
about to leave the country to go to Iran. But I said, I will try
now to send a telex to His Imperial Majesty, the Shahinshah
and request him to invite the Prime Ministers of Turkey and
Iraq to come to Tehran because of this situation which we could
then discuss and formulate a plan for joint-action. I sent the
telex and, before I had left for Iran, in a few hours I received
an answer from His Imperial Majesty that Prime Ministers of
Turkey and Iraq were coming to Tehran during my visit. So
I left Karachi at about 4 o’clock in the morning and reached
Tehran the same morning at about 9. There I had talks with the
Imperial Majesty and we awaited the arrival of the other Prime
Ministers who arrived the same day at different times.

03:17 — 07:37

There was a usual official banquet in the Gulistan Palace that
night but the next day things started moving faster. We started
holding meetings with the Prime Ministers of Iran, Turkey
and Iraq and His Imperial Majesty in the chair and discussed
the situation. It was not an easy situation. Our sympathies,
as Muslims, were with Egypt. Our interests, as members of
the Baghdad Pact, were to take such actions as not to disrupt
this Pact and so we decided after long discussion to await

A
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development. That night, at about 2 o’clock in the morning, I got
a telephone message from our Ambassador in Tehran, General
Raza, that the British Ambassador wants to see me urgently.
It was then about 4 o'clock in the morning when the British
Ambassador arrived and said that the British Government have
received an information that the Pakistan Prime Minister has
declared in an open meeting in Karachi that he was going to
leave the Commonwealth. I told the British Ambassador that
it is a very great surprise to me. However, you can assure the
British Government that, as long as I am the President of
Pakistan, we are not leaving the Commonwealth so easily.
And that I must have time to think what actions I am going to
take to undo the-troubles created by that speech. I asked the
Ambassador to come at about 10 or 11 in the morning and then
I would be able to tell him what action I have taken. As soon as
the Ambassador left, I tried to go to sleep but I couldn’t because
I was worried so I sent for a Military Secretary, gave him a letter
to the Prime Minister, Mr Suhrawardy and sent my aeroplane
with the Military Secretary and told him to deliver this letter
to the Prime Minister. And the aeroplane should wait (for) the
Prime Minister’s order. The letter had asked the Prime Minister
that the situation here was rather difficult and, as the Prime
Ministers of all the other Muslim countries of the Baghdad Pact
were here, it would be better if you come too. He arrived the
next day. I saw him and I said that his China visit has, it seems,
to have completely changed you and this is the first time I got
an inkling that he was not a very stable man. Because when he
was in Tehran and the other Prime Ministers would talk to him,
he was more for anti-Arab action than anybody else.

07:41 — 09:55

After having made his speech in Karachi that he would leave
the Commonwealth, if they don’t immediately evacuate the
Suez Canal-Port Saeed in Suez Canal area; he was more with
them than anybody else. So I came to the conclusion that
I haven't got a very stable Prime Minister in dealing with
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Foreign Affairs (and) likely to change it any moment. But I
kept that to myself and we returned back to Karachi as quickly
as possible and cancelled our visit to Iraq. Matters went on
like this until, suddenly, one day, Dr Khan Sahib and other
members of the Republican Party arrived in the Government
House and produced certain speeches of Mr Suhrawardy which
he had made in different parts of West Pakistan, attacking the
Republican Party in the violent manner — and they said this
is impossible to cooperate with this man and we want to get

rid of him. I told Dr Khan Sahib that it is very easy to say that.

you want to get rid of the Prime Minister but the country has
also got to run not only the Republican Party but the country
has got also to run and you must think of the country. And I
suggested a meeting between Dr Khan Sahib and one or two of
the leaders of the Republican Party and Mr Suhrawardy. The
next day I telephoned to Mr Suhrawardy and I said that you
have created the great deal of trouble with your allies in the
coalition; you better come tomorrow morning and discuss and
see that what settlement is possible.

09:59 — 13:01

I also forget that, at that time, there is a great deal of talks and
rumours about corruption in the ministries of industries and
commerce. And this was forcibly put to me by Dr Khan Sahib. I
said, well when we talk with Mr Suhrawardy, we will try and solve
this problem too. The next day, practically the whole day was
taken up in clearing up the differences between Mr Suhrawardy
and Dr Khan Sahib and we had almost cleared up everything.
And Isaid alright, this new pact; I must get a signature of both of
younextdayand thispactIwill draft and keep it ready tomorrow
by 11 o’clock and both of you must be here. During the night, I
don’t know what happened, Mr Suhrawardy, before informing
me sends a letter to one of the newspapers; I think it was The
Morning News that he has demanded the summoning of the
Assembly. And that these differences with the Republican Party
are of no consequence as he got a complete majority. He having
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thirteen members of Awami League in the Parliament. As I got
up and I read this, I couldn’t believe my eyes. And just then a
letter came from Mr Suhrawardy demanding that the Assembly
should be summoned. I telephoned to Mr Suhrawardy and I
said this is a definite double-cross. You come to an agreement
with me yesterday that you will agree to all these pacts... all
these conditions of the pact. Which one was that Mr Mansoor
would leave the Ministry of Industries & Commerce where he
was in, because there was a big rumour of corruption; now you
have said that you are demanding the recall of the Assembly;
without even informing me, you put it in the press. I said, I now
demand your resignation within two hours or I will dismiss
you. He came and actually wept. I said nothing doing, you first
put in your resignation so he put in his resignation.

13:07

And now the funny thing is, shortly after he put his resignation
and I induced the Muslim League to form a Government with
the Krishak Praja Party and the Hindu members. Dr Khan
Sahib went and joined Suhrawardy and they became great
friends. I said this is very amusing thing for me and I could
never have dreamt Dr Khan Sahib doing this sort of volte-face;
once demanding Suhrawardy’s head on a plate and then going
and joining him. However, I arranged the coalition between the
Muslim League and the Krishak Praja and the Government was
formed. This government, I honestly tell you was the easiest
government to work with. They were honest, they were straight,
not brilliant but quite good.

Hassan Ispahani:

14:17
But who was the Prime Minister of this new Government?

Iskander Mirza:
14:19
Mr Chundrigar.

201

IQBAL
FORUM



The Iskander Mirza Interview

14:23

Mr Chundrigar was the Prime Minister and this government
were working, in my opinion, very well and I was very happy
for the first time; I didn’t have worries every day. I had to go
on a state visit to Portugal and Spain and so. after seeing this
government work for about two months, I left for England and
from there I went to France and then to Portugal and Spain.
While I was in Portugal, I started receiving telegrams from Mr
Chundrigar that all was not well with the coalition and that
the Republicans were again creating trouble. I didn’t take much
notice. I finished my tour and came back to Karachi and I met
Mr Chundrigar at the airport; he seemed unhappy — and he
said coalition has almost broken down. I said, look on the one
hand you all say President is only for show and on the other
you make him do all the dirty work. Why can’t you all solve
these differences yourself? Why should I have to come every
time into it? He said, well the situation is such that you have to
comein. So, I then sent for Dr Khan Sahib and said now what is
the trouble? They produced some speeches made by Daultana
and Mr Chundrigar in West Punjab in which they had strongly
supported the Muslim League Party. So, Dr Khan Sahib said
this is going against the Republican’s Party’s interest and they
are creating a Muslim League Party on our head. I said, look the
Muslim League Party has been in existence for God knows how
many years; you are only a two-year show and why can’t they
go around and say you must support the Muslim League. Why
don’t you go and say you support the Republican Party? The
coalition government to form the government does not mean
to give up your own party or you give up supporting your own
party. So you go and do your own thing. Then I had a meeting
with some of the leaders of the Republican Party in which Firoz
Khan Noon and Mumtaz Daultana and Nawab were there and
some others and I.
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Hassan Ispahani (interrupts)
17:28
You mean Muzaffar Ali Khan?

Iskander Mirza (...continues)

17:31—18:24

Muzaffar Ali. Yes. and I said, I am really fed up to the teeth
with all this which goes on. Every time there is some trouble
when I go out of the country and now, this time, there is no
reason for it as I told the Republican Party that those speeches
which you brought, I said, they do not impress me at all and Dr
Khan Sahib was surprised that they didn’t impress me. I said
they don’t impress me at all and now you want to break with
this party and Dr Khan Sahib has gone and joined hands with
Mr Suhrawardy again. I said I don’t understand all this and I
said, I really would like to resign and get out of all this mess.
You all cannot run the government in this way. This is my firm
conviction.

18:32 — 23:04

They got against Chundrigar who was an honourable man and
came and handed over his resignation. I told Chundrigar, I do
not accept your resignation. I will keep you for another month
and see ifit is possible to get the Republican Party to see reason.
But what I saw was that Dr Khan Sahib and Suhrawardy were
getting closer and closer together. So I could not understand it. I
asked Doctorthat one day you are kicking Suhrawardy and other
day you are becoming blood brothers. I just don’t understand
it. He said, yes this is politics. (IM mutters to himself - Well I
don’t understand this kind of politics). However, I said you can
do what you like and I will do what I like and I am going to keep
Chundrigar aslong asI can and he was furious you know. In his
heartofhearts, he hated the Muslim Leaguethat came outin this
— what is Muslim League? I said, well they gave you Pakistan,
whatever it is. But you can’t go on like this. However, I couldn’t
do anything in that one month but then I was also determined
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to see that neither Dr Khan sahib, nor Mr Suhrawardy came into
the cabinet. I told Sir Firoz Khan Noon, you form the cabinet as
the Deputy Leader of the Republican Party. And I said Krishak
Praja will form an alliance with you and you carry on. He said,
alright. And it was a very, very weak government, not able to do
anything; and I knew it from the beginning but I was not able
to do anything much myself. As at that time, I was most anxious
that the election should take place in February and they should
get the government they want. And I was so sick by that time of
all this nonsense which was going on that I wanted to get out if
possible. So, this government went on getting weak and there
was nothing... he was a great gentleman, I must say that much
for Sir Firoz; absolutely honest and well-meaning but he didn’t
have the brains or the capacity to be a good Prime Minister in a
difficult country like Pakistan with an impossible constitution.
So, we wanted some Bengalis to come into the ministry. We
selected two. I swore them in. In the morning, I swore them in,
in the evening they resigned. I inquired of Sir Firoz Khan and
I said, why is this? He said, oh they wanted the Ministries of
Industries and Commerce. As, I couldn’t give them those, they
resigned. I said, this is a funny thing, everybody wants to make
money, what is the idea? Just then, Mr Menderes, the Prime
Minister of Turkey, on his way from Formosa, came to stay with
me for three days. One evening, he said, I want to talk to you. So
I said, let us walk in the garden. We were walking in the garden
and he told me that his ambassador has told him repeatedly
that this country is going. You are our ally and naturally we are
very concerned. He said, there comes a time when the head of
state has to take any risk of his life or anything to try and save
his country and whatever I have heard here from my embassy,
this time has come and your Excellency must do something.
I advise you as a friend of the country. I said, look I have also
been thinking but I have not quite formulated in my head what
I should do?
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23:05 — 24:30
Because, as the elections are three or four months away, let
these three or four months pass and they have their election,
they can do what they like. He said, yes that only if you don’t
care whether the country goes to the dogs or not, you will do
that but you got to hold it. I said, I will, I will think. Then I get a
news that they have, first news was that the Krishak Prajak Party
have killed the Deputy Speaker of the Bengal Assembly while it
was in-session. And things are really getting in terrible state.
There were speakers through which they put loud speakers at
the President’s House like Abdul Qayyum Khan and deliver
the most abusive speeches. And the government was helpless
to do anything or didn’t care to do anything. So I got fed-up. I
decided, I will take action. Now there were two courses for me;
to suspend the constitution or to abrogateit. Suspension meant,
having one court case after the other, as Ghulam Muhammad
had when he suspended the constitution. You remember those
two court cases?

MVO 1 (far from the mic)

24:30

Yes in 1954.

Iskander Mirza (... continues)
24:32 — 26:40
I said, why go through all that today; abrogate the constitution
and immediately ask Justice Munir to come and have a look at
the 56 Constitution carefully and bring about such amendments
whichwill be suitable for the country. That was in my head and,
for the time being I thought, you see there would be a turmoil,
especially in Bengal where Awami League would be thrown out.
I must have Martial Law to support the civil power quickly and
to have Martial Law. I must have a Martial Law Administrator
and all that.

And here I had no ambition — personal ambitions to
be a dictator. I said, I will (ask) General Ayub who was my
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friend for twenty-five years to come and be Chief Martial Law
Administrator and Prime Minister and have some military
officers in the cabinet and also the greater majority of the
civilians. This is agreed to between General Ayub and me and
I fixed the date as 7th of October for issuing my proclamation
which you must have seen, which I have said, this Martial Law
is not a punitive measure but a preventive measure, i.e., not
to punish the people but to prevent any trouble and that I will
remove Martial Law as soon as possible. And this assurance, I

also gave to President Eisenhower, Mr Macmillan and the Shah

of Iran.

26:45 — 28:27

I wanted also to inform Nehru of what we had done but I just
didn’t have the time at that period. Otherwise, I didn’t think
there was anything wrong in telling Nehru that a neighbouring
country of yours have done this because it was always my wish
that India and Pakistan should live in cooperation but which
was quite impossible because of the attitude of Mr Nehru as
regards Azad Kashmir. So, the day was set for the 7th — General
Ayub arrived on the 5th. There was no such talk of his saying “to
make things legal, I must write letters here and letters there” as
said in his book. No letter writing of mine would have made
an illegal act (and the revolution is always an illegal act) legal.
I saw no necessity of writing letters all-round the countryside.
All the letters I wanted to write, which I did was to the then
Prime Minister, Sir Firoz Khan Noon, explaining that I have to
bring in this Martial Law as, in my judgement, now there was
no way out to save the country and expressing my deep regret
that I had to do it in a time when he was the Prime Minister.
That was the only letter I wrote.

28:32 — 29:50

All these stories which Ayub Khan says in his book that he talked
to me again and again about writing a letter to him about.. not
to do this and not to do that during the Martial Law period are
complete lies. I never had any talk of this nature with him. The
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only talk I had with him, which he didn’t like, was that I must
remove Martial Law by the 7th or 8th of November because it
is no longer necessary. The country has taken the revolution
with enthusiasm and I see no reason why the people should be
punished or made to suffer only hardship unnecessarily.
209:58

Like... in his book, General Ayub says that he was informed
by Air Commodore Rab that I had asked him to arrest three
Generals, Yahya, Hamid & Sher Bahadur. Two of them on the
General staff and presumably in Rawalpindi, in the midst of
an army division, 700 miles away from Karachi — and one in
Karachi doing the job of Director of Military Intelligence whose
activities had been....
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Audio Cassette 3:

0.00 — 7.07

Innuendos and attacks of the nature which have found their way
into the book I must refute: they are not only inaccurate, but
are based on trumped up reports by men like Air Commodore
Rab. This person considered the military control of the time a
God-given opportunity to wreak vengeance for his supersession
in the command of the Pakistan air Force, by Air Commodore
Asghar Khan (now Air Marshal). :

For this bit of work Rab was amply rewarded. He was
drafted into the Foreign Office and appointed Chief of Protocol;
after a brief period, he was named Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Turkey, and, later to Lebanon, an assignment he still holds.
This makes one think of the possibility of a collusion between
Rab and Ayub from the beginning.

There were four Generals in the Cabinet at the time,
Ayub, Sheikh, Azam, and Burki, all the later three very close
to Ayub. I would ask any reasonable man to consider what I
could hope to achieve by the arrest of the three Generals Yahya,
Hamid and Sher Bahadur? Yahya and Hamid were on the
General Staff and should have been in Rawalpindi at the time
I am supposed to have ordered or requested their arrest. Sher
Bahadur was in Karachi as Director of Military Intelligence. A
person possessing average wit would regard a request or order
to an Air Force Officer to arrest two Generals in Rawalpindi
about 700 miles from Karachi, or a General in Karachi in the
midst of an area in which at least one infantry brigade was
deployed within immediate striking distance, as an act of a
deranged mind, or consider it to be a fakir’s fairy tale.

What makes the assertions more absurd is that I am
supposed to have issued orders over the telephone, at a time
the lines of all those who counted in the country, including the
President’s, were being systematically tapped.

If I had harbored any self-interest, would I have initiated
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the revolution? There was nothing easier for me than to sit back,
do nothing, and remain President of Pakistan. If the revolution
of 7 October 1958, had failed, and no amount of letter writing
could convert an illegality into legality, I should have been the
only person who would have been shot. I took the calculated
risk because, in my judgement, there was no other course left if
the country was to be saved.

In my Proclamation of 7 October 1958, which I drafted
and issued, I could easily have retained all powers in my hands.
I had no desire to be a dictator.

My cardinal error was that, I trusted persons whom I
knew, and helped, for twenty years; I regarded them as reliable
and trustworthy friends.

A letter from General Ayub Khan, written in April 1958,
will prove I had no cause to suspect his loyalty, and want of
faith: -

I shall read the letter, now to you.

(Letter begins)
“My Dear President,

Please allow me to congratulate you on the decision you gave
on the higher control set up of Defence Forces. In doing so you
have shown tremendous courage, and wisdom, and have done
the Defence Forces, and the country a great service. History will
have a cause to be proud of you. I personally am indebted to
you for choosing me to shoulder this responsibility. Let us hope
that I shall come up to your expectations. I can promise you my
very best effort.

“Once again, I thank you and the Khanum for your
kind hospitality during my stay here. As usual, I have
been very comfortable.

With respects.
Yours sincerely,
M.A. Khan.” (end of letter)
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I must express my deep regret that, even my wife, who devoted
all her time to social work, and to enhance the prestige of the
President’s House, has not been spared. I categorically deny
that she asked me to get rid of Ayub Khan. There was absolutely
no reason for her to do so. The allegation only proves that, there
was someone in the President’s House base enough to fabricate
tales in the hope of improving his situation. A man of honour
would not take upon himself the task of a spy in the household
of his Head of State.

Several experienced men, among them leading
politicians, repeatedly advised me not to grant extension after
extension of service periods to the Chiefs of the Defence Forces,
saying it was a dangerous practice, unknown in Great Britain,
U.S.A. and some other great countries.

All the accounts of the talks from 5th December, to the
time of the Military coup d’état, given in the book, have no
basis. Whyshould I get apprehensive if General Ayub addressed
alarge crowd in Dacca? In an area where 55 million inhabitants
are concentrated in 50,000 square miles, crowds are normally
to be seen or can be collected. When I was Governor of East
Bengal, I addressed large crowds in several places at difficult
times, and the then Central Government did not dream of
suspecting my loyalty.

There is no logic in all this. Ayub Khan wishes to make
people believe that I worked to destroy the revolution, so that I
may be shot. Is this sense?
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THE GWADAR PAPERS

Introduction to the Gwadar Papers and President
Iskander Mirza’s role in the acquisition of Gwadar
and Pak-China relations based on declassified
documents from The National Archives
of the UK, AGDA & Wilson Centre

Syed Khawar Mehdi

There is no study of the history and politics of the Gwadar
acquisition/purchase, especially the role of Pakistan’s first
President. It is regrettable that Mr Iskander Mirza’s role was
most brusquely erased from all official records in order to paint a
very unidimensional picture and thus the search for alternative,
authentic sources outside Pakistan. The quest to get facts
took us to the National Archives in the UK and other similar
sources. The time spent in reviewing declassified files, spanning
thousands of pages yielded results with a better appreciation
of Iskander Mirza’s role in the acquisition of Gwadar. There
are documents that were declassified at my request and many
more documents that are yet to be declassified; nonetheless,
the unearthing of his role in the acquisition of Gwadar was of
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historical significance and one to be shared in the Memoirs.

The declassified documents at the National Archives
offer credible evidence of Iskander Mirza’s vision and strategic
foresight. He played a critical role in the final acquisition of
Gwadar which is supported by the declassified records. While
Prime Minister Firoz Khan Noon is given reasonable credit for
negotiating the deal, Iskander Mirza was the powerful Head of
the State and the astute lead when it came to foreign affairs, not
only in policy making but also hands-on in making important
decisions and overseeing the process. The no-nonsense
President didn’t tolerate interference in foreign policy; he
once told a western ambassador that “he had communicated
to the prime minister that he would back him to the hilt except
if he washed out on foreign policy or meddled with military.”
President Mirza showed every indication that he intended to
be in control of the country but would back the PM so long as
he did not cross him on foreign policy. Also, Mirza’s narration
ot how he stemmed PM Suhrawardy’s anti-western stance on
the 1956 Suez Canal crisis shows that it was he who ultimately
steered foreign policy and not the prime minister.

Unlike India, Pakistan had no European enclaves to
deal with but wanted to end Omani occupation of the peninsula
of Gwadar on its southwest coast. Oman had been an Arab
maritime power with possessions down the east coast of Africa
aswellas Muscatand Oman itself. Aspart of itsmaritime empire,
Oman had held Gwadar on the coast of Baluchistan since 1784.
Gwadar was comprised of a fort and a small town on a sandy
peninsula along an otherwise featureless coast with a total area
of about 307 square miles (795 km). Its boundary in the desert
with the Makran region of Baluchistan was never defined, even
by the British, who made it a port of call for steamships. Upon
Pakistan’s independence in 1947, the Sultan of Oman, Sa’id
ibn Taymur, initially refused Pakistani approaches arguing
that, as a Dominion, Pakistan was not totally independent.
The Sultan insisted any negotiations over Gwadar be between
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Oman and the UK. However, the British insisted Pakistan was
independent and refused to become involved. Gwadar was sold
to Pakistan on 6 September 1958 for £3 million (Nicolini, 1999).
(From “Waiting for the Esquimo. An Historical & Documentary
Study of the Cooch Behar Enclaves of India and Bangladesh.
University of Melbourne, 2004.)

The Gwadar portislocated on the coastal area of Makran.
For centuries, Makran was Terra Incognita where exilics,
rebels and fugitives would seek refuge. Among the first were
the Omanis who gradually imposed their power on the main
coastal centres. The case of Gwadar is of particular interest as
the town; its port and the surrounding territory were granted
as a jagir (a temporary grant of land exempted from taxation)
by the Khan of Kalat to the Al Bu-Said (Sultan bin Ahmad) of
Oman. From a jagir, Gwadar soon assumed the status of an
enclave of the Sultanate of Oman. As close connections always
existed between the two countries, the Omani presence in the
Makran region facilitated their control of the local trade and the
regional and tribal mechanisms of power. The strategic role of
the port of Gwadarwas crucial within the framework of the slave,
ivory and spice trade between the Arabian Peninsula and East
Africa on the one side and Central Asia on the other. During the
second half of the 19th century, Gwadar was a dominion of the
Sultans of Oman, a source of income for the Gichki from Kech,
a strategic observation post for the English government along
the coast of Makran in the direction of Persia and a staging-
post of the Indo-European telegraph line. (Beatrice Nicolini—
Historical & Political Links between Gwadar and Muscat from
19th Century Testimonies).

The British were well aware of Gwadar’s strategic
importance and, while there was interest, no breakthrough had
ever been made due to theindifference of Omani rulers. In 1784,
the Khan of Kalat, Mir Muhammad Naseer Khan I, of the Brahui
Ahmadzai clan, granted suzerainty over the Gwadar peninsula
and its hinterland to Sultan bin Ahmad of the Al Said dynasty of
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Muscat who, due to an internal power struggle with his brother,
Said bin Ahmad, had escaped to Gwadar from Muscat in 1784.
Upon returning to Muscat in 1792 and capturing power, Sultan
bin Ahmad maintained his possession of Gwadar by appointing
a Wali (Governor) and ordering a fort to be built there. Sultan
bin Ahmad also ordered his government to attack and annex
the nearby Persian port of Chahbahar though nothing is known
of this grandiose plan’s execution.

As Gwadar is a pivotal keystone to the future of geo-
economics and connectivity in the region, its acquisition from
the Sultanate of Oman was a strategic foresight and a brilliant
masterstroke from Pakistan. Iskander Mirza’s strong-armed
diplomacy along with the able guidance of Prime Minister Sir
Firoz Khan Noon’s government throughout the acquisition
process was instrumental in achieving the desired results. It
was the only time since the initial accession of the princely
states in 1947—-8 that Pakistan’s territory had increased.

Certainly, President Iskander Mirza’s regional clout,
good terms with the international community and the respect
heenjoyed with the British Government played averyimportant
role, although itneverdeterred him from twisting Great Britain’s
arm in extracting a good deal for Pakistan. In a letter marked
SECRET dated 25 November 1957 from Sir Derek M.H. Riches,
Head of Eastern Department, Foreign Office, to Sir Bernard
Burrows, Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, based in
Bahrain — “I think that you should know the following piece of
information for your own guidance only. In conversation with
the Prime Minister on October 30, the President of Pakistan
brought up the subject of Gwadar which he said really must be
settled in Pakistan’s favour if Pakistan were to remain in the
Commonwealth.” This can indeed be verified from the records
in the Foreign Office archives of Pakistan, UK & Oman. Gwadar
was officially purchased by Pakistan on 8 September 1958 and,
on 8 December 1958, after 174 years of Omani rule, it became
part of Pakistan.
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Unfortunately, history as scribed by the State and
its retainers made sure to understate President Mirza’s
contributions through callous censorship, and his role in the
Gwadar acquisition became one of the many casualties.

Based on historical accounts from the memoirs of a
former ambassador of China, it appears that the seed to the idea
of CEPEC was laid as early as the 1950s. Also, in the NYT report
of 9 September 1958, Pakistan had plans to develop Gwadar as
a second port of West Pakistan.

In the early days of the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, there were no professional diplomats and Geng Biao
was transformed overnight from a general into an ambassador.
In 1956, Geng Biao was appointed the Chinese ambassador to
Pakistan and the appointment coincided with the founding
ceremony of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. Geng Biao wrote
in his memoir (Geng Biao memoirs (1949 to 1992) “Pakistan is
a close neighbour of China and has friendly relations in history.
The establishment of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is a great
opportunity to enhance bilateral exchanges and friendship.”

In March 1956, Geng Biao arrived in Pakistan. A few days
after his arrival, Iskander Mirza made an exception to meet him
before the presentation of his diplomatic credentials as China’s
ambassador to Pakistan. Atthat time, an official of the Pakistani
Foreign Ministry told Geng Biao that this was the first time for
the Governor General to meet a foreign ambassador who had
not yet presented his credentials which showed the importance
the Governor General attached to the Chinese government and
its ambassador.

On 23 March, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan was
officially established. Geng Biao accompanied Chinese Vice
Premier He Long to the founding ceremony. Governor General
Iskander Mirza became the first President of Pakistan and Geng
Biao presented his credentials as the first Chinese ambassadorto
Pakistan after the official founding of the country as the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan. President Major General Iskander Mirza,
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General Ayub Khan and General Geng got along very well as
they shared a common background with similar interests like
hunting. Within no time, General Geng Biao achieved complete
harmony with the Pakistani leadership in establishing the
foundations of a strong relationship between the two armies.
General Geng Biao, during his appointment as the
Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan in 1956-59, realized the
importance of connecting China and Pakistan by road. The
highway was a joint Pakistani and Chinese project and the idea
to build the Karakorum Highway (KKH) was first conceived
by Geng Biao. The work on the Karakoram Highway started in
1959, was completed in 1979 and opened to the public in 1986.
President Xi Jinping served as General Geng Biao’s Staff
Officer. As a young officer, Xi Jinping was trained and mentored
by General Geng Biao who later became the Vice-Premier of
China during 1978-1983.
George Cunningham, who was then the Governor of the
North West Frontier Province, wrote in his diary in September
1947 how the Pakistan government was allowing “small parties
of Muslims to infiltrate into Kashmir” and how they supported
the armed lashkar by providing aid and ammunition. His diary
entries detail his conversations with Liaquat Ali Khan (the
first Prime Minister of Pakistan) and Colonel Iskander Mirza
(later the first President of Pakistan) and their knowledge and
involvement in supporting the tribal infiltration into Kashmir.
Iskander Mirza’s IPS background, postings in NWFP and vast
experience including his role in Kashmir helped in foreseeing
the strategic importance of such a road connecting the two
countries and explains his reaching out to the Chinese.
According to Filippo Boni in the Policy Brief titled ‘The
US-Chinarivalry in South Asia and Pakistan’s hedging dilemma’
from the Robert Schuman Centre at the Global Governance
Programme, “In the following year (1956), Iskander Mirza, the
Pakistani President, decided to visit China despite concerns
expressed by the US administration. He reassured the US that
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Pakistan would “abide by all our obligations to the United
States” and noted that the country had faith in the Southeast
Asia Treaty and Baghdad Pact and we will abide by all the
treaties we've signed... but he felt that there will be no danger in
going to Beijing. Further evidence of Pakistan’s desire to keep
a door open to China, while being tied to the US system of Cold
War alliances, can be found in a 1956 cable from the Chinese
Embassy in Pakistan in which Chinese diplomats noted that
Pakistan was “relatively enthusiastic about developing trade
between the two nations. ... The number of solo meetings that
our ambassador and chargé d’affairs had with the Pakistani
president and prime minister in May and Juneis unprecedented.
The various leaders of landlord and capitalist political parties,
and giants in industry and commerce, all emphasise when [we]
meet that China’s progress is amazing, that it is the strongest
nation in Asia and that Chinese and Pakistanis should be
friendlier.”

Similarly, in a declassified confidential cable dated 17
May 1956 from the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan reporting to
MOFA in Beijing with cc to Chairman Liu Shaoqi and Zhou
Enlai on the Pakistani President’s Exclusive Conversation
with American Reporters, it is obvious that President Iskander
Mirza’s strategic overture to China was not looked upon kindly
by the much-disappointed American media. The cable says
(1) According to United Press International (UPI) reports,
Pakistani President Iskander Mirza issued a very foolish
statement when meeting alone with UPI reporters the other day
saying that nothing in Pakistan’s stance and actionswithregard
to Communist China implies a lessening of its friendship with
the United States, or a move toward neutrality in international
affairs. The Pakistani prime minister, on his upcoming visit to
China on 2 June, will not reduce Pakistan’s obligations toward
the United States or other Western countries. Mirza said: “We
abide by all our obligations to the United States; we have faith
in the Southeast Asia Treaty and the Baghdad Pact, and we will

218

IQBAL
FORUM



IQBAL
FORUM

Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

abide by all the treaties we've signed.

General Geng Biao. Ambassador to Pakistan and
the architect of Pakistan China relations

There are some who worry about what direction our
government officials are moving in (implying moving toward
a neutral line), but I feel there will be no danger in going to
Beijing.” (2) Mirza stated: The United States should face
the facts and recognize China so as to ease the international
situation. He said that, although Pakistan is one of the Southeast
Asia Treaty nations, and a close ally of the United States, it has
still recognized Beijing; although it is difficult for the United
States to recognize Beijing after having established Taiwan, it
should not ignore this government that does, in fact, exist. If
the United States recognized China, it could draw China away
from the Russian Communist Party clique, and the United
States and Britain could influence China to take a position more
beneficial to the West in international affairs. (3) Regarding
the issue of Sino-Japanese trade, Mirza advocated increasing
Sino-Japanese trade so that “Communist China will not have to
rely completely on Russia.” He also holds that Japan should be
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accepted into the United Nations to make it more influential in
Asian affairs.

It is obvious that President Iskander Mirza was his own
man and not playing to the tune of international power brokers.
It was Pakistan’s interest and sovereignty that ruled supreme in
his policies and as obvious in his statements. In another cable
from the Chinese Embassy in Karachi to Beijing reporting
on Iskander Mirza speeches during his visit to Turkey on 28
July, he (Iskander Mirza) said: in a world where distances are
shrinking more and more, to speak of neutralism is like reciting
a romantic poem. But he also said that “coexistence means fully
respecting other nations’ sovereignty and independence and
complete non-interference in their internal affairs,” “amity and
cooperation,” and using “peaceful negotiation and mediation
to resolve differences.” In Turkey’s parliament, he said: “It is
only through strong, active, constructive actions that peace can
be maintained. We do not at all believe that peace can only be
maintained through the force of power politics.”

These words and similar other sentiments expressed on
various occasions by Iskander Mirza were not exactly the kind of
music US was attuned to hearing and it wouldn’t be preposterous
to assume that the idea to disengage Iskander Mirza from the
power equation gained footing from thereon and so began the
search for a person to deliver on their terms. Thus were laid the
seeds to a vassal state in the region and proven subsequently as
history unfolded.
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DECLASSIFIED FILE FO
371/126929
1957

Negotiations between the Sultan of Muscat and Pakistan
concerning Gwadar oil rights
The high-resolution declassified images from File FO
371/126929 were exclusively acquired for the
Iskander Mirza Memoirs from the National Archives
in compliance with the Copyright Laws and the right to
publish from the National Archives. \
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the succcssitl suppression

e rebellio e with the help of Britisn forces,

w AR UM We of & somting resn
e i n ir 4 r $ 4 * %
‘ 3 S8 LA Minot the Jaltan have asked H,ILGC,

W arese hin W agree o an early settloment, and §
nectasary, 10 receive a Pakistan mpresentative to conduct
rect migotistions, hon She AN, Political Resident
it this gropocal to the Sulten on wgust 18, the iatter
#31d Ut he could not give a decision until his visit
1-in Ootober, and that in no eircumstances would
N8 ngree to negotistions except through HLILG, urther
netructions to 1LY, Political Resident are now mier
cormideration,
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DALMORAL CASTLE

22n1 August, 1957,

LD 1o3u]ig® § A
oy | N

Dear .> A ~a——

|
¥ény thanks for the note on Gwadur,
which you sent with your letter of the 21st
August. This 18 ozactly what was required
and The Queen has been mach interested to
read about it.

Yours sincerely,

D.C. Syson, Esq.
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Asericen Neddling 18 "siigtanciucont Zolationie
A report from Yaveshi veferved %0 the ‘Tisee of Hereehi® for
a report that Wesdle Philipe, "sb Americen Dusineseusn,
now ehief eoononic adviser to the Pulten of “wsont", wes
telieved o have arvived in forechd in an ettewt o prevent
e settlement of the Owadsr &ispute Betveess Pekistan and
Wuscst, Pakisten hed been negotlsting ®ith the Sultas of
Huseat through the good offices of Pritain, but hithurto it
had provel impossidle to “pin down” the Fulten to ey definfie
oomnitaent, Philipe, mid the paper, had extensive ofl
tnterests in the Persisn Gulf and in Gendsr, where he hod
oltained & monopoly of ol prespeeting "for tat smuglere’
persdise®, It wmag belioved t2at he vished lo poetpme &
pottloment betroen the Dultan and Mukisten witil the orea
et besu prospested for oil, The peper mid thst s whale
fesue ves perneated by “a strong emell of ofl” ead

episined that Uusder wae used g 6 omulre for guagriisg
@14, textiles and other gvode in%o Pakistan, (FONA. 5,937
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SONFIENTAL
Crpber A TR,
RLIRIMTION
o, 163 D, 837 p.». September 16, 1957
September 16, Ei?‘
LREPLAE
CEIDNTIA.

Hepeated for information to Babrais

A Kersobl sewspaper is alleged fo bsve reported
that Tendedl Pillipe, descrided as "oble? cocmomlc adviser
to the Sulan of Nussat®, hes obtelined sole rights to
grospeot for ofl in Swaldur, eod is therefore isterested in
delaylag a settlemest on Gwadur Detween the Sultas and
Pakistan,

2. Flease confirm that oo comcession for oil prospecting
has been granted to sayose in respect of Gwadur. ubject
uay be ralsed by Pacistani Forelgs Misister wbo arrives bere
tonight,

Zastera Depuriseut

Bews Departaent

Tafornatios Policy Depurtaent
Boononie Relations Depsrtwrat

i titid
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DRAPY METSA08 PR FRIME MINISTER TO
Mo, CPRATARY

Ny dear Prims Winister,

Thank you for your (etter of the £9h of rujwt
about the protlea of Gendur, I a@ gisd lhsl you wpote
to = 28 1t glves =2 &n opportanity to explala to you
direct all thad ve have Deen dolng, or uying W Jo,

+

belp you 1o thls matler slove we .act et ia lo0%G

2, ! myssif bao previocusly lea.ed Loatroctions that
thle should Do taisu uy wosl stroagiy with the Su.tas of
asent agd Q. 8 you Lave asresty baeu Loloreed
throagt our high Conmieslcosr in sarechl sad Lirough

FOuP UAgt Comulealons: Were, e (vilticai Fasident in

ﬁﬁ"\-h , BOLING on Lheae Instinuc tious, exsrted ‘he

¥

\glos est nosslbie predsure on thw Juiten to setiie the
Gasdup question, e s asked o try Lo securs the
Mritan's agreement to meet A Paxistan ropresentonlive at
onge for dirset negotintions.

3. 2ir Jernapd Zaprowe bas reported thal he used svery
avallabie argumnt with the Jaitan, imciuolag the
dirricultios of your Goverament with your public opision.
1 am sstiafiad that he 414 his pest to persuade the Sullan
t0 mace an lamediate move, [ anars your disappolataeat
tiat, despite the stroagest poselble Jressure the moet
that Jir Dersard Surrows was abie %0 1nduce the Zuitan
to say wao that be would Ve i answer W the United

rlagion Govermrent whes be visits Loadon ia Lclober and

foveuber naxt,

4, 1AKke you, I am sorry that more definits progress bas
Jot
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got been possible, But a8 you know, the Suiten is the
baad of an independest slats, aad there are iimites bayund
which we oaunot prese fimg loreover, it 15 true that at Ue

preseut, somsat the Suitan hes other matters furclcg thea-

selves on Wiz attention, In sny case wo are satisfied that
1% wouid De upproductive of positive reouite %0 press the
Suitan farther notil fis vielt tere at the ond of Octobep,
™o do (0 might on.y risk osteing him to meke up Ris slod
peainet, ssking sny move i Lhe dlpection we Doth deaire and
to coutent himsell with cesling with yoor specific @mpisinte
0.8 swoggiing, Fig otrength lies in bié iegnl position
on sbioh, a# you raocw, should be bound tn taks the line
tust we and the Covernment of .diz (previous to 1947) hed
sccepted bie title to Owacur,

B, You may be sure Lhet when the Mmiten visits this
countey next mooth we shall mgain press hias to give a
gatigfuetory snswer of Owadwrs ¢ sbail st that time

£i80 pregs him to enter into direct diocussions with your
Covernment.  Indeed, Lf the President of Pakistan 1e 1o
‘onden privetely at the tame tinme ar the Suitan, & WO
understand be may be, we could (Lf thie is agreesbis to you)
puggest to the ‘ultsn that the t=o sbould bave a conversation.
T cannob of oourss say what the Suitan's reactiom will be to
this, dut we will do all we ean to persunde him,

6, 'The next move canmot be made uatil the Juitan's viait
ot the end of Octobar, Until then I fear we must, As you
say, porgsas our scule in patience,
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. mfﬁr!fn-'(

(8o |
.

FREOAAL 7 :
20: U HIOH COMMIZBIONT I BXISTA (40200)
(adht 2154 mm%r, 1955) '
rmEn Cfus C LB
do, 1867  gpoRED © Rven vfe dfr
SUADDER i

The Prime Minister has recelved a meosage Irom Nr, Sulirawapdy
sbout Owndur, copy of whish will be sant to you Uy bag,

-
5

\
J 2., Plesse oconvey to ¥, Sbhrawapdy following personnl mossege
. froc Prime Minfster in peply. Bogine,

¥y dear Prime iinister,

Thank yuo for your letster of the 29th of august sbout the
problien of Geadar, I o gled thet you wpote %o 5@ as 1t gives me wn
opportunity to explnin ts you dimect ull thut we have been doing, or
trying to do, to hely you in this setter eince we ldet 0t in London

2, I wmyself had previsusly issusd lastractions that thls shouid de
token up moet strongly with the Buitap of Musent and Oman, o8
have already been iaformed through our High Commissiner in Earachd
and through your High Compdesicner haro, the Politica) Reanident in
Behrain, acting on those ingtruotions, axerted the strongest possibls
pressure on the Sultah to settle the Gwndur queation, He wee asied
ta try to secure the Sultan's agreesmnt to meot & Pukistan
representative at once fop direct negotiations,

3. Bir Pernsrd Burrows has reportad thnat he used every aviilable
srgument with the Bultan, incloding the Aiffiovities of your
Qovernment with your peblio opinion, I em sstisfied that he 444 his
beot %2 persunds the Bultan to wnke an lmmediste move, I share your
disappointmsnt that, desjite the strongest puasible prossure the
most thet 8ir Bernsrd Burrows wap 2ble to induce the BSultoan to say
wis that he would give his answer to the United Kinplom Govermuent
vhen he visits London in Ootober and Noveuber next,

ks Like you, I ap sorry that more definite progress has not been
possible, Dut as you know, the Sultan 1s the head of an indapandsnt
state, and there are limits beyond which we cannot press him,
Moreover, it is true that ot the preasnt moment the 8u) tan has othar
satteors foraing themeelves on his attention, In aay csse we are
sctisfied that it would be mrodustive of positive results to prese
the Bultan farther antil his visit here at the end of Oetoder. To
45 o0 might only risk causing him to moake up his mind sgainst making
any move in the direction we Doth desaine and to foptent hinself with
dsaling vith your specific complaints e.;. mwgriing, His strength
1iee in Mis legnl positicn on whioh, as you know, wo should e bound
to take the 1ine thet we and the Oovernmeat of India (previous to
1947) had scesited his title to Owsdur,
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£, You mRy be sure that when the Sultan vinits tais country next
month we shall sgain press him t5 give o satisfsotopy andwer on
gwadur, We shall at that tiue also press him to entar iato &irect
\iscusaions with your Govermment, Indeed, 1 the Fresident of
Pukistan 1s ia London privatsly ot the same time os the Bultan, oa
ve understand he may be, we could (if this is agreeabls to you
suggest 5o the Saltan that the two should heve & ccaversution. 1
canmot of ecurse any vhat the Suitan's resction will be to this, dut
wo will 4o 2il we otn t2 pergsuade him,

6, 'The pext move otnnat be mnde antll the Sultan's viait at the

and of Ootober,’ DMisil then I fear We RNSt, 8B you SaY, [L05008 OUD
soule in patisnce. #nls,

179 94
QU DIETRINZION

10 Downing Strees e, Zulusts
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SECRET

A Inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office

SECRET
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- -
- @ mam 2eapes plinag,
Pakiear Bl

Xy Ooer Frise Mizister,

1 shagk you for your wary considerete reply 14 sy letter
ropard.og (watee,  Thare are inossd ey ressas wy U
Sultan of dusost in Pemisting settlssat with ‘scieten.
thMﬂ’ﬂanﬂW.“
t&h“ﬂxuu“umm
Ity ultimetel, beowme insoliuble, I en sentisg you & engy
of & Pepert, of owr Intelligmos Arench which will Lrews
11000 of Light on the hasitetion of tie Sultan to give
Omdiy and gome 16 & pottlemeet with Pekistan,

1 am sorry Wet I comnet agree with the poist of view
«mmmumuu-rmn-
Jegitinets soverelgn clals @ Omtur, I oould ewd you &
Trdef shiich will set out the history of Us place, sad sieh,
in Wy opinion, oswonstretes Urrefutably List the Sultss teas
20 soversign rigita, 1, lowewer, refyels s doing e 1o
View of the sttitude of Lis Rritish Govermest, sd alse
mtmwlmd‘&hdﬂhw&
Trivelons o » wete of tien.

1 m meiting amdomly the results of We fartiemisg
Bty Dutvons e Rullan of st wg yoawels.

With kindest regeNds s mea. ks T o efTEts
0 wrive ol & pettleeent,

) Towre sinverely,

o)
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The port of Owadar bas becoms & virtusl base for
anti~soolal eotivities against Paxistas, ™he agerts of
Maseat and India opersts thers fresly in carrying on largs
seale mwggling of gold, currency, eloth and otber consuwmer
£00d0 16to Pakistan, They hove msiotaioed their limks with
local mmag:lers 1o famchi wbo 10 tam emgzle rios, wheat
Zlour and kerosene oil from Fukistan, ALl goods semgiled
fran Bogbay, Perwisn Oulf and other foreign oountries are
stored at. Geadar from where they are smggied ioto Paxistan
both by land as well a8 by ses, The awgilers st Gmsdar
aocept. mostly Indian ourrenay and pound steriing from their
customere io Pakistas with the result thst the Fakistani
ourrenay has oo oirculstion there, Some time ago the
mte of Fakistan! currency was smething sbout Rs,156/~/-
for 100 Indian rupess, AL prosent Pakistasi currency is
alsost out of oireoulationst Owadar,

Hilal Big Hamad, the ¥aali (Governor) aod Abdul hsb,
the Mudeer (“ollestor) respectively of Owadar are nixed up
with these mmgglors who take their shares frem them, Bota
the Goverrment of India and the Sheikh of Muscsl are in the
know of this busioass and purposely counive at these
aotivities, Yauda Alleb Bux and Tanda Yousuf, tso notorious
“aluont smigglors of Owedar, who held considereble iufluence
ovar the Baluobi posulation of Ceadar and Pakistami
miuchistan are in the good books of the Shelih of imscat,
T™he (helkh often 1avites them to Muscat where they are
Lrouted a8 Otate gussts and provided with all sorts of
udmnpﬂqmﬁwﬁ
there.  Thay visit Kaniohi fyequently to onganise mugeling
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warelions bers, ““They fave’ thelr cwn launchag whieh opér
mw.mmmmxqum
activitiss, Kauda Allah Bux and is Diother Kauda Ahmed
have got thedr own bouses in ¥alakot, lyari Quarters at’
Karaochi,  Yousuf Margook, a notorious Ared mmggler of
Karacht who had been externed sowetime ago, has taken sdode
at Kwait but operaten at Owadar under the protection of
Geadar authoritics, Some time age & Karech! smuggler who
oould not pay the black money at Gwadar was arrested by
Abdul Rab and put io a well whioh i used as prisen there.
It was with great difficully that uis men Lrom Karaohl went
to Geadar, paid the black money purehased st aboommal ratss
in Kapaohl and secured his release. These organised
amiggling sotivities continue to affect Pakistan economy
advepsely and wre greatly resposeible for the undervaluation
of Paiistani currency in the Pereian Gulr,

. The population of Geadar is about 8,000, Out of theam,
there are about 200 Hindu business men including those who
have migrated from Siod after partition, They are all Indisn
nationals and radidly anti-Pakistan, About 1,000 Khojas
from Boubay have also mede thelr way to Gwadar and establi~
sbed their business there, They have got their liaks in
Bonbay and Karachi which faoiiitates thelir smmggling
aotivities at both ends, The rest (6,800) are all Jalucnis
who have got all their naturel lioks with Pak-Beluvenhistas,
Toey are all uoder the influsnce of Kauda Allab Bux and
Eauda Yousuf who 1o tarp are under the iaflussce of the
Sholkh of Musost.

It is a facl that the prectise of slavery is still
1o vogue throughout the Sheikhdam, There are regular
markots st Nisws, Abri and Zsbire Mosssam where slaves

el
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are sold and purohased as a ommodity, The Arubs take a
leading part in this pefarious tusiness, There are instances
of Pakistanie having been kidnapped frem Karachi,
maluchistan and the lorth "estern regions of West Pakistan
frae tine to time for cale at these marwta. The Paiistasi
Mirenis are in l1ink with Ard tiaders and kidoap children
fron here who are then taken by them or handed over W
Amd tradere for sale &t theos markets,

There ia & great concentration of Indians in Geadar,
The Gheikh of Musost himoolf has got large busineos
intarests in Bonday, s father, Syed Taimur, is living {n
Bombay for oome time past, ‘The Sheikh also pays fregquent
visite to Pmbay a3d 18 more inolined tosands India than
Peiistan, The Govervmeot of Todia have evar been anxious to
inoreass the s2ope of their iafluence in Oeadar for
otratogio purposes. Towards the olose of the year 1855 it
was roported that the Goveroment of India had offered a
hanleone amount of money t0 the Sheikh of Muscat to grant
India cortain facilitiss in tho port of Geadar, It was
proposed that if the maongeseat of the port was rum on
systeatio and cammeroial 1ines with the assistance of
Indisn tashmical axperts, it oould b6 & source of great
rovore to the Thelkh,  India wanted to conclude an agreasent
with the Shellkh of Juscat whereby the entire adninistration
of the port was 0 be taporarily treasferred to India in
exchange for a handsone anount of mooey in the firet
instancs, The revermwes of the port were to be divided
between the Govervmest f India and the Jnelkh equally after
deduoting th expenses of the adsinistretion. Te do ot mow
whother the Covermssnt of Indis have sucosedsd in ooncluding
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& secrot agreaent with the Shefkh of Musest but we have
“Uﬁllﬂ“ﬂh.lmﬁ%ﬂmm
sadervtending Umt the Shelkh of Musoat has propased o
aprolat Mr, Purd, & senlor officer fn the Tndtan Consulade ut
Masest, a8 Aduiaistrator of Gesdar in place of Mv, Wyoe,
who has proceeded £0 Mgland oo & long leave, It 1s
significent to note that all those who are 10 touch with
Quadar confim this aprointaect whareas Tauds Youss® sho
fng cane to Kapachi on 5,8,1067 contmdiets 1t, It is
posuible that Mr. Puri mey not bave taken the chargs as yet,
but the suthestislty of this propossl csanot be decied,

Infomstione gathered by us go to show that Indis
s orgeniosd propagands campaign against Pakistan in
mrtionlar snd agaiost the British in geneml throughout
the Pereian Gulf. The Shefkh of Musoat 15 aleo understood
to be wipry with Pakistas 1o the heart of his bearts
though be doss not exyress iis faslings freely, e connives
&L the astivities of his agents in apreading hatred and
dleafTootion against Pakistan 1 collsboration with Indtssa,
Jom Uise ago a mve was 101tisted Ly certsin young Daluchis
for the retem of Gesder 1o Pak-lalushistan, This wes
oppossd by Indisn fiodus and Ared mmgglers who had tho
support. of the Soefih with than, The Shefkh deputed
faade Allsh Mux and Kauda Yousuf and brided them heavily
W sgpress e move, '

L4
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Pakisten, Karachi, the 11tk October
1957,

¥y Qear Prims Misister,

I sbask yeu for your very eonsidernts reply $o my letter
regurding Oweitur, There are indesd many reasons why the
Sultan of Nusca® 1s resisting eettlement with Pakistas, India
19 taking advastage of the situation and may 50 estrench
1%00l? in Owsdur as $0 creste un intermatiomal complisstion,
It mey ultimately beoome insoluble. I w= sending you & oopy
of s repor: of cur Intelligesce Brunchk which will throw &
£100d of l{ght un the hesitation of the Sultan to give up
Owadur and come to o settlement with Pakistan,

1 an sorry that I cannot agree with the point of view
of the Pritish lasyery that the Sultan of Nuseat has any
legitimate sovereign olaim on Owsdur, I could send you a
brief which will set out the history of the place, and which,
in sy opinicn, demomstrates irrufutably thas the Sultan hes
o sovereign rights. 1, however, refrain from doing so i
view of the attitude of the British Government, and also
tecause at this stage & consideration of this will be academic,
frivolous snd & waste of iime,

I a= swaiting anxiously the results of the forthooming
sesting betwees the Sultan of NMuseat and yourself,

¥ith kindest regurds and swy thasks for your efforte
to arcive st & setilement,

Yours sincerely,

[ oo Rt. Hen'bls (8gd.} N, 8. SUNRAWARDY,

| My, Harold Msemilianm, ‘

Prine Minister of U.K,
Londen.

|
s sl ~ |
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Z0P SECRET
The port of Gwsder has besoms @ virtusl bese for.

anti-sccis] setivitise egsinst Pskisten., The agente of
Busoet end Imdis spurete AT freely in osrryisg o» lerge
eoele smuggling of gold, eurrescy, cloth and olhrer ecosuses
go04s 1nto Mkistsn, They heve ssintsieed their 1faks with
loce)l smugglers 1o Kareehit who 4n ture seupgzls rice, whest
flouy 54 Xerveene oll fros Pekistsn, All goods miwugzled
from Pombey, Persise Guls’ sand otdsr foreign coumtries sre
stored st Owsdsr from where tisy sre suuggled into Pekistan
both by lend =8 well es by ses. The amugglers et Owedsr
ecceot s00tly Indins cmrremcy end pousd sterling from tnelir
customers in Pakisten with the rewult thet the Pekietsni
sarrency his 80 circulition tiere. Bows time eogn the excusnge
rets of Pekisteni curremoy wee something about R8,155/~/~
for 100 diap pupess, At present Pekisteni currency is
elnost o4t of cirsulstion st Owedsy,

Rilel B48 Essed, she Wasli (Oovernor) snd Abdul Rab,
the Vudosr (Onllector) respectively of Owsdar are mixed up
with these smugglers who teke their shores from them, DBoth
tae Ooverswent of Indis snd ikh of Huscst sre in the
know of Shis mum_-m parposely connive »¢ these
sotivities, [Kscds Allsh Dux sod Fauds Yousuf, two sotorious
PBalachl smagglers of Oweder, ¥ho hold considereble (nfluence
over the Balesni populetion of Gwsdsr and wkisteni

Beluckisten sre 18 the good boots of the Bhelkh of Wascet,

The Bheikh often Lovites lhen G0 Wusest where they sre
trested sn Btate gusste snd provided with »11 sorte of
lsxurivs st Wat plece. Thowe smugglere exereiss equal
suouat of isfluence sver the Indisn smugglers who operete
there, They visit Farecni mmv to orgenise swuggling
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opervtions here, They have Sheir owm leuwiches which operete
between Owader, Ormeye, Pesal snd Xersehi Sor amuggling
sctivities, ZXaods Allsk Pux 8¢ Ale drotusr Ksuds Aerd
heve got thelr own houses in Xelskot, Iysri Cusrters st

Eeyschi, Yousuf Wersook, ® motorisss Aved emuggler of

Esrechi who had beon externed sametine ego, hs teksu stode
#¢ ¥weit but opereiss ¢t Gusdrr under Ine yrolection of
Gwsdey sulnorities, Gome time ago ¢ Ksregai swag ler W
eould sot pay the Llack mooey ot Owndsy weg srrested by
Abdsl Rab and put 40 o well which (s G364 ss Priscn therse,
It wee with grest 4ifficqisy that pie men fros Eayechi went
to Owsdar, psld tae black money purcissed al stoomml retes
in Kerscni e2d secured bis relonss, Theee orgsnised
auggitn, sotivities comtinug to efvent TeXistea evyeozy
sdveresly »od ore grestly responsibie for the andervelmtion
of "skistant ourresoy in tae Persien Oelf

The populsiion of Owadsr 15 sboul 8,000, Ouws af them,
there are shout 200 Kinds business men including Shose o
Bave migrated fyom 6ind sfter partition. They ore sll Indise
etionels and rabldly esti=Pekisten, About 1,000 Xhojes
from Doty have slso made elr wey to Owadar end setadli-
ohed thsir business there, They have got thelr liaks t»
Basbay end Earechi wiich feeilitetes thelr swugyling
sotivitienr 2% both snde, The rest (6,900) sre o1) Belachis
oho heve got a1l thelr setarel lfnks with Mi-Delashistes,
They are 51) wnder the (nfloence of Eeade Allah Bux and
fvads Yousuf eho ia turs sre wnder the influeace of She
fhellh of Ruposs, i

T8 fa » fect that the prectice of slsvery 28 sfill
iz vogue W‘ the Malkhdon, Thare sre reguler
meykels ot Fimwm, el end Sahive Nosasen whare slavew
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e

are ocld snd purchased wa o commodity, The Arele take &
leading purt im this nefariocus business. There are isstances
of Pakistanis having been kidna;ped from Karushi,

Baluohistan azd the N stern regions of Wust Purkistan
from time to tise for sale af> these markets, The Pukistuni

=
Airusls are I8 iink with Ared traders and Xidzap o ildren

from hers who are then taken by them or handed over %o Amd
tradere for sals et these markets,

There is & greut concentratisn 0f Indlens in Gwadar,
The Sheikh of Huscst bimpelfl bay got laree business interests
in Bombay. His father, Syed Talmur, is iiving in Banbday
for some time past.. The Jhalkh «igo paye freiuent vieits
to Boabay and 48 more imolined tomerds Indis than Fakistanm,
he Goverrment of India have ever deen anxicus $0 imorease
the sco;¢ of their influence ir Gendar for sirstegic purjosea,
Towards the cione of the year 1955 it was rejorted Shat the
Goverrment of India had offered s handsome amount of mopey 4o
the Sheikh of Muscu® to grant Inlia certaip faciifities in $he
port of Gmadar. It was propesed that 4f the maragenens of
the port was run ox eystematic and commercial lince wiln ths
assistance of Indian technical experts, it could be s mource
of great revenue %0 the Shelkn., India santed to norclvds ap
agrosmant with she Sheikh of Muscat wherwdy the entire
wdainiotration of $he port was £o be teaporarily transferred to
Indis in sxchange for o handsome asount of money ia the first
instance. The revenues of the port were to te alvided
between the Covernment of India and the Snsikhk equally after
daducting the sxpenses of the adminjatration. ¥e 4o not kpoxw

whether the Goverrment of Indis have suceseded in coscluding
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& Deooet agreenest wEth the Fhelld of Nascat N ve have
ressons S0 beliewe Thut 1t Ss ss & result of some ssored
deretenting thet the Melld of Nusost has jrojosed to
sgpeiat W, Purd, & senicr officer iz the Indisz Donsulste &t
Tusset, se Adwisistrwtor of Dmadar in jlace of ¥r. Tyne,
st bes procesfel to Ingland on & long leave. It is
sigificast %o note that &1 tioee who are In Semsh with
Peniar soxfirs this ajyelnteert wherves Ksads Yousul who
bow come %o larwcdd on B.5.1957 comtreddcta it. It ds
pomsitle thet B, Puxi mny 0% heve Taben the oharge =8 Y,
et the sbarticity of this gropemal csrmet be gerded.
Iaformstione guthered 1y um g0 to show that Iadie
bEs trcsIiEal jrosacstis SeniLiEn agRinst Fakisten in
jertivaler sud sgaizet tbs Rrivieh iz generel teroughout
i Peredan Guif.  The Sheddd of ¥useat ir slso undersiool
%o be ushegyy with Pakdeter iz the heerf of 3Hs hesris

though Be 4oes 2ot ei;Tess his Teelizmge freelz. He consdves

st the sotivitise #f M sgente inm spresding Batved and
fealtfectitn arrizet Pukister in colladoretion witk Isdisne.

Some tire 5gc & move was imdtisted W ceriain youmg Baluckis

o the returm of Genday to Pak-Balucchisten., This was
oypesed 3y Infisse Tindus mmd Aned ssugrlers e bad the
spport of the Shelkk with then, Ihe Thelih Geputed

Zauts Allsh Bar sod Zands Youeof and hrided them heavily

10 8, TESE 158 WEVR.
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SECRET /
4 Outward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office
] i -
! ] lo‘“’ ¢ g
3
SECRET
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The Preatdunt then mentioned the gquesiion o Swalur stilod
he sald nust really be sattled in Pukietan'a favcgr if Pexistan
ves tO remsis in the Commuwealth. Iha Prime Ninlster said
that it wag Baped S0 have Slsauusions itk the Svltan of Muscat
o November either in Londenm ¢r in Mesoat. The Sultan ¥as &
dtrfioadt man but he was beholden u the Unised Kingdonm. It
might help him w0 oake op bis mind Mout Gwadur I Pakisten
®plled som pressare oa the Sfrontier. The Presldent asind tf
Ner Xapsty’s (overnment would 1lke thls pressure wiplied nce
hut the Priue Ninlster oatd that it would be dedter to wall fur
the moment.
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN.

Regiatry,

No. ' P10%

Sop o
LTI 5 » §
k. Y48
et A
Repertitest P /
Gpen~ L’,A

Drafs. Letsar

o1

LA BTy
fursovs,

tea) im0y,

Bahrain

Prom

KU,KO6,,

2u ke te Riches, Baq,

[mecem

w

/ As e
ey Nev

A Hor gm Slegmlh Knas

m "1 . [“"“ ‘} h.fr’ﬁ“ﬁ"‘,/"'
!ru.._ Pt ‘\"““‘“( I"r

‘ In conversation with the Frime Minister
on (utobey 30 the President of rakisten
brought W the subject of Owdur, which he
sald really must be settled in Pa istan's
favour Af Pekistan were to-remain in the
Comonwenlth, The Prise Kisister vefessad fc
the-abeeussions wo hopefl to have with-dhe
Sudden-of Musont FIUNT I Lonion orin

dinned

Hevoo b, ami-agreed | that the ulten was «

T ioult man but be was behelden to the
United Kingdom, It might help him to make up
s mind about Gesdur Af Pakisten applied
soee ressure on the frantier, The iresident

asked 47 L4, Geowrmment would 1ike $iis

sure 1404 now tut the Prise Ninister
sall that 1t would Do Better to it for the
caant ,
ki ibous P R PRp—.—E P ) & o

[ Daw RKH €5')
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SECRET
PORRIGN OFPICE, S.%.1.
(Ba to84/23) Movember 25, 1957.

Doadr Gepnoad

I think thst you should know the following
plece of inforwstion, for your own guidance only.

In conversstion with the Prixc ¥inister on
October 30 the Preeident of Pakiatan brought up the
subject of Qwadur, which hs said realily must be
settled in Pakistan's favour if Pavistan were to
remain in the Commonwealth. The Frime Minister
said that the Sultan was a difficult man but was
haholden to the Onited Xingdom, It might help
him to make up his mind ebout Gwadur if Pakistan
applied some puuun on the frontier. 7The President
askxed if Eeor Majesty's Goverument would like this
pressure applied now but the Prime Minister said
that it would be better to wait for the momsnt.

Al 6 AR

éc.a);lgu Ié Rachor

.}J P

81r Bemuard Burrows, K.C.N.QG.,
Bahra

.
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Redervncet to former reivant papsrs

Floase sos attached draft lester to tha 2.R.0. on
8 poesidble meating of the Prealdent of Paklstan with
the Sultan of Noacss. hie diverges alightly, dut omly
LA womtle #lightly, from the suggestion in paragraph b4 o* Kr.
Ormaby-dure's minate. It soem unnecessary to alssm
the Pakistenls undaly at this mosent by pointing out
that the Sultan 18 particalerly staddorn about ar.

(R walualy

(Aie Walemley)
lovesber 5, 1937

P .

- - Wfee (,2.} ‘)
9\'6“' ovenin | Pinidh S i

g....._n\..(\uﬂbw\
W Nerv.

MG $17=ln

253



Declassified File FO 371/126929

IQBAL
FORUM

“ St

. 3 K 1
- ~ e « Vo Lat - 3
X ¢ prepal v adiion ang
OV i i FOUUClion ol 04
3 fam \ * »
¥ S 10 1a there.
Ll 9 COnViI L e
4.:, n. . . ]
A3 CO ivadle s Wi
H i Li v g 4 O, ?
- g
Ji 9 -d Videhy *
T - P ' ~
& much.
J [
Yy W \\t
-
v i 198
‘v
o0 wat P
‘ 2

il
Y

ady, AL

Ay

4

{

‘\., Ol

254



IQBAL
FORUM

Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

Ladegh ,
ook .J{J*
P Regiutey
.‘; Neey ("“‘w'\k)
z Yoe will have soun Voreign Offios telsgras
i ¥o.1819 to Behrain,and Behrain telegrams
{ Nos. 1364 and 1372 in reply, wbout (he possibility
; Iy ,luur to:l of a eeting between the Bultan of Huscst end
'n.s. Contary the President of Fakistan during the Jatrer's
, | Gowmamesaits return journey to Fersehs,
| Relatsonn Offsoe
2, The Jultea's *reluctanss® o reseive the
Dukts of XAtnbergd last Fear is not in faet
striotly relevant, since the atumbling hloek
then wae the faot that ihe Julisn wes $n Dbofar
with most of him furmiture and effeotes 'Ahﬂ hie
¥, B Bosley. .
| Court covid not he transporiad bieck to Husest
in avfficient tlme to prepere far Nis Ruyel
Eighnoas without abasdoning s nusber of previcos
coamitaenta. Bt yod oil) heve seom fPow M.
5{% % | Oresbp-gore’s winuty of Hovesber U, 8 sepy of
whish wes senf to yoor Deoretary of Stefe, that

;Y oy, Lo ) f P T8
tne Prnxhnt s not vary enthusiestic sheut

the idea of & meeting, vhen.the gubijsct ssss ap
Tant-weokend. It seems therefore most uslikely
that &e would agroe to tnv‘:l 16 Nosant in 8

o i preis g adle Br Lo mass
warship

1
w f T N b
persogal sontact ‘M
B gt (Ll Hy Prwdont 4l Woul u.m:m-.m Soltiny alhfidg
T wo A, ot "‘4_‘:"7‘_;‘ Tl ot haog, Spsselioncd |

Yo Lahe - ShLh. 4im-would- bo-bn-oay thel the Uolten
would find 1t extremely difficuly Lo lewve
Wuscst betwson now and his departure for lowdss,
SIRCA %8 12 607970 eulidal-sideie ded on the
task of clesring op after the recent rebellifon
and saking sure that thisge will sun e

amcothly mu Bo 18 in Shis countey. i L A

uwwuv‘-#ﬂl‘u““"mj
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5 The finel peregraph of Nr. Cresdy-dere’s '

moste of November & contein s interesting
otatensnt abost , e
7os81Nle tasresse in Tiede) SiTF Whaut o) |
PrOfise. T think thet we shoudd ted1 this to -‘
e Politiosl Besident fur bis persomal

mwm-in:«mmm.-—un i’.hk ’_"
Ll
to the Sulien. mmke clesr f
{ﬁ‘ o, = ;, ] ade thak v Lk
mxmsmutwm toeei] 7,{{
foverammnt of Pakisten, I you sgree we will ' o’
izfora the Poliifoul Resideat ot the Bane m-w;

e $411 Bie of ey setich teken vith the } Lok
o 4 L

1

R‘

'?sz

K

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN THIS MARGIN.

Frestdent en Vo lines of the eariier part of !
hie letter. ! (| Qnd my
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PORRIGN OFTICRE,
LONDON, B.%.%,.

”
|1
).s-.- .

You will Beve seen Vavelgn Offiee telogrem 50,9099 8o
Sehrain, sad Dahweis Selegrewe Nos 136k and 9372 ia reply,
sbout the posstbility of & m-eting Detwsen the S.1tes of
guppat snd the Jresident of Fekil s saring the lstter’s
retura Jourse)y So Taveedi,

2. The Suites's "relostengs” %o receive the Duke of
scispargh lszt yeer s set 1o feet stristly relevant, elnce
the stumbling bioek hem wer the leet thal Uhe Syltas wew In
ohofer with sost of hie fermitere and effesots, sad Ris Court
eould B0t be tressperted beck 32 Susert {2 etfifeiest fimn So
prepere for Sie Topsl Highoess wiShout sbendoniag » gl v
of pravic:s comuiteents. But gou will have enen Irom
¥r. Ormeby-Ocre's wisute of Sovesber &, ¢ soyy of whieh was
gant 1o your Géerelary of Biste, Shet 1o suy come the
Preeident Blesels te not very enthesisetis sbout the 13«8 of
o soeting, 1t ssems therelose moet calilely that he sould
sgree 1o Srevel 1o Gusest In & sewshiy without the Sescrroce
of beil stle to do more then moke pePromel eontset, 4
think 1t unsecesssey 10 t4ll the ivesident il that =
sespect abast She Bulten’e stRifece, If you egree, W ag-d
aly eay thet we have secertsined thet the Sultan would find
1t extresely 41fficuls to Jeowe Dusest Betwenn now sad hie
iepertepe for Londm, #lace he 1o engiged on the teek of
clesring up sfter the recent rebaliion sad mekiag puve thet
thisgs will vun ssoothly while b= 1a s this coum'ry.
the eipsumstenees, thepelore, e tHink 1% weuld Be beat not
to procesd with thle propeesl for » weating,

3 The finel parsgraph of ¥r. Opwsbp-Oore’s minete of
Rovesber & eontaias Bs iaterovting statesent sbout @ poseible

/tamarerae

Oomnsaveslth Veletions OFfiew,
.51,
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W7

foeresss In the Fekiateni oifor showt ofl predd
I think Whot we should Teli thie o the Puilt
epident for Mea personnl jafurasiion »ad W
for sy ceesunisetion to ihe B.lian, Inder
add thet no Biat of the poesidilify thst the
atght tsprove their oifer shouls be giwen to
ai ee would sske olear 'hel §he Fpesidant eea not §
feet in sy poeit to sounit the Qowern t of

rak!nton, It pou agres ve vill 1aforw the ittiee)
saldent 3¢ the s tdee o we toll Bim of msy sctlo
toks. with the Preefdent the liace of the carlier

% of this letter,

(%y Boolep)
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E

FASTERN DEPARTMENT Eg lCiw%“\’ﬁ

ARABIA

C,’&“Q}M

lommeti oy otz U B Qv sy
Wi O oddbes WAl Gacnidans bas thead

v fadsd

Thagb? o ey wolt] el
T
y S B Bumma’
; (mdadsy W i e )
bt

e

" 4 aguss
.
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COMMOWWEALTH RIC.STIONE OFPICK,
DOWKING BTREET
fl lCSl&,}Q LONBOK, 8. ¥, 1.
B LL6/5 © 12th Novesber, 1957.

Dear Eeeoley, )

Thank you for your Jetter or the §th Novesber
atout the poesitility of a meeting Between thes Sultan
of Muxcat snd the President o Paiistzn during the
latter's rsturn JOournsy to Kereahd,

2. The Polltical Resigent’s vieas on the prodatle
reseticny of the Bulsan to sny suggestion of this B4nd
sre Mecoursging. In conversation with o Secretury of
State the Fresident aade it clear that he waz rot wiiling
to meet the Sultan in the Peraian Gulf unless 1% appesred
that thers was & rossilility thet a wattlement cver Pwndur
might %8 rsnched. Re agree, therefura, ihat we ghould
not seek ta further theé idea st pressnt. We propene 1o
the circumatances to say anthing sorse stout the mstter
uniless we have 10, Any explanatiom bty as to tha Pakistenis
cf the reasons aly ee no longer faveour the {dea might lesd
ttem to avk shat further steps we intend to taze to put
presgurs on the Jultss on their belalf,

3. ¥e hsve no objection to the Politicnl Rusident
Teing inforzed of tle hint dropped by the President that
Pakietan =mizht be prepared t0 improve tlelr of'fer on Owadur,
provided of course that no hint Of tkis 18 passed on to the
8u]tan, In dcing 80 you mdght alasc mase it clear to
Burrows that, in our vies, it represanta only sn indicstion
of how fzr the Paklstania might Ye prepsred o g before they
would deafde to0 break off negotiations, It is most uwnlikely
that they ssuld make thie offer exoepl in %he last rasort.

Youre sinesrely,
Wi /s~
/. 10/"./ "'M

(. K, COBTAR)

8. s WG ,
POREIGR OFFICE,
]
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1958

Negotiations between Pakistan and Muscat on
oil rights at Gwadar
The high-resolution declassified images from File FO
371/132791 were specifically acquired for the Iskander Mirza
Memoirs from the National Archives in compliance with
the Copyright Laws and the right to publish
from the National Archives.
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COMMONWEALTH RALATIONS OFFICE.
DOWNING STREET, LONDON, SW.1.
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BOTED KIWGRON MGG chad selon,
Karagell

1448 June, 1958

then 1 ssw the Freaident gvelasday, he eiked ue whother
there W any furtasr Aewe atout the negotisticns with the Duitan
of Juscet and Cmen over Gwmdur, 1 gve Kla the seainge 1o yar
telogran 10,1177 and 1 then went on % reng the agerviive gert of
the Frime Minister's ssemge %W M, Mon sbiut the Smabie over
loundary stones (yuuer telegres W0,1196), The Fresident seemed e
thdak wall of the suguestion Unt the Slatus 0 ol
jressrved paniing the cutcums of the negotis tions with the Sultan,

1 enciose an extim @y of Shia letter for the Yoreim

fioe.

(b, Rwder)

JokuGy Jamen, g, Gallaley Holale,
Cpuienn At halstione Office,

lenton, Suled
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S“uyu 61 ‘d ’

d " " - "\-‘«&

¢ | \
o 3 ]
® b 4 He
, . ih ‘%
| %
| Enese/ 27
Comnonwealth Ralu oruce, N ,'

Downing gtrest, 5.W.1. 9

oo

H

RR1G RORET A

I know that you are fully datémxuad
to put the screws on the Sultan of

¥uscat over Gwadur, This is only to
bring you up Co date on the istest moves
which underline how strongly the Pakistan
Government feel and how cumpletely they
rely on our success in getting & settle-
ment.

2. MNr. Roon has recently sent another
message Lo the Prime Nipister (the latest
in a long line) in which hé says that

he is depending on us Lo have Gwadur
*finally settled” in the talks with the
Sultan.
S IR putt.inxA the matier to the BSultan,
therefore, we must bear in mind that if
he rejects the Pakistani proposals out-
right or refuses to enter into discussions
with Pakistan about them, the Pakistanis
rightly or wrongly will blame us for
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the fallure and, because they regard the Sultan's
desire for an agreement with us &8s the means of
bringing pressure to bear on him, will be incensed
if we nevertheless enter into an agreement on other
matters with the Sultan, With the Paklstani
elections coming on, and with a Prime Minister
possessing the ebullient character of Mr, Noonm,

there will be serious risk that he may rush into some
fooll h'st,_atemont or action which he might afterwards
regrét out could not undo,

4. Mr, Woon's speech of March 8th shows the way
Pakistanl minds work when they think they do not

get. the support from the West which they expoct.'. Ve
do not want a repetition which might next time not
stop at words. Action might Lake the form of a
direct Pakistant viclation of Gwadur territory in
which both sides would look to us for the full support
which we could give to neither. The matier might
even be carried to the United Nations. It could
seriously prejudice the chances of success of the
r;acem. U.S. approach to India and Pakistan about
Kashmir, It could undermine Fakistan's influence,
at present exercised Lo our advantage, with other
Muslim powers including those in the Persian Guilf,
and consequently weasken the cohesion of the Baghdad
?ut. In any case even if Owadur is not violated
Pakistani resentment would probably have effects on
their present policy of co-operation with us and the

"\

/5,
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-

herefore, that the expected

[y

. hope,

pesistance of the Sultan to the suggestion that

hould consider giving up Gwadar will not De

- 4
o
m

1
08 without & struggle and without giving

carsful consideration to tho conseguences which

relations with Paristan.

may be serious Lo oul
6. I am sending a copy of this minute to tis

Frime Minister.

270

IQBAL
FORUM



IGBAL
FORUM

Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

271



IQBAL
FORUM

Declassified File FO 371/132791

Keied |I~ Grnansabon, haboa, \l., ‘m.n&.\,
i '{ VIS ?ﬂ (reiay &ﬁ-\‘u > \1".,. ",h.,_:‘
' 1 Bscat omd  Ohac ol R dnepo
&W. e dua g0 1Q3%®

(:n..l ‘;;....l.-\ q St ¥;~

Fovdie  Afloias ,  Salie.. s D!'\«.sa.L

fine edinn. A ‘\'i k.

¥ Bacle,

[ ™HE SECHETARY OF STATE received the Sultan of
Kuscat at L p.u. on June L. Mr, Awery &nd I were
also present.] After some prelimimaries, the Seeretary
of State reminded the Sultan that he had undertaken to
inform HOL.G. during his visit to Londom of his views
on the guestion of Gwadur. The Secretary of State
outlined the adventages to the Sulten of friendly
relations with Pakistan, and the riske of foreeful
action by Pakistan if a mutually acoeplable setilement
of the Ceadur questicn could mot be megotintad, Be
explained further that the pressnt dispute between a
wenber of the Comsonwealth and & meighbourizg State
in close and friendly relations with EN.0. was
highly esbarrassing rrom our point of view. He was
sure that the Sultan would understand thet, if the
Pakistan Governsent should decide %o oeccupy Gwadur or
at least the whole territory wp to the lsthums
connecting the town with the maisiand, it would not be
possible for HJA.0. to intervene effeciively %o
protest the Sultan's interests. He therefore viewed
the probienm with comosrn and again iovited the Sultan
to express his views on it,

2. The Sulten said that he hed indeed assured both
' Sir Bermard Burrows and Mr. mz that he would state
S 45 WY his views on Gesdur during his visit to Londos. It
o s was still his intention to do =0 "but not today”. He
Musral would be in London for some weeks, and he would to
contider the matter further.

[“\~ n.L.
B4y 3. The Seoretary of State said he fully usderstoo
Fonate. thet the Sultan was reluctast to te ceding &
N g part of his territories %o & foreige power &
lvashog™ & substantial considerstion, But there we
advantages for Nuscat which might w«
a frie settlenent, was
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L., The Secretary of Htate then sald thst the question of
mwedur could not mltogether be dissocisted from the
negotiation of & final agreement on the lines of that
which had been initialled by His Highness and Ur. Asery
in Jepuary, The Pakistanis would be indignant if they
lesrped that M.M.G. hed conoluded an sgreement of this
kind with Muscat despite a refusal by the Sultan to
pegotiste a settiement of Gwadur, In thet event it
would be pecessary to congider very carefully the publie
presentation of the sgreement on defence and eivil
developuent,

The Sultan took pote of this put did not offer any
further comment .,

,;?)i§;d4, élv

(K. Beeley) !
June 6, 1958,
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Iz & minute of Kay 29 the Besretary of State for
Comonwealts Relations atated that the High Cammizelicoer fOr
Pakisten had informed him that he, the Commisatoner, hod
been Anstructed by hls Goversment 10 sek for smquiries %o be
sade into aileged dlsturdunces in Gwadur on 22 asd 23,
According to the Pakistani account, the Sullan’s Wali and hie
Englied Administrator falled to take She necesssry steps to
protect the Pakistenis invelved, four of whom were salil %o have
been killed,

2. The facta, ms reported by ke, Gymne and by Eahrain, are
set out in the attached draft reply to lLaxd Nome's minute.

3. It seens olear, both from the Pakistani resctica %o this
ineldent snd from further reports received gtince from Nr,
Synse {Sebrsia telegram No. 722), that the Pakietanis ave
determined to turn oo the heat shtle the Sultaa i la Lodlen,
In replying te the Cosmomweslth Jecretary, we might refer W
the "status qua® fdea which the Prime Nimlster has already pat
to Fires {C.R.0, telegram No, 1496 to Karsoki) sad ¢ whichk
Pire: hes not replied although the suggestion seesn to have
one down well with the President of Pakistea (Nr, Powler’s
etter to ¥r, James of June 1),

g 15
s Kiebe

(D.8.5, Rickea)
. -

Qo umtilang £
p 2t
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o

Copy W= -1

L

s requested 1 your misate of ¥ay 29
I have had socuiries made 18%0 tha iseiferts
1% Owsdor o May 22 Wit Pescltied L2 seversl
Jeatas,
2 shich the Political Eesldent
m:%"-u actheritiss indien
that the traadle begat when one of Lthe Askar
wao sre responsible Top guarding the Damaar
areng ren anok, probadly ss the impedinte
result of & quareel "ith & Flsherean over U
price af bis fish.  He atabbed ths Fiaheswan
asd then opesed fire with kis rifle at tiree
peratma who be Ih0ught ware caming o arrest
sin. Ia the preceas bis rifle deowme
Jnemad and he then jrocesded 0 StEd anyese
o cave in hls way estil fisally his dagger
Broke, The Askar was wyensually srrested
by the Walt and Ml-o‘-‘ subseqrenily
sent back to NMuseatl.
5. Of the thres people who had bees shet,
tes G108 Lowmedintely and the third ‘shertly
aftarsards. Pour of the five paople
stabbed, 13cloding an old women, fied frem
their wounds, Three of the viotime sere
Pakistant sstiovals.
e  Although the Akar acsoeroed deloaged
to an Goast tride, e tneldest does a0t
appesr to hawe been politioal = arlgie.
Proupt actics was taken by the Wall and Wy
the Ad=tolstrator, Mr. Wyane, sat ondy e
arrest 1ne Askar det slso te retora i
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view and the N.A.F. offered %o send an sirerafy
to Ouwadur with the Nedical Officer of the
Trocial Cesn Scouts.

coderstand that the

pas alvesdy beer telegraphed to ihe

Oomuinsioner ir Kerschl, sti0 bas L" \ &l
! o be oan g

ke Pakistan

;""v:"k'.f l';*'.‘}'l"
orts from the

stan sotivily in

preserve
regards boyndary marks
our talks with the 8
soderstond that the Presicde
sppesrs to thipk well
has bees received from Fires,
7 I a= secdling & copy of this mipute Lo the

Prise Kisister.
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COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFRCE.
DOWNING STREET, LONDON, SW.1

14th July w8

-

4
! ‘\, s

F

g0 4

With the Compliments of the
Private Secretary 1o the Secretary of Siate
for Commonwealth Relations

We spoke. For clearance
by Foreign Secretary, please.
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SE32RS

EESSAGR FRON THX tisgij a;_ AZY 30 IH% FEINE SlIETER

L 18 I bave 3t last deen sble to sxipsel from lhe Sultan

of Muscat & preliminary expression of als views on Owadur, They
are distimetly promising. Me is in principle ready 0 resch an
wderstanding, the detalle of Wizl our Adting Eigh Comslesioner
will commnicate 10 you, They ara broedly thsi Re should bs p
compensated 2or losses of revesus frog Owadur W a payment of

£3 ., #nd that he should retatn a 108 right to profits on oll
Yased upon thediole quiput for 25 years as from the dats of
commercial production, Ne aleo ssks that the nng@_umu:-aa ve
sondueted through ws and be kept sbaolutely geeret untll Cinallsed,
2. The Sultan tmé 2xde a great point sbout noteing mde to
look ag if he was ylelding %o pressurv. It ie, thersiure, ia wy
view sesentlsl, i1 we sre not %0 endanger il¢ whole operation,
that the osetter alould Ye Rspt elvictly eascret for the tlme beiug.
Indeed, If IU were to leak oubt prematurely, there 1s arisk of Whe
shole arrangesent being prejadiosd, I hope wlese that gour people
in the Owsdur sres will &0 nothing to edarvsss the Sultan at

this atage.

35 When you have studied the Sultan's offer you will no
doudt iat ue Enow wlatl we oen reply, The Sultan proposos W

lesve the United Kingiom not later than July #7%h. HNe mmy lesve
&5 BUCh At & Week earlier,

'Y Nearwhile, I should 1iks you to know for your owm
eonfidentisl informetion that very ssiiefsctory progress has deen
made in cur telks with the Sulten e military and seonoale
affaire and we hope Wat our agrecmente with his will Ye Iy fineld
form vory shertly.
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Foreign Office (Secrets and W bitchall (Secree) Diseribusion

ASCHIVES COPY.
NOT FOR CHOULATION.

AND THE SULTAN OF MUSCAT ON JULY 19, 1958

Mt Jullan Amery, MP

Mr Shuckburgh
Magor Chsuncy

Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death
The Secretury of State

THIS DOCUSENT & THE PROPERTY OF HER BRI ANNIC MASSTYS GOV LRNVINT
RECORD OF CONYERSATION BETWEEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE

EA 184/34
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E

EASTERN DEPARTMENT E}(g&“—{fo »

YIBYHY

Nenmn of ablou o) Mucass offen

et U vopat o Quaie,
[vo
E"" ‘hi’l Pc{\h."‘w« accspdoncs P.I-\h-\ 8. 4 e l.;i,j
nr:;,i'l L] ;‘ i . | ]
” ! (Gopy tdin fro Pdidoni wo Yo .20 tof; )
R borvers o dommy by ol paper MINUTES
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ory qbks jn Plow b
Mo Covemi Lose, ¥ L5 v
i ““%‘ﬁ"fl! H NELATIONG OPPICE,
y DOWNING ETRETY,
Lowpie, 8. T 1 1
16th July, 1358,

I ;Eévsi so |

T deve now sesn the Exltan's offer in respect to Osadur,

the terms of wulch are sv follows:~

sroment should remove all restrictions
Bultan'e Porces, 1.0, that tio men shou
ongloyed in combatant roles.

ho Pakisten Government should emmtinve as at present to
sssistance in supplying technical perscmnel for the Sultanste

3
Paid
not be
[N

?;%
1

M 11 inelude thelr good offices whare

affordsd by the Pakistan Governament for resrulding

. s ..3‘3' foress, unl'mnm g“

tansie temms regardsd whilet serv on
the Sulten’s forces,

Fasilities will be afforded for 4 espectally for
Leohnionl sohools 1n PAXIStAN 0,g. wireless

=odica) attendants e80.: at favouradle retes
's own trainess,

gxs
4

of Tios would be made availeble upon payment if
mm it

E3S281.
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i EXOREL
e
< :
10. A sultabls guarantes must be ded by Her Majesty'a
Sovermmnt for carrying out all conditions agreed which refer to
the futurs,
1. These nogotistions most be kept seoret until finalised,
12, The "hand over" should be ccwhted by the Sultanate handing
over to Hor Majesty's Government (e. tlu Wall and other officisls

would lesve the pluce in the hands Her Majesty's Consulste General
and the latter leave on the srrival of the Pakistan officials). There
should be no ceremonial or celetrations, Nany Owadur pecple
preforred Muscat and had pever complained, and may not 1ike the
change, This must b2 realised and great tact exercised by Pekistan
and Her lejesty's Government,

13. For linjesty's Goverament should write to the 8ultan a lstter
10 the offoct that the underteking contained im the lettor of May 23rd,
1891 from 8ultan Faisal is nce regarded as endod.

1k, A memorandum should be prepared to show how all thais will de
implementod after Her m:ut:'l Governmant have disauvesed it with

the Pakistan Government,

- ——

I have Yeen smpovered by the Pdkistan Governmant to acoept
these terms and 6 reguest Rer Majesty's Government 1o convey this
mromntlo.a to the 6a1tan and o prepare the necessary fomm) Aocuments

sith & view S0 the eariiest possible exsoution of this agreenent.

T R Hen The Bl ) Hane
-g,w'.’ ¥ Shhe N lovam.a

sanalle Rulalsrny
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July 18, 1998,

FORSION OPPIGE, f.%ate

Declassified File FO 371/132791
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Declassified File FO 371/132791

The Selten will

sihadt

of this to Musaat,

I av sending a copy

(A Re Walmeley)
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DECLASSIFIED FILE FO
371/132792
1958

Negotiations between Pakistan and Muscat on
oil rights at Gwadar
The high-resolution declassified images from File FO
371/132792 were specifically acquired for the Iskander
Mirza Memoirs from the National Archives in compliance
with the Copyright Laws and the right to publish fromn
the National Archives.
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

L0 hours, 16th July, 1938
, 1.0 hours, 168 I, 1338

Addrcaned Commonwsalih lohum om.u Yoo 1138,
ropeated Dasediate Ankars No. POMEF Ko, 7,
7, Washington Xo. 96 wnd tn Koo 34 (wn
Relutions Office plense puss &ll).
Ky telogram Ho. 1119
2RARUR -
Frime Minister m.
a::.ng.a =y Lsmediately following

rul"




Declassified File FO 371/132792

TOP SECRET

TOP SECRET
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Honour-bound to Pakistarrin Duty, Destiny and Death

—

® Outward Telegram from Commonwealth Relations Office

. . o
TOHNY
-t W j‘/
- & 3
tng
Karsohd July 222
» '
.
=t
g rime Minteter (1
‘.
. Gelmeley

EESSCHIREL SIS -
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Declassified File FO 371/132792

LOKDCR
July 27,1958,

Your Txg¢ellency,
40 hxve received Your Excellency’s letter of
yesterday's date tnd ihe Memorandum regarding Gwedur.

We hereby confirm that the conditions set out in the

‘Memorandum ‘sre in acéordance with our understondingss

Your simcerc friend,

Sl b
(SAID BIN TAIM

The Right Honcursble
Seluya L10¥8, C.BeE.,TaDey QeCosMePo,
Her Hajesty'aFrimcipal Secretary of
State for Poreigh Affairs,
London.
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Exile, Funeral and the National
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Deposed President Iskander Mirza arrives in London
on 4 November 1958.
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Deposed President Iskander Mirza arrives in London. The Times 1958-11-04.
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Deposed President Iskander Mirza in Hyde Park, London.



NORTH-WEST FRONTIER
RESTORING TRUST AND FRIENDSHIP
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir. - Having lived with the Pathans for over a quarter of & century I read with interest the
article by Sir Olaf Caroe in the Pakistan Suppliment of T he Times of February 1.

On February 15 there appeared in The Times a letter from His Excellency the Ambassador of
Afghanistan controverting the historical background expounded with knowledge and ability by Sir
Olaf.

It is not my intention to digress into history in this letter but there are to references in His
Excellency the Ambassador’s letter which have hardly passed into history and on which the record
needs correction.

) His Excellency says that in 1947 the great majority of responsible people of the
North-West Frontier showed firm satlegiance to Pushtoonistan by boycotting the referendum which
excluded its establishment as an aiternative choice to becoming a part of Pakistan, It is not so. The
truth is that Dr. Khan Sahib, at that time the Chief Minister, boycotted the referendum not because the
issue of Pushtoonistan was excluded but because as one of the leaders of the Indian National Congress
he believed in the unity of India. Once Pakistan came into being this greates Pathan of his day became
one of its most devoted citizens. The idea of the gravitation of the N.W.Frontier towards Afghanistan
never entered his head. Had he entertained any such idea, I, as Governor-General of Pakistan would
not have promoted his appointment in 1955 as Premier of West Pakistan.

It must also be ohserved that despite this boycott, over 50 percent of the registered electors
voted for attherence to Pakistan.

(2) Again His Excellency Mr. Kabir Ludin takes issue with Sir Olaf's statement that the
Pushtoons influenced dynastics in Kabul. Ancient history apart, it is a fact that in 1929 Lashkars from
Waziristan former the spear head of the advance on Kabul under the leadership of two distinguished
Afghan Marshals. their Royal Highness Shah Mahmood Khan, and Shah Wali Khan.which ousted
bach:-1-Saqour and founded the present dynasty, which has done such great work for the consolidation
and develog of the Kingdom of Afghanistan, It is also a fact thatin 1933, and :ugain in 1938 and
1939. the Government of India had to take action on the urgent request of the Afghan Government to
restrain the tribes of Waziristan and the Khyber from marching on Kabul and Jalalabad, indeed in
1939 two Afridi Lashkars of considerable strength under Khushal Khan and marched severat miles into
Afghanistan. | was Political Agent, Khyber, at the time and I know the trouble 1 had to force thesc
Lashkars to retrace their steps.

I have had several talks on the North-West Frontier problems with that wise and great
statesman the Iate Sirdar Mohammed Hashim Khan and since the birth of Pakistan with His majesty
{he King and the brilliant Prime minister, Prince Daud. I found full realization of one basic factor — the
necessity and importance of friendly relations nnd cooperation between Afghanistan snd Pakistan. In
Pakistan this fecling is universally reciprocated. The Solution of this question depends on a renewal of
the personal equation. This is ot beyond the genius of Afghans of Pakistanis. In fact Sir Olaf in his
article of February 1 has suggested a method of easing the situation as a preliminary to a insting
arrangement. An agreement was signed in 1928 between the two Governments. If it could be
implemented a good deal of suspicion and bitterness will disappear.

Nir. Editor. my main purpose in writing this letter is not to join issue with His Fxcellency Mr.
Kabir Ludin, who is a good friend of mine, but to help in the restoration of friendship and trust between
two neighbouring countries. Their cooperation is necessary in the interests of their people and of the
Free World. 111 succeed in getting the leaders of these two countries to think on these lines I witi regard
myself amply compensated.

ISKANDER MIRZA, First President of Pakistan.
49, Princes Gate, S.W.7,Feb. 20.

Iskander Mirza’s letter from exile to the Editor of The Times
on Pakistan-Afghanistan relations. Courtesy, his daughter
Begum Fakhri Asad Ali.
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49 Princs Gate
S.W.7
Reuxington 3892
13th September, 1G¢

Tae Bditor,

The Tines,

LODOH

Siry

-

Tn rour 133213 of 3aptausber 4tha 1937, 2xtracts froan a 320x vrittz:z
"y V.: present President of Paclstan contain certain allegations
agalast w2 which l-avwa 2 0 aliz_netive but to reply to keej. the roso:
straight. I shall be grateful if you will spare me, the last
Governor~General and first elected President of Palkistan, space for
this purpose.

At the gutset, I assure you I "ee.r ac "1’ .11 «or aninos;ty asains
anyone, nor have & St Sy
What T am writing will be ampiified In o Factual Dook, Dogun Some time
back, but which I have not, so far, been able to advance adequately,
owing to two severe heart attacks in the last year.

s a2 oo o

Innuendos and attacks of tiLe nature which have found their way
into the extracts printed in your newspaper I must refute: thsy are
not only inaccurate, but are based on trumped up reports by men like
Air Coumodore Rabe. This porson coneidered the military control of the
time a God-given opportunity to wreak vengeance for his supersession
r1in the commd of ‘the Pakistan iir Foree, by Air Commodore &zghar Khan
(now Air Marehal). For this bit of work Rab was amply rewarded. He
was drafted into the Foreign Office and appointed Chief of Protocol;
after a brief period, he was nased Pakistan's iAmbassador to Turkey,
and, later to Lebanon, ap assigment he still holds.

There were four Generals in the Cabinet at the time, Ayub, Sheikk,
Azam, and Burki, three very close to Ayub. I would ask any rezsonzble
@an eo consider what I could hope to achieve by the arrest of tha three
Generals Yehya, Hamid and Sher Bahadur? Yehya and Hamid were on the
General Staff and should have been in Rawalpindi at the tizme I am
suprosed to have ordered or requested their arrest. Sher Bahadur
was in Karachi as Director of liilitary Intelligence and at that time
most of his efforts were directed towards internal security as the
country was under Martial Law. d person yossessing average wit would
regard a requeat or order to em .dr Force Officer to arrest two Gemeral
in Rawalpindi about 700 milee from Karachi, or a General in Karachi in
the midet of an area in which at least one Infantry Brigade was deploya
within immediate striking distance, as an act of a deran.ed mind, or
conalder it to be a Fakir's Fairy Tale. @, ..

Iskander Mirza’s letter to The Times on Ayub Khan’s book,
1967. Courtesy, his daughter Begum Fakhri Asad Ali.
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49 Princes Gate
sw.7
Wrasington 3892
CONTDecevoesn 13th September, 1967

¥bat makes the assertion more absurd in that I am supposed to have
issued orders over the Telephone, at a time the Lines of all those who
counted in the Country, including the Presidents', vcre being
systematically tapped.

If I bhad hardboured any aell iater-st, wuild I have initieted the
tevolution? There was nothing easier for me than to sit back, do
nothing, and remain President of Fakistan. If the Revolution of
October 7th 1958, had failed, and no amount of latter writing could
convert an illegality into legality, I should have been the only person
who would bave been shot. I took the calculated risk because, in my
Judgement, there was no other course left if the country was to be
saved. 1In the Proclamation of October 7th 1958, which I drafted and
issued, I could easily have retained all powers in my own hands. I
had no desire to be a dictator.

Snck

Hy cardinal orror was tialb, I CUSted Beitili i

helped, for twenty years; I regarded them as reliable and trustworthy
friends.

A4 letter from General Ayub Xhan, written in april 1958, will prove
I had no causeto suspect his loyalty, and want of faith:-

President's House,
rachi,

- 2nd April, 1958

"My Dear President,

Please allow me to congratulate you on the decision you gave on
the higher control set up of the Defence Forces. In doing so you
have shown tremendous couraxze, and wisdom, and have done the Defence
Forces and the country a great service. History will have a cause to
be proud of you. I personally am indebted to you for choosing me to
shoulder this responsibility. Let us hope that I shall come up to your
expectations. I can promise you my very best effort.

"Once again, I thank pu and the Khanaa for your kind hospitality
during my stay here. A8 usual, I have been very comfortable.

With respects,

Yours sincerely,
M.A. Khan,

CONTDeccccccccce

Iskander Mirza’s letter to The Times on Ayub Khan’s book, 1967.
Courtesy, his daughter Begum Fakhri Asad AlL.
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49 Princes Gate
SW.7
Rennington 3892

CONTDeeecoen 13th September, 1967

I must express my deep regret that, even my wife, who devoted all
her time to social work, and to enhancing the prestige of the President's
House, has not been spared. I categorically deny that she asked me
to get rid of General Ayub Khan. There was ®dsolutley no reason for
ber to do so. The allegation only proves that, there was scmeone in
the President's House base enough to fabricate tales in the hope of
- -Bproving his situation. A man of honour would not take upon himself
“the task of a spy in the household of his Head of State.

Several experienced men, among them leading politicians, repeatedly
—advised me not to grant extension after extension of service periods
to\the Chiefs of tne Defence Forees, saying it was a dangerous practice,

own in 3reat Britain, U.S.A. and some other great countries. I
did not accept their view, believing that, in > ccuntiry, ‘r) axception
had to be made.

a Ly 3

BEvents wnici, £ol10wed o3 par Hisuder-0%ionsion—Pprow
the error of my Judgement in not accepting good counsel.

¥ =y

All the accounts of the talks from 5th December, to the time of
the Military coup d'etat, given in your extracts, have no basis. i/hy
should I get apprehensive if General Ayub addressed a large crowd in
Dacca? In an area where 55 miliion inhabitants are concentrated in’
50,000 square miles, crowds are normally to be seen or can be collected.
¥%hen I was Governor of East Bengal, I addressed large crowds in several
tonlaces at difficult times, and, the then Central Goverment did not
“dream of suspecting my loyalty.

There is no logic in all this, and, I do not desire unnecessarily
to exhaust the patience of readers by discussing matters of little
consequence, and less relevance to history.

Yours truly,

o

L Rond P

-

Tekandar Mirza

Iskander Mirza’s letter to The Times on Ayub Khan’s book 1967.
Courtesy, his daughter Begum Fakhri Asad Ali.
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13th September, 1967

The Editor ’
The Timea,
LONDON

8Lr,

In your issue of September 4th 1967 you have printed extracts
from a DBook, written by Fleld Marshal Mohammed Ayub Khan, containing
several allegations arainat me and my wifes 8o far ae I know, it
is not normal practice for a President in office, to write his
autobiography, and specially of the type carrying allogationa azainst
his predecessor and his wife,

One can only counter the allegations made by a Fresident in
0ffice by proviag their incerrectasss, and since it is not protocal,
I conoider that, I have no option but to be silent, for the presont,
This letter ias morely to explain to your esteemed readerr and to my
many friends, the reason for my obvesrving silence, It hould not
be understood wrongly, to imply that, most of what hasboen written
:bout me, my decisions, and my wife, has an element of veracity.

I am writing my memoirs, be;un aometime back, but which T have
not ao far been able to advance adequately, owing to two severs heart
attacks in the lant yoar. I iiope when it is complate, your roaders

will be uble to judge for themselves what really hupgonod, or more
important what consoquence it hae to the History of Pakistan.

Yours truly,

Dho

Iskandar H&rgﬂ

Iskander Mirza's letter to The Times on 13 September 1967,
mentioning Ayub Khan’s book and, for the first time, his
Memoirs. Courtesy, his daughter Begum Fakhri Asad Ali.
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Letter from Iskander Mirzato Nur Jehan, his eldest daughter.
Courtesy, Mehreen Madani. (A)
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Letter from Iskander Mirza to Nur Jehan, his eldest
daughter. Courtesy, Mehreen Madani. (C)
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Letter from Iskander Mirza to Nur Jehan, his eldest
daughter. Courtesy, Mehreen Madani (D)



35 Pelham Court
145 Fulham Road

tondon SW3

S June 1959

My Dear Nur lehan,

I'am very sorry for the great detay in replying to your letter. I hope you are all
welland happy. We are O.k. Rather busy as we are changing our flat and fitting in all that stuff which
has come form Karachi is not easy. Our new address after 7" June wil! be

49 Princess Gate
London SW7
How are the children- Khanum misses Mehreen a great deal.

) don’t think much of thisidea to besmirch the names of previous leaders of Pakistan, though the ---
of a man of the type of Qasim Bhatti, a self-confessed smuggler.

Poor Mr. Ghulam Mohd. Is dead and cannot defend himself while Im away. If they would only
examine the recards of 1954-1955, they will see that it was when | was Minister of Interior that
some concrete action was taken against Qasim Bhattiand his gang. Immediately Mr. Fazl e Hag took
over from as Minister of Interior he released the whole lot - the politicians behind Qasim Bhatti
continue to have a merry time- | have been keeping quiet but if things continue like this will have to
come out in the open.

{ hope the P.E.C.H.S house problems are being settled. it belongs to your Mummy and she should get
it transferred to her name. As regards renting | suppose the chance is gone, somebody may turn up
fater. if the capital is going to be changed the rents will go right down but she will also be able to get
a house cheaper,

I hope Mahmood is well.

Give him and the children my love.
Please send meTaj’saddress.
Yours affectionately

Daddy

Letter from Iskander Mirza to Nur Jehan, his eldest
daughter. (Transcription of the original)

IQBAL
FORUM



IQBAL
FORUM

Iranian Armed Forces Officers carry Iskander Mirza’s coffin draped in the Pakistan flag
to his final resting place in Imamzadeh Abdollah cemetery in Ray, Tehran.
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Iran Information Ministry logo. The Information
Ministry of Iran covered the State Funeral of
Ex President Iskander Mirza of Pakistan.

Iskander Mirza’s State Funeral in Tehran, Iran. PM of Iran Amir-Abbas
Hoveyda in centre, FM Zahedi on his right and Pakistan Ambassador
S Shahnawaz on his extreme left
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Iskander Mirza’s funeral leaves Sipah Salar Mosque.
The coffin is draped in the Pakistan flag.
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|Reader’s Ticket

| Expires 13‘10‘202577"7 i k -- |
MrKhawar Mehdi |

Editor’s Reader’s Ticket issued by
The National Archives.

The National Archives original files on Gwadar
firom 1957 to 1958. Editor’s research for Iskander Mirza’s Memoirs and
on his role in the Gwadar acquisition.
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BOOKS FROM ISKANDER

11.

MIRZA’S PERSONAL

LIBRARY

The Mughal Empire by S.M. Jaffar - 1936
History of India by John Clark
Marshman - 1893

The Moors in Spain by S. Lane-Poole - 1920
The Saga of the Tented Cities by
Wendell Endicott - 1952

The Rise and Expansion of the

Bristish Dominion in India by

Sir Alfred Lyall - 1914

Fear Allah and Take your Own Path

by Al-Haj Qassim Ali Jairazbhoy - 1931
George Washington 4 volumes by
Douglas Southall Freeman - 1951

The Life of Napoleon by Charles
Macfarlane - 1855

Fontenoy by Francis Henry Skrine - 1906
Fire & Sword in the Caucasus by

Luigi Villari - 1906

The Upper and Lower Amoor by

Thomas Witlam Atkinson - 1860
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12.
13.

14.

15.
16.

17

18.

19.

20.

2il-
22;

23.

24.
25.
26.

27,

28.
29.
30.

31.
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Honour-bound to Pakistan in Duty, Destiny and Death

The War in Abyssinia by Pietro Badoglio - 1937
Turkey in Revolution by Charles '
Roden Buxton - 1909

Mustapha Kemal. Between Europe

and Asia by Dagobert von Mikusch - 1931
Turkey in Europe by James Baker - 1877
Decisive Battles. Napoleon to General Franco by
J.F.C Fuller - 1940

The Gate-Keepers of India by Jai Krishan
Chowdhry - 1932

Under Muslim Kings. The Ghaznawids

by S.M. Jaffar - 1940

The Story of the North-West Frontier Province
by J.M . Ewart - 1930

Waziristan 1919-1920. The Campaigns and their
Lessons by H.de Watteville - 1925

Beyond Khyber Pass by Lowell Thomas - 1925
The Pathans (550 Bc—aD 1957) by Olaf

Caroe - 1958

Unto this Last & other Essays on Art and
Political Economy by John Ruskin - 1913
Nana by Emile Zola - 1944

Quentin Durward by Sir Walter Scott - 1911
Biographies by Lord Macaulay — 1911
Macaulay - Lives of Atterbury, Bunyan,
Goldsmith, Johnson and Pitt. By

R. Scott & J. Sisson - 1915

History of Greece by C.W.C. Oman - 1895

The Voyage by Charles Morgan - 1940
Bismark in the Franco - German War

1870 - 1871, Volumes 1-2, Translated

by Dr. Moritz Busch - 1879

Macaulay’s Essays and Laws of Ancient

Rome - 1914
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33.
34.

35-
36.

37-

38.
39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44.

45.
46.

47.

48.
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Books from Iskander Mirza’s Personal Library

Scott’s Marmion by R. Scott — 1914

The Rose of Rouen by Guy Paget - 1940

The Book of the Epicby H.A. Guerber — 1921
(wedding gift)

Columbus by Rafael Sabitini - 1940

Burke’s Reflections on the French Revolution
by F.G. Selby - 1906

A History of Eighteenth Century Literature by
Edmund Gosse - 1916 )
The Marquis of Carabas by Rafeal Sabitini - 1940
The Mask of Fu Manchu by Sax Rohmer - 1933
Over the River by John Galsworthy - 1933
Venture in the Interior by Laurens van der
Post - 1952

Dimitri Donskoi by Sergei Borodin - 1944
Prisoner of the Japs by Gwen Dews - 1941

The Dardanelles by Major-General Sir C.E.
Callwell - 1924

Desert Encounter by Knud Holmboe — 1931
World’s Religions in Evolution by M.N. Dhalla
— 1953

Imam Hasan - Chief of Youth of Paradise by
M.A. Al-Haj Salmin — 1941

A Mind’s Reproduction

by Sir Wasif Ali Meerza - 1934
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Zest for sight, no doubt, is true
O men endowed with art and tact
What aim or goal such sight can serve
Which fails to see the inmost part?
The aim of heartis to infuse
Eternal glow in human hearts:
What is the use of warmth that, like
A spark, expires and soon departs?
Overnal drop, what is the worth
Of mother-shell and such pearl,

If truth cannot defeat untruth
And river does not swell and swirl?
It may be poet’s verse or song,

Or breath o f one who plays on reed
What does that morning breeze avail
If stead of freshness sear it breed?
Without the aid of wondrous acts
No nation ever can advance:

An art that has no Moses’; Rod
A people’s status can’t enhance.
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AFTERWORD

Besides the all-too-important historical corrections and
restoration of Pakistan’s exiled President’s image being the
primary objective, this book will generate many pertinent
debates that are the critical need of the time; foremost being
the debate on the Westminsterian form of Parliamentary
Democracy and why it has not delivered in Pakistan, both with
or without the crutches of the establishment. It makes one
revisit Iskander Mirza’s prophetic assertion with reference to
Pakistan- “Democracy without education is hypocrisy without
limitation” (in a letter dated 13 September 1967 to The Times,
London.). It certainly doesn’t condone or sanctify the repeated
military interventions in Pakistan and, most malevolently, is
misinterpreted and used by both the naysayers and self-serving
dictators in justifying their misadventures, incompetence
and poor governance in the charade known as democracy in
Pakistan.

The statement clearly means that Education in Pakistan
needs to be given due importance to raise the literacy rates
so that people can be effective in managing their own affairs,
holding the politicians accountable and keeping the armed
forces in barracks, on borders and under civilian command in a
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democratic system.

An important objective and a possible outcome of
publishing this memoir would be to redefine Pakistan’s national
narrative in a rapidly-changing region where we have tensions

on all our borders other than China, with whole new definitions

of security and emerging threats and the utmost need to lay to
rest the dysfunctional national security narratives and obsolete
doctrines.

Iskander Mirza was not too far off when he said - “Ayub
Khan was a friend of mine of twenty-five years’standing. I trusted
him absolutely. Perhaps that was a mistake. He could now see
that the revolution enjoyed overwhelming support from the
public. He knew that I was consulting with Chief Justice Munir
on the form of a new constitution. He knew that, if I had my
way, the army would soon march back to barracks. Obviously,
he had his own ideas about all this.” To redefine Pakistan’s
national security narrative without redefining the role of its
robust military would be an exercise in futility and lacking in
sincerity to the ethos of a noble institution whose architect was
Iskander Mirza. As Joint Secretary, Defence, based in Calcutta
at the time of Partition, Iskander Mirza brought along with
him The War Book, a manual compiled by the British on what
important steps to take in case of a war. In his position as Joint
Secretary, Defence, he was responsible for dividing the British
Indian Army into the future armies of Pakistan and India which
he accomplished with utmost professionalism making sure that
Pakistan got it fair share.

Gwadar is a pivotal keystone to the future of geo-
economics and connectivity in the region. Its acquisition
from the Sultanate of Oman was pure foresight and a brilliant
masterstroke by Iskander Mirza that became possible only due
to his able guidance of Prime Minister Sir Firoz Khan Noon’s
government throughout the acquisition process. Certainly, his
regional clout, good terms with the international community
and the respect he enjoyed with the British Government and
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Muslim countries played a very important and understated
role; Iskander Mirza did not hesitate in twisting the arm of
Great Britain in extracting a good deal for Pakistan. In a letter
marked SECRET dated 25 November 1957 from Sir Derek M.
H. Riches, Head of Eastern Department, Foreign Office, to
Sir Bernard Burrows, Political Resident in the Persian Gulf,
based in Bahrain, he writes: “I think that you should know the
following piece of information for your own guidance only.
In conversation with the Prime Minister on 30 October, the
President of Pakistan brought up the subject of Gwadar which
he said really must be settled.in Pakistan’s favour if Pakistan
were to remain in the Commonwealth.” This can indeed be
verified from the records in the Foreign Office archives of
Pakistan, UK & Oman. Suffice it to say that there is a long list
of services above and beyond the call of duty by Iskander Mirza
as a young IPS posted in NWFP, as Joint Secretary of Defence
around Partition, Pakistan’s Secretary of Defence, as the last
Governor-General and the first elected President of Pakistan
which have never been acknowledged or ever mentioned by
the insecure members of the establishment who, for the better
part of Pakistan’s history, have decided who forms the face of
Pakistan and, in the process have left us with a very distorted,
truncated and fabricated history of Pakistan. Unfortunately,
many academics and the media played along as well.

Sir Olaf Caroe, who was the Governor NWFP in 1946-47,
in his Obituary for Iskander Mirza wrote “President Mirza came
closer than any of his compatriots to reaching an honourable
accord with India and with Afghanistan. His visit to Delhi with
Dr Khan Sahib is still remembered. He won the respect of
Nehru and of King Zahir Shah who stands for a way of life and
thought very close to his own.” Iskander Mirza, because of his
extensive background in NWFP in various capacities and of his
invaluable contribution, won him the respect of the Pakhtuns
at the level of tribes as well as individual friendships on both
sides of the Durand Line. In his own words “Let us hope that
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in future there will be greater understanding between Iran,
Afghanistan and Pakistan: perhaps, eventually, a loose form of
confederation.” According to Arwin Rahi “The idea of forming
an Afghanistan-Pakistan confederation didn’t originate in the
1980s and especially wasn’t General Zia ul-Haq’s or Gulbadin
Hekmatyar’s idea. To diffuse the bilateral tensions once and for
all, in the mid-1950s, Afghanistan and Pakistan were considering
forming a confederation. The confederation project had the
tentative blessings of President Iskander Mirza of Pakistan and
the Afghan Royal Family. General Ayub Khan, however, after
assuming power, immediately and immaturely torpedoed the
scheme. Iskander Mirza had a deep appreciation of history and
was well aware of the post-independent sensitivities in Pakhtun
tribes on both sides of the Durand Line and Afghanistan’s
insecurities vis-a-vis the newly-independent State of Pakistan.
Even in exile, what kept him worried with respect to Pakistan’s
security in the neighbourhood was Pakistan-Afghanistan
relations which he greatly cared for and foresaw trouble in the
days ahead because of the way things were taking shape. India,
to him, was not a friend, rather a reality we had to work with.

Ever since Partition, Pak-Afghan relations had been
unhappy because of the Pashtunistan question. According to
him, “T had tried to understand the Afghan point of view ever
since the days when I was Political Agent, Khyber, and Deputy
Commissioner, Peshawar, and Political Agent, Mohmands.
I came to the conclusion that the Afghan suffered from being
land-locked, and had developed a phobia about control of their
outlets to the Indian Ocean.” He had a strong belief that it was
necessary to give Afghans direct access to the sea and that it was
also necessary to secure their cooperation in the affairs of the
tribal areas of the North-West Frontier. The issues as spelled
out by him remain to this date and are in worse shape.

Olaf Caroe continues — “His obsequies in Tehran are
a moving tribute to the respect he enjoyed with the Shah (of
Iran) and his government. He will be deeply mourned, not only
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in Pakistan.” Iskander Mirza’s invaluable services in NWFP
(now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) are well known and acknowledged
in The Pathans, Olaf Caroe’s magnum opus/scholarly work
on the social and political history of the Pathans which he
reverently dedicates to Iskander Mirza with the befitting note-
“To My Friend, Iskander Mirza, First President of Pakistan.
One of Those Who, Having Graduated in Mardan Among the
Yusufzais, Are Admitted to a Life Fellowship in the Honourable
Company of Pathans.”

Equally acknowledging of his able leadership was Sir Alec
Douglas-Home, ex Prime Minister of Great Britain who pays
glowing tributes and writes in his obituary- “The outstanding
characteristics of General Iskander Mirza were loyalty and
a sense of duty. For him these standards were absolute. His
strength lay in his ability as an administrator and that Pakistan
is still one nation is largely due to his firm and sympathetic
handling of emergency in East Pakistan in 1954.”

Lt General (R) S.M.A. Faruki, in his obituary note
in a Pakistani English Daily, expressed profound grief over
the demise of Major General Iskander Mirza and described
his death as a loss of a great Pakistani, much maligned and
misunderstood by his countrymen. Paying profuse tributes to
Iskander Mirza, he adds: “He was generous to a fault. He was
simple and unobstructive. He was always accessible even to the
most lowly. Above all he was always ready to forgive those who
had sinned against him (General Ayub & other generals). In
London I never heard him once bemoan his dethronement or
speak ill about those who had betrayed him.”

The most touching and brutally honest obituary was
from Princess Abida Sultan Sahiba, the heiress apparent who
gave up her right to the Bhopal throne and migrated to the
newly-formed Pakistan in 1950 with her son, Shahryar Khan,
who later became our Foreign Secretary. In a statement issued
to PPI she said: “I share the pain with his bereaved family, and
mourn the loss as a daughter and sister, in equal proportion to
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the sincere and warm friendship I enjoyed during his lifetime.
The political mistakes, blunders or damages attributed to him
were fully shared by many a self-appointed advisor and ‘well-
wishers’ of the nation who combined to collectively misadvise,
misinform, mislead and take the meanest advantage of his trust
and confidence in them. They have reaped the fullest harvest
and are thriving on it without question or blame. General
Mirza alone paid the price of this defame while his innocent
family suffered in silence with dignity and fortitude. During his
lifetime, it was for him to defend or explain his actions, after his
death, let him who has not dined, wined, supported, adulated,
and actively participated in perpetrating those alleged crimes,
cautiously refrain from publicly offering his condolences and
sympathies to the bereaved. My relationship being entirely
personal, I take the opportunity of paying my sincerest homage
to his noble qualities which remain enshrined deeply in my
heart, even after he is gone.” The genuine men and women who
courageously and at great risk spoke in Iskander Mirza’s favour
in their obituaries were people of character, great substance
and high moral fibre to voice their opinion while the country
was still under Ayub Khan’s autocratic rule.

Lately academics and scholars have started taking deep
dives in the period covering the early years of Pakistan and
a dispassionate discourse is emerging mostly from outside
Pakistan, unfettered by the biases that were craftily embedded
in our history books and people’s minds. In a paper titled
“Hildreth, Mirza, Bhutto: Reflections on Pakistan’s 1950’s
politics”, Professor Ian Talbot, a 2018 Mittal Institute Visiting
Fellow and Professor at the University of Southampton, delved
into the precarious politics of Pakistan’s formative years in
the 1950s. Ian Talbot, who is Professor Emeritus, History of
Modern South Asia at the University of Southampton, while
referring to the acerbic criticism of Iskander Mirza’s politics in
a paper, offers this discerning opinion, “Mirza was not however
alone in undermining Pakistan’s fragile democracy. M.M. Syed
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argues that Pakistan’s democratic failure owed much to the
‘misfortune’ of having such seasoned bureaucrats as Chaudhri
Muhammad Ali and Ghulam Muhammad elevated to positions
of authority. Moreover, Mirza’s reputation was deliberately
blackened by his 1958 co-coup leader Ayub Khan in the
autobiography, Friends Not Masters. Ayub destroyed Mirza’s
papers and diaries which explains the absence of a serious
study of his career. The reality of Pakistan’s democratic demise
can no more be solely attributed to Mirza, than to the distorting
influence that the state’s alliance with the US exerted.”

With respect to the involvement of the US & UK in
Pakistan’s affairs in the 1950s. Ian Talbot argues “If London and
Washington did not precipitate the coup, both unquestioningly
accepted itsjustification. Ambassador Symon of the UK gave the
Ayub regime a clean bill of health throughout the remainder of
his time in Pakistan. In December 1959, President Eisenhower’s
visit was a public American endorsement.

“The American administration reconciled support for
Ayub with its ‘proclaimed devotion to democracy’, by declaring
that military rule was a ‘temporary bridge’ on the road to
consolidated democratic government. British approval took the
form of a 15-day Royal Visit in February 1961. It marked the
high point of Symon’s time in Pakistan. The Queen’s speech,
carefully crafted by officials, in response to Field Marshall
Ayub Khan’s welcome address, stated that it was not surprising
if British political forms were found ‘to need modification to
meet circumstances far different.” The forms are not sacred’,
the young Elizabeth intoned, ‘the ideals behind them are.”

The first martial law in Pakistan was heralded by
powerful endorsements from both HM the Queen and
the US President and sobegan Pakistan’s military’s adventurism
in Pakistan’s politics.

More recently, in a documentary titled “Pakistan from
Independence to Martial Law-1947-1958” produced by VOA
(Voice of America) acclaimed scholars, historians, political and
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public figures like the constitutional lawyer and writer Hamid
Khan, politician and writer, Javed Jabbar and Dr Syed Jaffer
Ahmed, the famous historian and writer, were interviewed.
I am sharing the excerpts, both the original Urdu in Roman
English and its English translation from the VOA documentary.
Hamid Khan @ 50:23 minutes

Mein samajhta hoon kay jab aaj ke context mein dekhta hoon
to yeh behtar decade tha. Woh aaj phir us kay baad say itni
jamhuryat bhee nahi dekhnay ko millee hai.

Uski yeh wajah thi kay abhee political cadre tha, jaisa
bhee tha kamzor tha, jo bhee tha magar tha. Azaadi e sahafat
bhee kissey hud tuk thi, us may bhee interference hoti thee.
Aur kissy hud tuk wahan jamhori huqooq bhee logon key thay.
Economic taraqi bhee jo aye hai yeh ek bara ghalat narrative
deeya geya hay ke Ayub Khan nay ki hai.

In my opinion, 1947-1958 was a better decade in
comparison to today’s context. Since then, we've only seen
democracy on a sliding scale. Democracy whatever one may say
was there and irrespective of being weak survived as there was
a political cadre. There was freedom of press to some extent
with the periodic interferences and people too had democratic
rights to certain extent.

A very wrong impression and a false narrative was
created with respect to Pakistan’s economic growth for which
Ayub Khan is unduly credited.

Hamid Khan @ 51:01 — 51.05 minutes
Actually agar ap dekhain gay ke sub say Ziada taraqi agar kissi
10 saal mein hoyee hai tu yeh pehlay 10 sal may

In reality and if you look at the facts, it is clear that the
most economic growth that ever happened in any ten years was
actually in first ten years of Pakistan.

Javed Jabbar @ 51:06 - 51:34 minutes

Ap is say andaaza lagaein ke 1953-54 mein Korean war key
ubharnay ki wajah se Pakistan ka GDP growth 10% hua. Saalana
10% growth in 1 year it was a record. Kiyoun ke hum ne bahut
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hungami bunyaad pur kapas, gayhuan aur deegar cheezian jin
ki bari demand thi ye hum ne bhejna shuroo kar dee thein.

If you look at it and it’s a fact that Pakistan’s economic
growth shot to 10% in 1953-54 as a result of the opportunities
created due to the Korean War and how these were well utilized
with a direct reflection on the economy. 10% growth in a year; it
was a record growth due to good planning and timely decisions
to export cotton, wheat and other high demand items in the
international markets.

Hamid Khan @ 51:35 — 51:45 minutes )

Aur us zamanay may qarzay koi nahi thay. Agar aap 1958 may
utha kar dekh lain Pakistan ki Balance sheet to koi qarza nahi
thay. Koi International Qarza nahi tha. Is ka matlab hum apnay
zor pur chal rahay thay.

Moreover, there were no loans in those times. If you
look at Pakistan’s balance sheet from 1958, you will notice not
a single loan; there was no international loan. It means we were
strong on our feet then as a sovereign state.

Syed Jaffer Ahmed @ 49:30 — 50:23 minutes

Apni tamam tur kamzoryoun kay bawajod voh Giyara sal Dono
Khitoun kay durmyan rabta tha. Aur agar 1959 may elections
ho jatay tou mera khiyal hay kay jis tarah political formations
bun rahi then, Teen parties ubhur kur samnay a gayee theen.
National Awami Party thee with Molana Bhashani as its leader,
Awami League with Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy as its leader
aur Muslim League jis kay Qayyum Khan us waqt Sadr thay.
Tou voh agla siyasi manzarnama jo tha us kay andar siyasi,
national siyasi leadership ubhur rahi thee, parties ubhur rahi
theen. Usko roknay hee kay leyay yeh Martial Law lagaya geya.

In spite of all the inherent weaknesses in those eleven
years, there were political, social and economic links between
the Eastern and Western wings of Pakistan and, had elections
been held in 1959, I am confident that the political formations
that were taking place and with the emergence of three main
political parties, namelythe National Awami Partywith Maulana
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Bhashani as its leader, Awami League with Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy as its leader and Muslim League with Qayyum
Khan as its President; things were progressing politically
towards the emergence of a national political leadership; to
stop this process, martial law was imposed.

Iskander Mirza, with all his mistakes and questionable
decisions, comes out as a resolute, no-nonsense man of
high integrity who excelled as an administrator and openly
preferred the Presidential form of government knowing fully
well the land, its people, their literacy and psyche. He never
minced words or suffered fools and was always dead honest
in his views, actions and commitment to Pakistan. Iskander
Mirza was on the same footing as his leader, Quaid-e-Azam,
that Pakistan will be run on secular grounds. The mess we are
in today for not following Jinnah'’s vision is a sad reflection of
our leadership and institutions and how they were steered off
course to keep vested agendas running.

‘The recent spate of events has proven that religion as
a tool was the most disastrous policy ever undertaken by the
insecure state in dealing with its illiterate but dangerously
simple masses. We, in 75 plus years, have created these
sclerosed single-track minds with no room for reason or logic
and these veryideologies are haunting the state and its citizens
and, most inexorably, consuming the very raison d’étre for
Pakistan. Jinnah would have been a very sad person had he
been alive today.

Iskander Mirza was deeply skeptical of the ability and
intentions of politicians who selfishly wrangled as the country
went from bad to worse. Perhaps that was the reason for the
concentration of power in the President that inevitably meant
that nothing could be done without his consent and that
inadvertently affected governance as well as the economy.
The fact remains that, in spite of the questionable decisions,
he comes across as a man of high integrity, strong character,
commanding presence and yet the most accessible of the VIPs
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and one who excelled as an administrator.

There is no doubt that a lot has to be learned from his
mistakes and his preoccupation in keeping so much powerin his
own hands which together contributed to his downfall and the
fateful coup d’état by General Ayub Khan. President Iskander
Mirza knew it all too well that he was not liked by the politicians
and, in his own words, “Of course I shall be unpopular among
our professional politicians by saying this but Pakistan is not
yetripe for the practice of democracy as the term is understood
in Britain or America.”

Toexpect an apology from the stateand those responsible
for the character assassination and wrongs done to Iskander
Mirza would be naive and wishful. The idea is not to embarrass
but to remind the state of its obligation to honourably face the
truth, to magnanimously correct distortions in our written
history, to rightfully restore President Iskander Mirza’s image
and to open up its archives for the public to see for themselves
what grave injustice has been done to the noble man who never
compromised on his beloved Pakistan.

/

| Syed Khawar Mehdi

Karachi, 7 February 2023
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17th Poona Horse (Queen Victoria’s Own). The Poona Horse was
raised on 15 July 1817 as result of the Treaty of Poona, concluded on 13
June 1817, between the British headed by Lord Hasting, the then Governor-
General, and Baji Rao II, the Peshwa. In accordance with Article VI of the
Treaty, a force known as the Poona Auxiliary Force was to be recruited. This
force was to be commanded by British officers and, although maintained by
revenue arising out of the territorial grants made by the Peshwa, this force
permanently stationed in the Peshwa’s territory, was available if necessary
for action against the Peshwa himself. The Residence at the Peshwa’s court
at Poona, who negotiated the Treaty in 1817, was Mountstuart Elphinstone
who later became Governor of Bombay. Immediately after the Treaty was
concluded, a number of military officers were ordered to raise, from the
cavalry elements of the force, the Poona Auxiliary Horse — which was later,
in 1921, called the Poona Horse (17th Queen Victoria’s Own Cavalry).

5th Frontier Force Rifles. They were raised as the 25th Punjab
Infantry or Hazara Gurkha Battalion in 1858. Their base was Abbottabad
and remained so until 1947. This town was founded in 1853 by Major James
Abbott, the first British deputy commissioner of Hazara District. It is a hill
station situated northeast of Rawalpindi at a height of 4,120 ft. It is still the
regimental centre for the Frontier Force of Pakistan.

Adjutant-General. A member of the army or air force who was
initially a general’s principal assistant or staff officer but eventually became
a senior staff officer with only administrative duties.
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Anjﬁman—e-Ghuraba. A small organization with
communist influences that was known for dangerous political activity in the
NWEFP during the colonial era.

Argonaut. BOAC’s (British Overseas Airways Corporation) name
for Canadair North Star airplane.

_Awami League. A major political party in Bangladesh and one of
the olﬁt.\ The All Pakistan Awami Muslim League was founded in Dhaka
in 1949.by Bengali nationalists Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani, Shaukat Alj,
Yar Mohammad Khan, Shamsul Huq and joined later by Huseyn Shaheed
Suhrawardy who went on to become Prime Minister of Pakistan.

‘Banihal Pass. A name that in, Kashmiri, means “blizzard”—lies at
an elevation of 9,290 feet (2,832 metres) in the Doda district. It is a pass in
the Pir Panjal Range in the Indian-held sector of Jammu & Kashmir union
territory in the northern part of the Indian subcontinent.

Bannu Brigade. The brigade was formed after the 1903 reforms
of the British Indian Army by Herbert Kitchener when he was Commander-
in-Chief, India. The brigade was part of the Northern Army and deployed
along the North-West Frontier. The brigade was involved in the Operations
in Tochi between November 1914 and March 1915 when it was commanded
by Major General Vere Bonamy Fane.

Bhittani. The Bettani, also spelled Baittani or Bhittani, is a Pashtun
tribe located mostly in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

. Black Shirts. They were not a distinct movement but rather
supporters of Allama Inayatullah Mashriqi and his Khaksar Movement—a
social movement founded in 1931 in Lahore with the goal of freeing India
from British rule and establishing a Muslim government in India that united
both Hindus and Muslims. The membership of the Khaksar movement was
open to everyone and had no membership fee regardless of the person’s
religion, race and caste or social status. The emphasis was on the equality of
all people and the brotherhood of man.

Bolshevik. (Russian: “One of the Majority”), A member of the
majority faction of the Russian Social Democratic Party which seized power
in the October 1917 of Revolution. The Bolsheviks, also known in English
as the Bolshevists, were a far-left, revolutionary Marxist faction founded by
Vladimir Lenin that split with the Mensheviks from the Marxist Russian
Social Democratic Labour Party a ievolutionary socialist political party
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formed in 1898 at its Second Party Congress in 1903.

British regiment. In the British Army. for most purposes, the
regiment is the largest ‘permanent’ organizational unit. A permanent unit of
an army. it is typically commanded by a lieutenant colonel and divided into
several companies, squadrons, or batteries and often into two battalions.

British-Indian Army. Commonly referred to as the Indian
Army, it was the main military of the British Indian Empire before its
decommissioning in 1947. It was responsible for the defence of the British
Indian Empire, including the princely states, which could also have their
own armies. The Indian Army was an important part of the British Empire’s
forces, both in India and abroad, particularly during World Wars I and I1.
Thefirstarmy officially called the Indian Army was raised by the Government
of India in 1895. '

Cadet College. A special military school system of British India
and later Pakistan.

Cameronions (Scottish Rifles). The regiment was established
in 1881 by merging the 26th (The Cameronians) Regiment of Foot and the
goth Regiment of Foot (Perthshire Volunteers) (Light Infantry). These
became the new unit’s 1st and 2nd Battalions respectively. It was designated
as a rifle unit, rather than regular infantry, and recruited in Lanarkshire,
Dumfriesshire and Galloway. The 2nd Battalion was in India at the time of
the amalgamation.

Canberra. The Canberra was originally designed to replace the
world’s last wooden combat aircraft, the DeHavil Mosquito Bomber aircraft.
The Canberra was the first jet-powered bomber to enter service with the
Royal Air Force. It was unarmed and relied on high speed to escape enemy
fighters. The worldwide production was of 1,352 aircraft. 925 of these were
built in-the United Kingdom with 782 being supplied to the Royal Air Force.

Cantonment. A permanent military station in British India.
Cantonments are established under and governed by the Cantonments Act
1924. Presently, cantonments are different from the military stations in that
the military stations are purely meant for the use and accommodation of
the armed forces and are established under an executive order whereas the
cantonments are areas which comprise both military and civil population.

Caucasus. The Russian Kavkaz is a mountain system and region
lying between the Black Sea (west) and the Caspian Sea (east), mainly
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comprising Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and parts of Southern Russia.
The Caucasus Mountains, including the Greater Caucasus range, have
historically been considered a natural barrier between Eastern Europe and
Western Asia.

Chittagong Hill Tracts. Lying to the south of the Feni River in
south-eastern Bangladesh is the Chittagong region which has many hills,
hillocks, valleys and forests and is quite different from other parts of the
country. The Hill Tracts are the only extensively hilly area in Bangladesh. It
was historically settled by many tribal refugees from Burma Arakan in the
16th century and is now settled by the Jumma people. Today, they remains
one of the least developed parts of Bangladesh.

Civil Disobedience Movement. This movement was aimed at
forcing the British Government to accept the Congress demands regarding
the future constitution of India. It was launched after the observance of
Independence Day in 1930. The civil disobedience movement commenced
with the infamous dandi march when Gandhi left the Sabarmati Ashram at
Ahmedabad on foot with 78 other members of the Ashram for Dandi on 12
March 1930. After reaching Dandi, Gandhi broke the salt law.

Civil Intelligence. Is regarded as an “intelligence” that is devoted
to addfeés“i*ng public or civic issues. The term has been applied to individuals
and, n‘\ore commonly, to collective bodies like organizations, institutions
or societies. Civic intelligence can be used in politics by groups of people
who are trying to achieve a common goal. The Intelligence Bureau (IB)
is a civilian intelligence agency in Pakistan. Established in 1947, the IB is
Pakistan’s oldest intelligence agency. Appointments and supervision of its
operations are authorized by the Prime Minister of Pakistan.

Constituent Assembly. It was formed to write Pakistan’s
constitution and serve asitsfirst (interim) parliament. Pakistan’s Constituent
Assembly first convened on 10 August 1947, on the eve of independence and
the end of British rule. The second Constituent Assembly was reconstituted
on 28 May 1955. The constitution was promulgated on 23 March 1956,
making Pakistan an Islamic republic.

Council of Ministers. The interim government’s executive branch
was the Viceroy’s Executive Council. Originally headed by the Viceroy of
India, it was changed into a Council of Ministers and Jawaharlal Nehru, the
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Vice-President of the Council, was given the authority of a prime minister.
All members would be Indians after independence, with the exception of the
Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, who would take over as Governor-General in
August and would serve in a ceremonial capacity.

Cripps Mission. A failed attempt in late March 1942 by the British
government to secure full Indian cooperation and support for their efforts
in World War II. The mission was headed by a senior minister, Sir Stafford
Cripps. From 22 March to 11 April 1942, Stafford Cripps, a member of the
War Cabinet, was dispatched to India to discuss the British Government’s
Draft Declaration on the Constitution of India with representative Indian
leaders from all parties. The Cripps Mission failed and the issue of India’s
constitution was postponed until the end of the war.

Croton oil. An oil prepared from the seeds of Croton tiglium. It is
anative or cultivated in India and the Malay Archipelago. Small doses taken
internally can cause diarrhoea. Externally, the oil can cause irritation and
swelling.

Cyrenaica. Also spelled Cirenaica; Arabic. Barqah. A historic
region of North Africa and, until 1963, a province of the United Kingdom
of Libya. It is the eastern coastal region of Libya. Also known as Pentapolis
(“Five Cities”) in antiquity, it formed part of the Roman province of Crete and
Cyrenaica, later divided into Libya Pentapolis and Libya Sicca. During the
Islamic period, the area came to be known as Barqa, after the city of Barca.
As a result of the Italo-Turkish War (1911—-12), Cyrenaica, with Tripolitania,
was incorporated into the kingdom of Italy. The Italian colonists were
evacuated during World War II when the British finally occupied the area
following the victory at El-Alamein in Egypt (al-Alamayn; October 1942),
and the population wasonce again 98 per cent Muslim and Arabic-speaking,
After World War II, the inability of the great powers to agree on the future
of the former Italian colonies protracted the British military administration,
and a united Libya (comprising the three provinces) was not proclaimed
until 1951. In 1963, the provinces were abolished and the country became a
unitary state.

D-Day. In the military, D-Day is the day on which a combat attack
or an important operation is to be initiated. It also refers to the day (6 June
1944) in World War II on which the Allied forces invaded northern France
by means of beach landings in Normandy.
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Deputy Chief of the General Staff. The title of the deputy to
the Chief of the General Staff, the professional head of the British Army.
From 1942 until 1968, the Deputy Chief was the third-ranking member of
the General Staff, subordinate to the Chief and Vice Chief.

Dewan. A powerful government official, minister or ruler. A dewan
was the head of a state institution. Dewans belonged to the elite families in
the history of Mughal and post-Mughal India and held high posts within the
government.

Dilkusha Palace, Kabul. Meaning “Heart’s Delight”. The Palace

was designed by the English architect, Mr Finlayson, for Amir Habibullah in-

1907.

Divisions (military). A division is a large military unit or
formation, usually consisting of between 6,000 and 25,000 soldiers. In
modern military organizations, the smallest formation that comprises
a balanced team of all the arms and services needed for the independent
conduct of operations.

Durand Line. The Durand Line forms the Afghanistan Pakistan
border, a 2,670-kilometre international land border between Afghanistan
and Pakistan. The Durand Line was established in 1893 as the international
border between British India and the Emirate of Afghanistan by Sir
Mortimer Durand, a British diplomat of the Indian Civil Service, and Abdur
Rahman Khan, the Afghan Emir, to fix the limit of their respective spheres
of influence and improve diplomatic relations and trade. The British
considered Afghanistan to be an independent state at the time although they
controlled its foreign affairs and diplomatic relations.

East Pakistan Assembly. Also known as the East Bengal
Legislative Assembly between 1947 and 1955, it was the provincial legislature
of East Pakistan between 1947 and 1971. It was known as the East Bengal
Assembly from 1947 to 1955 when the provincial name was changed. The
legislature was a successor to the Bengal Legislative Council and the Bengal
Legislative Assembly, which were divided between East Bengal and West
Bengal during the partition of Bengal in 1947. It was the largest provincial
legislature in Pakistan. Elections were held only twice; in 1954 and 1970.

Elphinstone College. One of the constituent colleges of Dr Homi
Bhabha State University, a state cluster university. Established in 1823, it is
one of the oldest colleges in Mumbai.
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esprit de corps. A feeling of pride, fellowship and common loyalty
shared by the members of a particular group.

Far East. A European term used to refer to the geographical
regions that include East and Southeast Asia as well as the Russian Far
East to a lesser extent. South Asia is sometimes also included for economic
and cultural reasons. The term first came into use in European geopolitical
discourse in the 15th century, particularly British, denoting the Far East
as the “farthest of the three Easts” beyond the Near East and the Middle
East. Since the mid-20th century, the term has mostly gone. out of use
for the region in international mass media outlets due to its euro-centric
connotations.

Formosa. The main island of Taiwan, formerly known as Formosa,
has an area of 35,808 square kilometres (13,826 sq mi), with mountain
ranges dominating the eastern two-thirds and plains in the western third
where its highly urbanized population is concentrated. The Republic of
Formosa was a short-lived republic that existed on the island of Taiwan in
1895 between the formal cession of Taiwan by the Qing dynasty of China
to the Empire of Japan by the Treaty of Shimonoseki and its takeover by
the Japanese troops. The name Formosa dates from 1542 when Portuguese
sailors sighted an uncharted island and noted it on their maps as Ilha
Formosa (beautiful island). The name Formosa eventually “replaced all
others in European literature” and remained in common use among English
speakers into the 20th century.

Forward Policy. A set of foreign policy doctrines applicable to
territorial ambitions and disputes in which emphasis is placed on securing
control of targeted territories by invasion and annexation or by the political
creation of compliant buffer states. The “forward policy”, called the
Sandeman system, involved capturing and holding areas in the tribal zones
in the hills. Strong points were captured, fortified, garrisoned and connected
by roads which would be protected. The tribes would be allowed to run their
own affairs in the hope that they would gradually come under the influence
of the British government.

Frontier Crimes Regulations (FCR). A special set of laws of
British India and which were applicable to the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA). They were enacted in the 19th century and remained
effective in Pakistan until 2018.
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Gilgit Scouts. A paramilitary force of the Gilgit Agency in northern
Jammu & Kashmir. They were raised by the British Raj in 1913, on behalf
of the princely state of Jammu & Kashmir, to police the northern frontier of
India. The force of Gilgit Scouts was continued by Pakistan till 1975 when it
was integrated into the Northern Light Infantry of the Pakistan Army.

Governor-General. The title of an office-holder. Governors-
general are designated as viceroys to act on behalf of the monarch of a
personal union in any sovereign state that he or she does not ordinarily
rule personally in the context of former British colonies. As agents of the
British government in each Dominion and as representatives of the king,
governors-general were British subjects selected on the advice of the British
government until the 1920s. The governor-general was also usually the
commanders-in-chief of the armed forces in their territory and, because of
the their control of the military, the post was as much amilitary appointment
as a civil one. The status and responsibilities of the post of governor-general
changed as the British Empire transformed into the Commonwealth of
Nations keeping pace with the advancement of the territories toward self-
government and independence. The holder of the office was generally known
by that title until the Indian Independence Act of 1947 which established the
offices of governor-general for India and for Pakistan. The filling of these
posts /hecessitated a departure from normal practice because there could
be 1o ministers to formally advise the crown until a governor-general had
been appointed and ministers had taken office. In these circumstances the
leaders of the Congress Party and the Muslim League were consulted and
their advice was formally tendered to the crown by the British government.

Guides (Frontier Force). A regiment of the British Indian Army
made up of British officers and Indian-enlisted soldiers to serve in the
North West Frontier. The Guides Cavalry (Frontier Force) is an armoured
regiment of the Pakistan Army which was raised in 1846 as The Corps of
Guides. During more than a hundred and fifty years of military service, the
regiment has earned the reputation of one of the most renowned military
units in the world.

Gulistan Palace. Also known as Golestan Palace and sometimes
referred to as the Rose Garden Palace. It is the former royal Qajar complex
in Iran’s capital city, Tehran. One of the oldest historic monuments in the
city of Tehran, and of world heritage status, the Golestan Palace is part of a
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group of royal buildings that were once enclosed within the mud-thatched
walls of Tehran’s arg (“citadel”). It consists of gardens, royal buildings and
collections of Iranian crafts and European presents from the 18th and 19th
centuries.

Gurkhas. Soldiers native to South Asia, chiefly residing within
Nepal and some parts of north-eastern India. The British Indian Army’s
Gurkha ranks followed the same structure as the rest of the Indian Army
at the time. Unlike British officers serving in a Gurkha regiment, Gurkha
commissioned officers held a “Viceroy’s Commission”, which was different
from a King’s or Queen’s Commission. Any Gurkha holding a commission
was technically subordinate to any British officer regardless of rank. After
the Partition of India in 1947, and under the Tripartite Agreement, the
original ten Gurkha regiments consisting of the twenty pre-war battalions
were split between the British Army and the newly-independent Indian
Army. Six Gurkha regiments (twelve battalions) were transferred to the
post-independence Indian Army while four regiments (eight battalions)
were transferred to the British Army.

Imperial Defence College. In 1922, a cabinet committee under
Winston Churchill, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, recommended
the formation of the college. The college was founded in 1927 as the Imperial
Defence College and was located at 9 Buckingham Gate until 1939. Its
objective at that time was to instruct senior military officers on the defence
of the British Empire. It was rénamed the Royal College of Defence Studies
in 1970.

Indian National Army. Indian nationalists and prisoners of war
founded the Indian National Army (INA) during World War II with the goal
of freeing India from the British Empire. Subhas Chandra Bose served as
the leader of the INA which established its own temporary government with
support from the Japanese military and launched an offensive against the
British in India. They had some success but were defeated at the Battle of
Imphal in 1944 were disbanded after Japan was defeated in 1945. Despite its
brief existence, the INA came to be seen as a crucial player in India’s war for
independence alongside Mahatma Gandhi’s domestic peaceful resistance
movement.

Indian Political Service. The Indian Political Service (IPS) was
a department during the British Raj. The staff employed by the IPD (Indian
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Political Department), known as the Indian Political Service, were generally
referred to as political officers or colloquially as “politicals” and were
recruited from these areas. Some came from the Indian Medical Service,
some from the Indian Public Works and Engineering Department, and some
from the Law Services. Two-thirds were recruited from the Indian Army and
the next most numerous from the Indian Civil Service. Employees of the
political service were predominantly European although small numbers of
Indians were employed. Following Indian independence in 1947, a small
number of British officials remained as Union of India personnel.

Interim government. Sometimes referred to as the Provisional
Government of India, it was tasked with supporting British India in its
transition to independence and was established on 2 September 1946 from
the newly-elected Constituent Assembly of India. It remained in place until
15 August 1947, the date of the independence (and partition) of India and
the creation of Pakistan.

Kaisar-i-Hind. The Kaisar-i-Hind Medal for Public Service in
India was a medal awarded by the Emperor/Empress of India between 1900
and 1947 to “any person without distinction of race, occupation, position or
sex ... who shall have distinguished himself (or herself) by important and
useful service in the advancement of the public interest in India.”

Kakul Military College. Also referred to by its acronym, PMA
(Pakistan Military Academy), is an officers’ training school established in
1947 located near the Kakul village in the city and district of Abbottabad,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. It is the sole service academy in Pakistan tasked
with transforming cadets into army officers. For educational training, the
institution is accredited by NUST (National University of Sciences and
Technology).

Karachi Municipal Corporation. A public corporation and
governing body that provides municipal services in Karachi, the largest city
of Pakistan. The Karachi Conservancy Board was established in 1846 to
control cholera epidemics in Karachi during the British rule. The board was
upgraded into the Municipal Commission in 1852. The Karachi Municipal
Committee replaced the Municipal Commission in 1853. On Bundar Road
(now ML.A. Jinnah Road), the Karachi Municipal Corporation Building’s
foundation stone was laid in 1927. The Karachi Municipal Act of 1933
changed the Karachi Municipal Committee into the Karachi Municipal
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Corporation. In 1976, the Karachi Metropolitan Corporation replaced the
Karachi Municipal Corporation.

Kaimkhanis. A Muslim community of India claiming to be
Muslim Rajputs. Qaimkhani or Kaimkhani (also spelled Qaim Khani and
Kaim Khani). They converted to Islam in the 14th century.

Khassadars. The armed tribal levy used for territorial policing; a
paramilitary force operating throughout the Federally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA), now a part of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province in Pakistan.
The Khassadars were a locally recruited and maintained tribal security
force paid for through a stipend provided directly to their tribes by the
Pakistan government. Khassadars were first raised in Waziristan and other
North-West Frontier districts of British India prior to World War 1. Their
prime functions during this period included the provision of picquets and
escorts to protect camel convoys and other travellers when regular soldiers
of the Indian Army were not available. They wore the normal clothing of the
tribal groups from which they were recruited, distinguished by arm bands
bearing the letter K.

King’s Commission. Authority granted to a person or institution
by a king; specifically, the authority to serve as an officer in the armed forces.

Krishak Proja Party or Krishak Praja Party or Krishak
Sramik Party (KSP). Founded in 1936, the Krishak Praja Party was a spin-
off of the “Nikhil Banga Praja Samiti” (All Bengal Tenants’ Association). It
was founded to represent the interests of tenant farmers in Bengal’s landed
gentry estates. Sir Abdur Rahim (judge) was its first leader. A. K. Fazlul Huq
was elected leader in 1935 when the former was appointed as the president
of the Central Legislative Assembly of India. In 1936, it took the name of
Krishak Praja Party (Farmer Tenant Party) and contested the 1937 election.
The party formed the first government in the Bengal Legislative Assembly.
After the Partition of British India, A.K. Fazlul Huq revived the party as the
Krishak Sramik Party (Farmer-Labour Party) in 1954 to contest the 1954
election as part of the United Front. The coalition won the election and
formed the provincial government in the East Bengal Legislative Assembly.

Kukyat Abpashi. An irrigation system based on water custom.

Kumbh Mela. A Hindu festival and assembly, held once every
twelve years at four locations in India, at which pilgrims bathe in the waters
of the Ganges and Jumna rivers.
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Lahore Declaration. Commonly known as the Pakistan
Resolution, it was a political resolution or statement drafted by the
25-member Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League. It was
then formally adopted by the Muslim League membership at its general
session on 23 March 1940 held at Lahore. This resolution asked for greater
Muslim autonomy of Muslim majority states such as Punjab, Bengal, Sindh
and NWFP (now Khyber Pakhtunkhwa) within British India. However,
later, most people thought of this as a call for a separate Muslim state,
Pakistan. The resolution was presented at Minto Park, (now renamed
“Igbal Park”), in Lahore by Maulvi AK. Fazlul Huq on the instructions
of the Working Committee. In fact, from the declaration made at this
resolution the goals of the Muslim League became increasingly fixed upon
achieving an independent nation-state. Today, the resolution’s importance
isremembered in Pakistan by the Minar-e-Pakistan structure thatstands in
the Greater Igbal Park, Lahore.

Mahsuds. A Karlani Pashtun tribe inhabiting mostly the South
Waziristan Agency in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas of Pakistan.
The Mahsuds were Pathan tribesmen who inhabited Waziristan. They were
probably the most formidable fighters in the frontier. Fiercely independent,
they had honed their fighting skills by years of raiding the settled areas to
the eastalong the Indus and by attacking the trading caravans that travelled
to and from Afghanistan. During the British colonial period, the Mahsuds
were invaded several times by the British empire, in 1860, 1881, 1894-5,
1900-1, 1919—20, and in 1925. Since independence, many social, economic,
and demographic changes have occurred in Waziristan. A large number
of Mahsuds have joined mainstream Pakistani society. When the Hindu
traders of Tank left after the Partition of India in 1947, most of their shops
were taken over by the Mahsuds. Now the Mahsuds are employed in the
militia and regular army, state bureaucracy and involved in businesses all
around the country.

Mahwa flower. Commonly known known as madhukaor Butter
Tree, the mahwa flower is edible and a food item for the tribals. They use it
to make syrup for medicinal purposes. Tribal people consider the tree and
the mahwa drink as part of their cultural heritage. Mahwa is an essential
drink for tribal men and women during celebrations.

Marwaris. ThetermMarwarioncereferredtotheareaencompassed
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by the former princely state of Marwar, also called the Jodhpur region of
southwest Rajasthan in India. It is an umbrella term to classify both Hindus
and Jains. It has evolved to be a designation for the Rajasthani people in
general but is used particularly with reference to certain jatis that fall within
the Bania community. Immigrants from Rajasthan into Eastern India,
particularly Bengal, established their credibility in commercial enterprises
and emerged as the leading merchants and traders. In the social and trade
parlance of Calcutta and Dacca of the British period, all traders from North
India passed for Marwaris. The Marwari diaspora to Berigal seems to
have begun from the 17th century or even earlier. The Marwaris, as is well
known, have a unique talent for trading and business, a talent that they have
cultivated and put to use assiduously.

Military Intelligence. An agency known as MI, it is an
administrative intelligence branch of the Pakistan Army. It is headquartered
at the army General Headquarters in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. The agency
(MI) was created by Major General Robert Cawthome who also served
as its first director. Cawthome later established the ISI Directorate in the
1950s. Military intelligence is a military discipline that uses information
collection and analysis approaches to provide guidance and direction to
assist commanders in their decisions. M1 is one of the five main intelligence
services in Pakistan.

Military Secretary. An administrative post in the federal
government of Pakistan tasked with appointments, postings and other
military administrative privileges given by the government. In Pakistan’s
political system, a military officer with the rank of brigadier serves as the
military secretary to the prime minister; similarly a military officer with the
rank of brigadier serves as the military secretary to the president. An MS
(military secretary) is entitled to assist the office with correspondence in
staff. Since the office is literally held by an aide-de-camp (ADC), MS do not
execute promotions and appointments of military officers independently.

Mohmand. Also known as Momand. The tribe is one of the most
prominent Abdali Pashtun tribes (later Durrani). They are descended from
the first son of Daulatyar and the second son, Daudzai, according to Pashtun
historical literature. The Mohmand Tribe resides in the Mohmand Agency
and the Kunar province of Afghanistan. The Mohmands live on both sides of
the Afghanistan-Pakistan border from the Peshawar Basin to the confluence
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ofthe Kunar and Kabul rivers. The Bar Mohmanrds (Hill Mohmands) inhabit
the network of hills between the Kabul and Swat rivers; these hills connect
the Safed Koh with the Hindu Kush and form a barrier at the eastern end
of the Nangarhar Vailey. The Kuz Mohmands (Plain Mohmands) live in
the plain country in the southwest corner ot the Peshawar District in Kotla
Mohsin Khan, Bahadur Killi, Kagawala, Landi and the surrounding areas.
Most members ot the Mohmand tribe speak a northern variety of Pashto.
Rahman Baba and Abdul Hamid Baba are amongst the most popular Pashto
poets. Abdul Ahad Mohmand from the Zabihullah Mohmand tribe was the
first Afghan astronaut. Abdul Ahad Mohmand. helonged to the Mohmand
tribe Zabihullah Mohmand.

National Assembly. The lower legislative house of the bicameral
Parliament of Pakistan which also includes the upper house or Senate. The
first session of the first Constituent Assembly of Pakistan was held on 10
August 1947 at the Sindh Assembly Building, in Karachi. On 11 August 1947,
Quaid-e-Azam M.A. Jinnah was elected unanimously as the President of
the Constituent Assembly of Pakistan and the National Flag was formallv
approved by the Assembly. The present National Assembly and Senate both
convene at Parliament House in Islamabad. The National Assembly is a
democratically elected body consisting of a total of 342 members referred
to as Members of the National Assembly (MNAs), of which 272 are directly
elected members and 70 reserved seats for women and religious minorities.
A political party must secure 172 seats to obtain and preserve a majority.

National Government. In the politics of the United Kingdom,
a National Government is a coalition of some or all of the major political
parties. In a historical sense, it refers primarily to the governments of
Ramsay MacDonald, Stanley Baldwin, and Neville Chamberlain which held
office from 1931 until 1940. The all-party coalitions of H.H. Asquith and
David Lloyd George in World War I and of Winston Churchill in World War
IT were sometimes referred to as National Governments at the time but are
now more commonly called Coalition Governments. The term “National
Government” was chosen to dissociate itself from the negative connotations
of the earlier Coalitions.

Northern Command Headquarters. Northern Command in
Indiawas a pre-war formation, with its headquarters located at Rawalpindi.
It comprised the: Peshawar District; Kohat District; Rawalpindi District;
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Lanore District; Waziristan District. On 21 April 1942, it was re-designated
as the North Western Army. The Lahore District transferred to the newly
formed Central Command, and the Rawalpindi District was absorbed by the
Army Headquarters. In November 1945, it reverted to the title of Northern
Command and the Rawalpindi District was reformed. When Central
Command was disbanded c. June 1946, the Lahore Area and Sind Brigade
came under command. On 15 August 1947, with the Partition of British
India, Headquarters Northern Command formed the new headquarters of
the Pakistan Army.

One Unit. A geopolitical programme launched by the Government
of Pakistan led by the then Prime Minister Mohammad Ali Bogra on 22
November 1954. The government claimed that the programme would
overcome the difficulty of administering the two unequal polities of West
and East Pakistan separated from each other by more than a thousand
miles. To diminish the differences between the two regions, claimed the
government, the “One Unit” programme merged the four provinces of West
Pakistan into a single province to parallel the province of East Pakistan
{now Bangladesh). '

Operation Curzon. In 1947, following independence, the North-
West Frontier region became a part of the newly-formed nation of Pakistan.
It was based on the recommendations of the Tucker committee in 1944
which advocated the withdrawal of all regular forces from tribal territory
into outposts or cantonments along the administrative border from where
they could keep an eye on things. The un-administered districts would then
once again become the responsibility of the local militias. The newly-formed
Pakistani government ordered the withdrawal of forces from Waziristan
because there were concerns that the presence of a regular military force in
the area was escalating hostilities with the local tribesmen. This withdrawal
began on 6 December 1947 and was successfully completed by the end of the
month under the codename of Operation Curzon.

Patton tanks. Patton tank may refer to any of a series of tanks
used by the United States military from the 1950s to the 1990s, named for
General George S. Patton. \

Peshawar Club. Established in 1863, it was formerly known as
the Games Club and was located in a bungalow. At present, its premises are
called No. 40, The Mall and has three tennis courts and a polo ground.
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Pig-sticking. The activity of hunting wild boar with a spear carried
out on horseback.

Political Department. The Indian Political Department (IPD),
formerly known as the Foreign and Political Department of the Government
of India, was a government department in British India. In 1843, Governor-
General Ellenborough reformed the administration organizing Secretariat
of the Government into four departments—Foreign, Home, Finance and
Military. Its political officers were responsible for the civil administration
of frontier districts and also served as British agents to rulers of princely
states. '

Political Resident or Political Agent. A resident or political
agent was an official of the British Government, who was based in a princely
state and served as part-diplomat, part-adviser to the native ruler and part
monitor of activities in the princely state. In the British empire, a political
resident or political agent was the incumbent of an official diplomatic
position involving both consular duties and liaison functions.

Probyn’s Horse. The regiment known as 11th King Edward’s Own
Lancers (Probyn’s Horse) was originally raised on 1 August 1857 by Captain
Frederick Wale as Wale’s Horse during the First War of Independence of
1857 and served at Lucknow. When Captain Wale was killed in action on
1 March 1858, he was replaced by Major Dighton Probyn. The 5th King
Edward’s Own Probyn’s Horse, which was a regular cavalry regiment of the
British Indian Army, was formed in 1921 by the amalgamation of the 11th
King Edward’s Own Lancers (Probyn’s Horse) and the 12th Cavalry. After
World War I, the number of Indian cavalry regiments was reduced from 39
to 21. The 11th King Edward’s Own Lancers (Probyn’s Horse) and the 12th
Cavalry were amalgamated at Meerut on 28 August 1921 to form 5th King
Edward’s Own Probyn’s Horse. On the Partition of India in 1947, Probyn’s
Horse was allotted to Pakistan. The regiment’s new designation was s5th
Horse although, informally, it continues to be known as the Probyn’s Horse.
The 5th Horse is an armoured regiment of the Pakistan Army.

Quaker. A member of the Religious Society of Friends, a Christian
movement founded by George Fox ¢.1650 and devoted to peaceful principles.
Central to the Quakers’ belief is the doctrine of the “Inner Light”, or sense of
Christ’s direct working in the soul. This has led them to reject both formal
ministry and all set forms of worship.
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Quit India Movement. Also known as the August Kranti
Movement, it was a movement launched at the Bombay session of the All
India Congress Committee by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi World War
IT on 8 August 1942, demanding an end to British rule in India. After the
failure of the Cripps Mission to secure Indian support for the British war
effort, Gandhi made a call to “Do or Die” in his Quit India speech delivered
in Bombay on 8 August 1942 at the Gowalia Tank Maidan, a park in Tardeo,
central Bombay. The All India Congress Committee launched a mass protest
demanding what Gandhi called “An Orderly British Withdrawal” from India.

Radcliffe Award. The outcome of an official plan announced by
Lord Mountbatten on 3 June 1947 regarding the Partition of India into
two separate sovereign states—India and Pakistan. It was named for its
architect, Cyril Radcliffe, who served as joint chairman of the two provinces’
boundary commissions. The Radcliffe Line was the boundary demarcated
between the Indian and Pakistani portions of the Punjab Province and
Bengal Presidency of British India. Following the Partition of British India
in 17 August 1947, the demarcation line was publicized. Today, its western
side forms part of the border between India and Pakistan while its eastern
side forms the border between Bangladesh and India.

Rathor Rajputs. A Suryavanshi Rajput clan. The clan traces its
lineage back to Rama, the mythical hero of the Hindu epic, Ramayana, and
through him back to the sun god Surya himself. The Rathores hail from the
Marwar region of western Rajasthan and inhabit the Idar state of Gujarat
and also Chhapra and Muzaffarpur district of Bihar in a small numbers.

Red Shirts. A predominantly Pashtun nonviolent resistance
movement known for its activism against the British Raj in colonial India.
The movement was led by Abdul Ghaffar Khan, known locally as Bacha
Khan, Badshah Khan, or Sarhadi Gandhi.

South Waziristan Scouts. A paramilitary unit which formed
part of British India’s Frontier Corps. Based at Jandola, it consisted of
two infantry battalions and a small force of mounted infantry. The South
Waziristan Scouts replaced the South Waziristan Militia and was similar in
structure to the Tochi Scouts. Their primary responsibility was to occupy
dominant features along British communication lines especially those
points which, if occupied by hostile tribes, would hinder the regular army’s
movement in the Waziristan Agency.
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Staff College at Quetta. A staff college for mid-career army
officers of the Pakistan Army. As the Army Staff College, it was initially
established in 1905 at Deolali (near Bombay) and later shifted to Quetta
in 1907. At Partition, those staff not staying in Pakistan moved to the
Wellington Cantonment and formed the Defence Services Staff College,
Tamil Nadu, India. It is the oldest military institution in Pakistan. The
College was previously affiliated with the University of Balochistan but is
now affiliated with the National Defence University (NDU) along with other
staff and war colleges of the Pakistan Navy and Air Force.

Suleiman Khels. A Pashtun sub-tribe of the Ghilji tribe of Bettani
confederation of Pashtuns. Mostly nomadic people. In the early 20th
century, the tribe was recognized as generally pastoral.

The Baghdad Pact. The Middle East Treaty Organization
(METO), also known as the Baghdad Pact and subsequently known as the
Central Treaty Organization (CENTO), was a military alliance of the Cold
War. It was formed in 24 February 1955 by Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey and
the United Kingdom. The alliance was dissolved in 16 March 1979.

The Balkan War. A series of two conflicts that took place in the
Balkan States in 1912 and 1913. The two successive military conflicts that
deprived the Ottoman Empire of all its remaining territory in Europe except
a part of Thrace and the city of Adrianople (Edirne).

Tochi Scouts. Formed in the North Waziristan Agency as a
local militia in 1894, the Scouts operated in North Waziristan, with their
headquarters at Miranshah. They were part of the Frontier Corps which
consisted of a number of scout units stationed in the tribal territories.

United Front. A coalition of political parties in East Bengal which
contested and won Pakistan’s first provincial general election to the East
Bengal Legislative Assembly. The coalition consisted of the Awami Muslim
League, the Krishak Praja Party, the Ganatantri Dal (Democratic Party)
and Nizam-e-Islam. The coalition was led by three major Bengali populist
leaders—A. K. Fazlul Huq, Huseyn Shaheed Suhrawardy and Maulana
Bhashani.

Waziris. A Karlani Pashtun tribe found mainly in the Pakistan—
Afghanistan border region of North Waziristan, South Waziristan, and
Bannu. The Waziris consisted of the Tochi (or Utmanzai) Waziris who
lived along the Tochi and Khaisora valleys, and the Wana (or Ahmadzai)
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Woaziris who lived around Bannu and Wana. Waziris are settled in the North
Waziristan Agency. The Waziris speak the Waziristani dialect of Pashto.
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FORUM
For various reasons, Iskander Mirza s memoirs could not be published in book form and, after
more than half a.century, they are being published in their totality. The memoirs lay open the facts
for the people of Pakistan, historians and academics to judge the man who was a trusted
lieutenant of Quaid-e-Azam and, while in Indian Political Service, secretly worked with Jinnah

(who fully recognized the invaluable potential in the young Deputy Commissioner of Peshawar)
towards the most challenging task of achieving Pakistan from the British.

In all fairness, General Ayub may not have been behind it all but the sycophants were in a
stampede outdoing each other in casting aspersions on Iskander Mirza's financial propriety, his
integrity and character. Such was the national atmosphere that structured average Pakistani’s
mindset for their first President and will be a miracle if this book, if not change, can at least
initiate a debate on historical distortions, disinformation and withholding of important
documented accounts that may not have gone down well with sitting government of the time to
suit a certain ideology or, more dangerously, the planting of fake information to serve ulterior:
agendas.

"A fascinating account of Pakistan's tumultuous past by one of its most neglected early
leaders. Iskander Mirza's memoirs challenge many of the key elements in the received
narrative of his country's history."

Faisal Devji, Professor of Indian History, University of Oxford

"A landmark book. An unfinished, yet very revealing, deeply disturbing memoir by the first
President of Pakistan, supplemented by exclusive records and documents. Iskander Mirza
becomes even more of an enigma. Personal integrity; remarkable capability; vast, varied
experience; consistent commitment to Pakistan's wellbeing, yet abrogating the 1956
Constitution on 7 October 1958, inviting the armed forces and declaring martial law with
startling naivety, "only one month", to be himself forcibly exiled forever in two weeks and to
then adopt sustained, dignified silence till his demise in 1969. And for Pakistan's
Government to disgracefully deny him burial in his own country. We are obliged to revisit
history and to reexamine presumptions and perceptions in our perpetual search for the
truth. Syed Khawar Mehdi has rendered an invaluable service to scholarship.”

Senator (1) Javed Jabbar

"This timely collection contains Iskander Mirza's recollections of the political background to
the October 1958 military coup and his being sent into exile. The counter narrative to that of
Field Marshal Ayub Khan’s autobiography, Eriends Not Masters, will interest historians and
general readers concerned with Pakistan’s long-term struggle to consolidate democracy."
Ian Talbot, Professor Emeritus, Professor in the History of Modern South
Asia, University of Southampton

"Iskander Mirza was the first President of Pakistan. He has been given a bad press both by
his suceessor, Ayub Khan, and by historians in general. Mehdi has edited Mirza's previously
unpublished memoirs, and added official records such as those relating to Pakistan's
acquisition of the port of Gwadar, to provide a more balanced record of Mirza's achievement.
Some of the revelations are remarkable."

Francis Robinson, Professor of the History of South Asia, Royal Holloway,
University of London
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